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FIFTY-EIGHTH DAY

Saturday, 35rd 1947,
SULL1ING~UP

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: iay it please the court, As the last war progressed it
was self-evident that the Axis Powers were determined to depart from the laws
and usages of war when theydesired to do s0, and therefore the Allied Powers
deolded after the war that’ they would set up tribunals such as this and bring
before them those members of the Gorman Army who they considered had waged war
in brepoh of the laws and usages of war. Thus it comes about that Albort
Kesselring, one time Fleld Marshal in tho German Army and commander-in-ohief
of the German Forces in Italy, finds himsolf in the dook in this court upon
two oharges that he has committed a war crime within tho meaning of the Royal
Warrant whioh brought this court into being.

I will read the two oharges upon which he stands arraigned. The first
charge is: Committing a war orime in that he at Romo, Italy, on or about 23rd
Yarch 1944 in violation of the laws and usages of war was concerned in the
Id1ling as a reprisal of some 335 Italian nationals in the Ardoatine Caves,

Tho scoond charge is: Commiiting a war orime in that ho botween June and
August 194, in violation of the laws and. usages of var, when oommandor-in-ohief
Army Group South Wost, incited and commanded the ‘Gorman Armed Forces and German
Police Forcos in Italy under his command to kill Italian oivilians as reprisals
in oconsequonco of which a number of Itulim,: civilians were killed,

I nocd hardly romind a court of this standing that it is the duty of the
proseoution to satisfy you of the guilt of the accuscd and that it is not for
him to prove his innocence; and if you arc loft after considering the wholo eof
the evidonco with a rcasomable doubt as to his guilt, it is then your duty to
find him not guilty. I nogd hardly also add that you will consider each charge
by itself and that if you 1iko you can acquit him of both or you can convict
him of both ur, if you think it right, you can convict on one and aoquit on tho
otior,

Now, sir, I will invite you to go back to Romo on the aftcrnoon of the 23rd
¥aroh 1 and, if I may borrow a portion of a woll-known Ghurchillian phrase,
I do not think in tho realm of human endeavour so much timo and patience has boen
expended in mioroscopiocally examining into what hoppcned in the forty-oight hourg
betweon two-thirty on 23rd Maroh and the 25th }arch following. Gentlomcn, yeu
know that thore was this bamb which exploded - perhaps there were more than ono,
one large one and =mall ones - and somo Shooting-in the Via Rasella in Romo 3
and you have heard that as a oonsequence of that bomb a large number of German
poliocemen were eithor killed or wounded, How that was donec and who is supposed
to have done it hns beon described to you by the Italian witness Blasi and
if you beliove ho was therc and was tolling you tho truth you have an explanatien
of what was at the baok of thc outrage. . -

Now immodiatoly after thé bomb hnd oxplodod it scems oloar that a numbor of
Paecplo oamo on tho scenc inoluding General Maelsor the Commandant of Rome s tho
consul, and abovo all Kapplor. Kapplor nocds no introduction from me: Ho is
an impdrtant witnoss in this case and I think it will suffice to recall that ho
is obout thirty-nine yoars of age and that he was in charge of the S.D. in Romo;
that he was a sort of polise offioinl and if ho had o rolative rank in the army
it would bo that of licutenant-colonol.

Now, Gentlcmen, I am not going to worry you with a mass of detail. In my
sumning-up to you I shall alimys boar in mind that you have a mass » & moat
formidablo colleotion,of motos of tho evidenocc, and that you can later on oxamine
most of the important witnoésos! testimony from a shorthand transoript note.
Therofore, Gentlomen, I will rely upon you to go into those matters later and
for the moment I proposc to.summariso very briofly what ~rvars to have happened
on that afterncon up to about five of oloak.”
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: Well, sir, I wes Just dealing at the adjournmeni witk the more relevent

'.documents issued by Kesselring, and before I leave them I weuld like to read v
.-my note of why he says he issued the orders, Exhibits 7 and 9. "Aiy main -

veason for issuing these two orders was to avoid icdividual troops end badly
led troops taking the lew into their own honds and 5 make unit commanders
vesponsible themselves, 1 wanted pavtisan warfare 1o be omrried out in the
same memer as reguler warfare, and thercfore I ordered all meens available
to troops should be used, I hoped in this wny by using responsible leader-
ship and using the best means in betile to defeat the partisan warfave in the
shortest possible time. I did not use the air force for tais purpose
because it would have involved e great lows of life on the part of the i
Italiens," : .

