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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY
A. P. 0. #464, U, S. Army

16 October 1944,

The War Crimes Commission, appointed under the provisions of Gircular 11,
NATOUSA, 1944, by paragraph 1, Special Orders Number 223, Headquarters Fifth
Army, dated 10 August 1944, copy of which is attached as Exhibit "A", and as
amended by paragraph 1, Special Orders Number 263, Headquarters Fifth Army,
dated 19 September 1944, copy of which is attached as Exhibit "B", met at
Headquarters Fifth Army at 1000 hours, 15 September 1944, for the purpose
of taking testimony relative to the alleged war crime occurring at S. Anne,
Itely, on or about 19 August 1944, as directed by letter of this headquerters,
copy of which is attached as Exhibit "Gn,

Members of the board present:

Major EDWIN S, BOOTH, 0250507, JAGD (Commissioner)
Major Milton R, Wexler, 0419764, IGD (Military Counsel)
Major CARL H. CUNDIFF, 0447827, AGD (Defense Counsel)

Technician fourth grade Adrian L. Stehouwer, 36454544, Headquarters &
Headquarters Company, Fifth Army, J. A, Section, was sworn as reporter.

Private first class Robert G, Passigli, 32881341, Headquarters & Head-
quarters Company, Fifth Army, G-2 Section, was sworn as interpreter,

Copies of reports of the inecident upon which this investigation is based
are attached as Exhibit ®Dn,

The following witnesses appeared in person before the Commissioner and
testified under oath: Alfrido Curzi and Marino Curzi; their testimony being
attached hereto and marked Exhibits "E" ang “Fn, _

The Commission edjourned at 1145 hours, 15 September 1944, to meet again
at Iivorno, Italy on the 16th day of September 194,

The War Crimes Commission convened at the Fifth Army Stockade at Livorno,
Italy at 1300 hours, 16 September 1944.

Hembers of the board present: O 0 000 9

Yajor EDWIN S. BOOTH, 0250507, JAGD (Commissioner)
Major MILTON R. WEXIER, 0419764, IGD (Militery Counsel)
‘Major CARL H. CUNDIFF, 0447827, AGD (Defense Counsel)

\Technician fourth grade Adrisn L. Stehouwer, %454544, Headquarters &

tfirst class Robert_‘ G. Paé;igli-"
£ rmy,’ G-2 Se
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g The following witnesses appeared in person before the Commissioner and
¢ testified under oath: Willi Haase and First Iieutenant Fillisn G. DeWall;
their testimony being attached hereto and marked Exhibits "G" and "H", Copy
of the Prisoner of War Interrogation Record taken by the G-2 Interrogation
Section, Fifth Army, was obtained and is attached hereto as Exhibit nIn,

4 The Commission adjourned to meet again at the call of the commissioner, !

After the town of 5. Anna, Italy had been occupied by Allied Forces,
the Commission met at Valde Castello, Italy on & October 1944,

Members of the board present :

Major EDWIN S. BOOTH, 0250507, JAGD (Commissioner)
Hajor MILTON R. WEXLER, 0419764, IGD (Military Counsel)

4 - Member of the board absent:
' Captain CHARIES N. BOURKE, 0424986, 4GD (Defense Counsel)

The following witnesses appeared in person before the Commissioner and
testified under ocath: Guiseppe Vangelesti, Rossi Demesio and Aleramo Gara-

baldi; their testimony being attached hereto and marked Exhibits nJn, wKn gng
IIL!I.

¥ The statement of Guiseppe Vangelesti, previcusly referred to in his

; ’Jtestimony, has since been obtained, and translation thereof is attached and
marked Exhibit "M, The pass referred to by the witness Aleramo Garabaldi was

f§ oobtained, and is attached hereto and marked Exhibit "N".," Two statements of un- J

| S available witnesses were delivered to the Commission and are attached hereto

i @888 ond marked Exhibits "O" and "P", Permit to bury the dead referred to in the

testimony of Guiseppe Vangelesti is attached and marked Exhibit nwgn, A 1ist

'¥ ; El of the dead identified and recorded by Guiseppe Vangelesti is attached as
: ¢ Exhibit “Re,

Twenty-two photographs taken by Guiseppe Vangelesti were obtained.

Copies
of the prints are attached to the ariginal and duplicate copies of this r

eport,
k- The Commission adjourned at 1750 hours, 8 October 1944.
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EDWIN S, BOOTH,
Major, J-.&.G.Dl’
Commissioner. .

MILTON R, WEXIER,

Major, I, G. D.,"
Military Counsel,
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Ao Po 0. #464, U, S, brmy
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L NO. 223

MAJ EDRIN S. BOOTH, 0250507, JaGD (Commissioner)

MAJ MIITON R, WEXLER, 0419764, I1GD (Militery Counsel)

MAJ CARL H, CUNDIFF, 0447827, AGD (Defense Counsel)

“'**-X-**-l****i—**i’****i&*******************
AN z

R A. M. GRUENTHER,
& Major General, G, S. G.,
j Chief of Staff,
' oFFIcIAL:
4 s/ M. F. Grant
J li. F. GRANT,
g | Colonel, A, G. D.,
'; Adjutent General,
i
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY
A. P. 0. #464, U, S, Army

19 September 194

) EXTRACT

: CAPT CHARIES N. BOURKE, 0424986, AGD, Hq Fifth Army, is detailed as
§8° Counsel of the Board of Officers aptd by Par 1, SO 223, this Hg, cs,

CARL H. CUNDIFF, 0447827, AGD, reld.

By command of Iisutenant General CIARK:

A. M, GRUENTHER,
Major General, G. S. C.,
Chief of Staff,

s/ M, F, Grant

M. F, GRANT,
COlonel, A. Ga D-,
Ad jutant General,
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY
A. P. O. #464, U. S. Army

(S

HLG/HLO/EBm
15 September 1944

Investigation of War Crime.

Ma jor EDWIN S. BOOTH, 0250507, war Crimes Commissioner,

-8 Fifth Army, A.P.O.

You are directed to
perpetrated nesr San Anna,
provisions of Circular 11

464 U.

Italy,

S. Army.

investigate the alle
about 19 Augus

ged war crime
t 1944, under the

NATOUSA, 1944,

2 Ly OSTLER,
Lt. Colonel A, G D.

Asst. deubanc eneral.
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HEADQUARTERS 2D ARMORED GROUP, APO 464, U. S. Army,
29 September 1944,

TO: S~2, TF 45 APO 464 U. S. Army.

An investlgatlon party consisting of Officers from :
2d Armored Group .and one Medical Officer from the 673d - #a
Yedical Collecting Company visited S. ANNA (013942) on fr
E 28 Sept 44 to confirm an investigation msde by elements 1|8
4§ from the 110th Battery, 39th LAA Regt. (British). ‘

Practically a1l houses in the town were burnt and
all civilians, with a few exceptions who escaped, were
either killed or burned to death. The few civilians who
escaped are again living in S. ANNA.

»

In meny of the burnt out houses there still remain
charred remains giving mute evidence of tke massacre. Capt
FESSEL identified many of the bones as those of women and :
young children. This was further substantiated by Cept :

WOLEEN who inspected jaw bone structures and the teeth of
the remains.

Officers of the investigating party:

Major MARTIN DUNKLAU, 0-329965, Inf

i Major JOHN B. BERGIN, 0-343339, Inf
__ Capt JAMES F. JAFFRAY, 0-407047, Inf
: _ Capt SOL KESSEL, 0-472815, MC : 000014
4 © Capt DONAID J. ,WOLKEN 0-516175, e ... '
- il o _--;,-2:1 Lieut. EDWIN W. SOILEK, 01031592 Inf.
4 e GiRE R t, 2" e 2, = s
_ I i
|

b e d &i‘tgnd Ind "', el

HEAD“UAR‘I'ERS, TF h5, AL P“O z;éh U. s Army. __:l’October 19“*;

vt .

: COmmandlng General LIV Gorps A, P 0,?304 =5m- -qppsyeg ]
TT:%lﬂslstant Ghieﬁ{gilstaffang_g ShE f,__ i é?; 2
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, T ‘Herewith a copy of a repOrt rece:wed frmg 139, LAA Reg-t RA. It is
aoubtful whether this massacre would come' undar the heading of a ;
ot peds "ar Crime" as most of the v:.llagera ‘had bean involvad 111 pa.rtlaan i v B s
AT IITA a,ctl\"l‘t y and had dafled a Germa.n order._ - SRR e A
v _Isoih
'- Frad

‘ .A. HCUNSELL Brig.:
Comdr 62 K.A. Bde.
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PROCEDIMENTO PENALE CONTRO IGNOTI

pde2%d c.Prte:.)
sottoposti ad indagine per il reato dn(li 135 4es” o B IP} I06 (o “commesso in. . ANWA O, SAEEHAKLU/

ﬂ;m.o,m_.dz ACOLAMn danno di_ TOTOLAZIONE T TALIANA.
_C.CIRCA . 600 PERRONE)...

> VIOLENZA CON. omcnb-o
_(ARN. 485 C.P.11.G.) .

) Al Sig. Giudice delle Indagini Preliminari
con richiesta di archiviazione, poiché gli

autori del reato sono rimasti ignoti. '

Roma, I oo 2o sos s

TRIBUNALE MILITAREDI..........
{
.presentato in cancelleria, il ... .o i s o IL P.M.