Now, sir, if you do not accept the ‘prosecution's view of these documents,
then they will have failed in regaxrd to the Second Charge; but before you
finally come to your decision on that you will no doubt want to consider
euite shortly so fox as I am ooncerned what I call the"effects” Now, theTle
ere the cases which were put up by hussolini and they sre set out in the
ammexwe, and I om going to say very little about them. They were apparently
examined into end you have an affidavit by With in rcgzard to them which I do
not think is quite in oonformity with Exhibit 103, whioh is supposed to be a
~opy of the letter which was written by General Ve:iinghoff to the German
Plcnipotentiary and the Asbassador Dr. Rahn.  Well, sir, there they are, and
I am not going to deal with them in any detail at ali.

I now want to turn and say a few remarks cbou’ the individusl cases
which the prosecutor has put before you, I am not going to say very much
about any of them, but 1 think 1 would like to say a few generalities with
regard to these affidavits and statements. You camrol cross-examine an
affidavit and you oannot consjidexr the demcanour of a witneas if there is not
one to oonsider; and therefore an affidavit ia not a very satisfactory form
of proof of amything. Now, these particular affidavits ore the work of
English N,C.O.8,and I am swe you will oredit that they did their best and
they did it honestly ond they have compiied an accowit - a kind of mosailc -
from a number of statements made by Italian depongnts. These statements ave
put before you as some proof that reprisals of a most
severe kind and which the prosecution suggest wcre not justified by inter-
national law, were toking place all over the country for which Kesselring was
responsible as being the overall 1leader in regard to peatisan warfare,

Now, gentlemen,I am sure you are bound to find that there will be mony
inscowracies in them and many exaggerations; but you are entitled,in my view,
to take into aococount the nuber of them. It may be that there are
exaggerations, that there is wrong evidence,wrong stutements; but you will .
ask yourselves:- Can there be 'such a great many mistakes involving so many !
@ifferent inoldents and involving th: same kiul o2 I-cidunt, that there is no
truth in any of them at all? Are they entirely useless I:uwse you ot pokaat
what is true and what is not true? Now, that is the tosk that you will have
to consider when you come to closed oowt.
Another thing I want to point out whioh is perfeotly t7iouws, is that the
allegations in most of these affidavits are in no way consistent with
military operations and the accidental killing of peasants ,their wives and
theiyr children. It is not. possible in my view,gentlemen, to say that these
can be reconoiled with a perfeotly legitimate military operation by the
Germans and that these people were shot as the result of that, not deliberate-
ly but inocidentally to such a militexy operation. I pointed that out dwing
the cowrse of the trial,that these are not allegations of that kind; they
are many times deliberate allegations of rounding up, *.-". 3 %v graves and
mass shooting.

Well, gentlemen, rightly or wrongly,it seems to me that all you cen say
is this: " We cannot recongile that they died in o proper military operation. .
with what is in the affidavits". Therefore it seems to me you must eitherhw
say that the proscoution and the defence are tal about different things
and then you.must deoide whether you ept or n ese alleged killings
which the prosecution sey ure unlowful/whioh exre set out in these doouments
ever took pldae, -26 - )
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A&7 . Now, siv, let me very triefly deal with them. Thexr was the case of
27 carlisle, Exhibit 26 - Badicure, . There is nothing there, so far as I know,

Y Sl except the affidavit. You will consider that.” If you think no weight is
P " to be attached to it, then, gentlemen,you will dismiss it from yow mind.

. The next one is Exhibit 27, Crowley, at Cawriglia, That again,I think,
o is entirely a question of sn affidavit, You will probebly remember this case
L beoause it is the one involving the Heyrmomn Goexring Division. Kesselring

told you that he heard sbout this and that -he ordered enquiries to be made

into it, and he asked 0.K.W. to pass the matter on to the Hexmann Goering

Division for enquiries because it had passed on to a new theatre of war,

He never heard any result of that but he denies emphatically that whatever

the Hermann Goering Division may have done it was in any way connected with
, " him. I think I should point out that there is a good deal of evidence that

: Kesselring was oonstantly visiting the .front and talking to his generals,

divisional and otherwise,and it is gaid that he was always very keen on
pointing out to these generals and commanders that they must wage war properly
and that they must obey his om'dexs as he had given them out.