Il G.I.P. presso il TRIBUNALE MILITARE
vista la richiesta di archiviazione del P.M.;
rilevato che sono rimasti ignoti gli autori del reato;
vv. gli artt. 549 - 409 c.pp.;

DICHIARA

non doversi promuovcre I’azione penale e dispone la
restituzione degli atti al P.M. ' :
¢ o016
Roma, B .. \locews e
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' LA - Jbemgen theaxe odd hebranmoo
. The following report 'ori":p-%rl‘;ne %a%%%;-eh O(P: the %riﬁugers of H
ant! Anna 18 based on information collected by patrols of 110/39th’
‘HM.AeAe Battery ResAs' to the village and from information supplied by
ivilians who are living in the village mmk &r have lived in recent
eks near the village, :
. , Most of the statements have been confirmed by two or more
sports. The mountainous area round Sant' Anna has for some months Wi
fliteen full og partisans who have Harrassed the German troops stationed b
‘ thn areas In order totgﬁganq themselves against these men the fs
symahs have cleared towns &nd villages of thelr inhabitants befors o )
8 %oeoupied them, On 318t July{1944 a patrol of 12 German l'&'

#1d men, probably Austrians entered the village ggaghtnooohiu t
i

d that the village would be evacuated by the i tamts at
snoe's Partisans in the village wanted to attack the @ermans then and
here but were disuaded from doing so by civilians, However, on their .
rch beck to Stazzena the patrol was attacked by partisans and 8 of them lL 5
re killed', ‘he next;day the.Germans triéd to:odoupy Farnoochia but I}
vers fought back by partisans and retired, The inhabitants anticipating
further trouble evacuated to the mountains, a large number to the area

sround Sant! Anna, . - e B e T

: , On Bth August’ 1934 the " Germane 6coupied Farnocchia and set fire
#Ato 1it. i :

on 7th August 1944 Sant' Anna was full of refugees from Farnocchis
and other towns threatened by the Germans and the BattIQQ":A patrol of i
Germans entersdXSant' Anna on this day and posted a manifesto in the . i
g village ordering that the place be evacuated by all civilians within & daysl
ihe patrol withdrew and immediately partisans pulled down the noticé
and substituted their own to the effect that ho inhabitants need leave the
¥illage because partisans would protect them against the Germans. The .
Partisans then too& up positions in the hills once more ready to harrass - {i
the @German Patrols’s ; b
On }Eﬂh August 1944 sart! Anna had made no attempt to evacuate its ;
inhabitants, In the early morning & German patrol saw this and at 0800
hrs & party of approcimately 160 men made an encircling movement through
the woods surrounding the village driving the refugees who lived in the
pods into the village, Any cottage they found in their path they set
ire to after driving the inhabitants out or ¥illing them, When the- F B
drive was completed the Italiane were mown down by machine gun fire.Others |
were killed in theinr homes and the houses set on fire by incendiary gran- /|
ades and petrol (some say flame throwers were used)., 138 bodies wers burnt .
in the chruch square with the aid of the pews from the village church to
keep the pyre burning, Some of these bodies were still alive, The SR
Parish priest begged the “ermans to spare 8 small boys. These were taken f |-
by himself but were killed later, The Parish Priest himself was one of
the victims, By 1000 hrs the only living persons in Sant' Ama apart fr
a possible one or two in hiding were Germans.
The troops that took part in the massacre were from en SS Div, I
is sald that during the massacre there was some dissension amongst them
because later the bodies of 3 G@erman soldiers were found deed in the
village., Theyv had been shot, Oust after the massascre a German Officer
received medical attention in Val di Oastello for a bullet wound, His
-'y. name is reported to be Josef Albritz', ‘ , 2
s In all it is estimated that over 400 civilians lost their lives in [~
ag wewraesmuoes in the area. around the village were mede. ~ - . &7
{eLYA.  She Parlsh.priestls 1living quarters in the church.wers j-
~a fbg;pt aggéthqlqhgchhiaself.b;&iy damaged, . Tnatéhi?ﬁﬁashﬁf
e lareg oral ‘pyre hagd-sbeeniburied in the church ‘sgtiare in af
grave ‘“@“th&??%'rﬂdpggqrfhbﬁhngglﬁséavesL ~Some' CHArredhin
e 8till in some of “the outlying cottages', e 7
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AC of 8, G-2, Headquarters IV Corpe, APO 304, U. S. Army,
2 October 1944, '

TO: Commanding General, Fifth Army, APO 464, U, 8.

Army,
ATT: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.

For appropriate processing,

o

T. J. WELLS,
Colonel, G.S.C
AC of 8, G-2
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