Well, sir, the next case is Exhibit 28, Campfield - Sen Giustino Valdarno.
Now, in addition to the affidavit there was an affidavit by General Herr
(Exhibit 56), but that is not very important I think because you will remembeyr
that General Herr dealt with that as a witness here in comt, Now it is a
matter for you  You have the allegations in the affidavit and you have the
so~oalled explamation by Ger.ral Hery. He tells you that he remembers this
case very clesxrly, that ii was the 15th Panser Grenadier Division, that it wes
a partisan-infested area, th~t there was an open road which had to be kept
open, and that he axranged with General Hauok to attaok the partisans from
the north. This was done uasuooessfully end then it was done again with
success, But he agrees that anything he ig talking about bears no relation
to what is alleged in the effidavit., Well, sir, there again it is on that
material that you will care®ully oonsider it, .- The prosecution ask you to’
say that that was an unlovfu™ reprisal, ; . S

’ i
Now the next one was ExX:.ibit 29, Hemmond, at Bucine, Here ngain, as far
. a8 I em aware,it is a single affidavit with no furthexr evidence at all,
. Kesselring thinks that it might have been a proper partisan fight, but there
again the details in the affidavit are not those of a fight but of something
quite different. .

The next one is Exhibit 30, a single affidavit, at Quote. Kesselring
says he knows nothing about this, and it is suggested that if it ever took
plaoe it was an action on th: part of the Fascists and hod nothing to do with
the Geyman axrmy at all, , . '

The next one is Exhibit 31; - that is Charles and the plade is Padulivo.
Kessalring says he hrd no rezort of this incident, and you will remember
that in this case there were two statements, one Exhibit 63 by hiaria hignani
and one,Exhibit 64, by Zora Kenda, Gentlemen, again, if you acoept their
testimony it is quite olear they are not talking about unfortunate killings
in the midst of a military operation, There is the evidence that is offered
to you and you will consider it in due ecwrse, C

The next is Eahibit 32, Smedley, and vflates to Castiglioni Fibooohi. .
There egein there Is a single affidavit ,end 1 think Kesselring agreed that this
was a reprisal end he ventwed to say, I think quite properly, that if it
ocourred the aotion that was taken was not Justified; but he says he knows
nothing about it and camnot be held responsible for it.

The next is Exhibit 33, Cartwright - San Polo; and here, in addition to

the evidenoce of the affidavit, you have ExhIbi¥ 57, Genexal Hauck and
Exhibit 56, General Hexr. General Hery dealt with that in his evidence and H
of San Polo he said: "I went to the 305 Infantry Division. General Hauok ' i
veported to me that a regimental commander had told him about San Polo,that ‘
i

7

after a partisan battle men were supposed to have been shot and that the
graves were blown up”.’ Gencral Herr said he was annoyed about this,and he
ordered the dismissal of the ocommander and that he should be cowrt-martialled.

- 27 -
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He said that the regiment' left the division tnd he says that dbthing was
“* gone su far as he was concerned because it hnd left. This is the cese which
is Sug osed to have been mentioned on the wireless, and you will remember

proseoution are alleging that people wexe being killed here without
heving stood a trial. Gentlemen,that is the evidence in regard to the
incident of San Polo. . . .

The next one is Exhibit 34, Smedley - Rifredi and Casteilos In
addition to the affidavit theve .is a stotement by Giorgio Pipoll, and he
gives you e version of something which is quite inconsistent with a militery
operation. The proseoution say, if you aocept the evidence, that that is
snother unlawful and brutal act under the guise of a reprisal.

Exhibit 38 denls with Baxendale and Podernuovo,and that again is a
single affidavit. No. 39 is Bainbridge at Crescentino, In addition to
the affidavit there is a statement by Romo Ravarino,and 1 think this is one

of the incidents which is complained of by Mussolini, That is again the
evidenoce you have to consider in regard to that incident,

Then Exhibit 4O is Hall end deals with Veruochio, a single affidavit.
Kesselring says: "1 have ncver heard of it; I know ncthing about it."

Exhibit 41 is Certwright and deals with Sarsina, a single affidavit,
Kesselving says he never heard sbout it and knows nothing ebout it.

Then Exhibit %2,Edmondson - San Martino, to whioh is attached a
statement (you will remember it) by Private Julien Legoli, an Alsation
deserter, who was a student of natural slg'.:ieno_e from Alsaoce,and who made a
which perheps yowr militaxy knowledge’ may helpl ou to decide as to whether
you get any profit from'it or not, . Kesselring says that he heard something

sbout this, and you have had an explanation,I think,by Beelits about the

mill.ta-xry topography end I think two maps are before the cowt dealing

v

\ .

; effidavit Exhibit 75 by General Simon, There seems %o be

yathey mare evidence one way and ancther in regard tn Sen Martino then the

"

othey cases you have to consider,
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Now, Sir, we are left with one or two inoidents in which there is rather
more to be considercd. Firsi of all there is the Milan inoident. Now that I
personally found rathor campicated and rather oconfusod. There wore quite a
numbor of names montionod and some of them Woro rather similar, You will
remember about the affidavit by Piero Parini, Ho was tho man who was sentenced
to eight ycars in prison and I think there was somo question about an appeal,
mhon thore was an affidavit by Vieensio Costa, Exhibit 36, but this Costa
appoared in porson and gave _ovidence., Then thore was Exhivit 37, Stefone
canzio, Thon I think you will havo to take jnto acoount the ovidence which
was given in ocourt by Dr. Bottini for ‘the defonos. Well, Gontlomon, I am net
going to woary you by going into tho intricacies of this oaso bocause you will

_pove to do that lator on, bui I think it is fair to say that tho ovidonoe of
Costa which he gavo in court departed in quite a mumber of material ways frem
tho statemont ho had made in writing.

’

Now, Gentlemen, what tho prosecution roly on (vhether you do or not is fer

} you to say) thoy ask that if you bolieve Coaste ho hes doposed 4o en inoidcat -

_ whioh toock pla: ith Colonel von Goldbeck, town major of Milan at the time’
these fiftcon boen shot in the square., Ho says ho spoke to Colonel
von Goldbeak in the prosence of Vito Mussolini ond ho said to Ccoldbock, "Wwho.
gave tho order for tho oxcoution in the Piazza Loreto?" and the soldier sald,
"Do not insist, I am a soldier and I cannot talk". ILater be said, "Kossclring
gave this order and insistod upon it". Now, Gentlemon, whether that is true
or not is ontirely for you to say. “\hethor Vicensio Oosta 1s malking it up or
not, I do not knmow, He is & man who has.boen sontonced and is undergoing a

" long torm of imprisonment. I’ :

. * Now Dr. Bottini oontradicts the ovidenoo -of Costa and he says that ho has
nover heard tho nome of Kesselring mentioned in oonneotion with this shooting
at all. Ho soys that from his point of view it was ordored by Colonel Rauff. ---
of tho S.D. and was carricd out by the Ettoro miti Icglon. Well, Gentlemen,
you have a confliot undoubtodly butween those two Ttalians, but the proscoutor
soys that whatevor viaw you take of their evidonce they are both saying (3 6o
not know whother you agroo or not) that these exccutions wore carried out on
the orders of tho Gormans and not the Italions, )

-- - Well, Gentlomen, thore it is. It is a confusod story and you will have
to oarefully study tho evidenoce of those rospeotive Italiens and the affidavitsy
In the result Kossolring says: "I know nothing about it; I have never had =*
_ anything %o do with Mussolini about it., I have nover hoard of it and I dony
tho whole thing." : '

* Now, Sir, wo camo to a very familiar oasa, tho case which storte with
Bxhibit 43, Edmondson who is dealing with what we oall the Fuceocohio Marshes,
. Well, Gentlemen, hore again - nd this is a striking example of what Ivas ;

- pointing out to you - horo ngain you have General Crasomann, the military
commandor, cauing into the box and he desoribes exaotly the military manoeuvre
whioh ho ordored and which he supervised in oonnootion with the rounding up of
portisans in tho Marshes, . yell, Sir, is not it obvious that everything that
General Orascmann says may be true up to a point, but is it any enswer at all
%o the allegntions which are containod in the statomonts Exhibit 66 by Dima’
Bartolini and Exhibit 67 by Silveatri ? Tt is no uso talking about cars opening
fire and K1ling women and children who unfortunntely got in the way and saying
that that is why those women and children were kKilled. You can acoept that if
you like and then it is morely acoidontal and unfortunate and nobody con be
blamed, loast of all Kessolring; but thet is not whnt is in theeffidavits, Tho
affidavits aro not about acocidental killings; they aro storlos of deliberate
murder, Thore again, Gontlemen, it is for you, if you liko to sny, "We do not
beliove these affidavita"; but how you can réooncilo Goneral Crasemann's evidence
with tho affidavits I really do not know, and this is an example, as I say, of
what T hovo been pointing out throughout, that it is difficult to explain these
affidavito on the ground that people are boing inoidontally killed because of
military oporntions, .-.
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. four Germans wore wéunded, onc rather badly in the baok with a shot-gun, and you

Now, Sir, in this particular ‘case Orascmann detailod to you very minutely
and very clearly exactly wha“ he says "o ¢id. The interesting part of this
case is that for once you hae a German officer, Major Strauch, appearing and
giving evidence which is rath.er damming in regard to Ceneral Crasemann, Whother
you believe Strauch or not is entirely for you. Strauch probably will have to
stand his triel in conneoticr. with what hnppencd there and what he said, and
1ike so many people in conncction With war orimos ono has to be very cautious
in roceiving what he has to eay; but at any rote he has given evidence on oath
and he has beon cross-oxaminud and, without going into his evidence in any great
dotail, you will romember thzt he sworo to some vory clear allegations., He says
that ho talked {o Crasomann and that he was told that all persons found in' this
area should be shot, that ali persons in this area had to be shot. He said he
was vory astonished and ropeated, "All persons to be shot?" because thore werc
vomen and ohildren to his knowledge in tho Marshes. He sald, "Women and childron
oould be there, could not they?" and he says the answer he’ got was quite clearly,
"Yos, they are partisans or kelpers", and he understood that he was being given
orders for them to be shots Now, Gentlomen » he has told you what he says
happencd in the Morshos and who was shot, and his account differs from Crasemann! B,

Gentlemen, it is for you to say., The prosccuticn are suggesting that here
1s a oaso whore a reprisal was beingtiken involving women and ohildren, that he
was to wipe out everybody in ‘;he Marsims, not only to get rid of thém but to
dotor othors; and they suggcst that *his could not go on unless the officers
oonoermned had had tho backing of the orders of the comrander-in-chiof, Field
Marshal Keaselring, though'I -:hink in this particulsr case Crasemann said that
he had not hoard of any such ordors a* this timo. Now, Sir, I do not need to
8pend any more time on the Fveochio Morshos oase because, as I say, you have
ccnsidorable materinl to conc:dor and the inaidont is well knosm to you,

Now one of the other two which I think remain to be considered is Exhibit -
46, Bordini San Terenzo, Now in this caso you have an affidavit by Baxendale
and in oddition you have the 'rol cvidencu of tho priest and of the Italian
survivor, Paoliochi. Vell, G.ntlemen: it is for you to say whether the priost
was a oalm and clear witness. VWos ho telling you a convincing story and does
1t satisfy you that an atrooci*y was boing oarried out 3 You also have the

. ovidenoe of Paolicchi and I t.ink this is tho case whore You have tho torrible

photographs,

Now some point is made here that evon if pooplo were shot, as Paolioochi and
tho priost dopose to, at San Terenzo, the prosecution have faile@ to Show that
thoy wore not tried properiy for acting agninst the German troops and had been
conviotod by standing oourts cr somo courts and that therefore what had happened
to dhem was not in any way mu:der but was a propor oxecutior,

Tho priest also spoko about the incidont at Vinoa whore he said there were
about tWo hundred people killed. He desoribes how he saw the dead and it is
for you to say if you acoept kis evidenoces COould it have ocourred in any
logitimato use of the laws and usages of war 7. Well, Gentlemen, there is ‘here
& oonsidorablo amount of evidence, perhaps more-so than in any other incident,
You havo goi{ these two witnesses who have been oross—oxamined, and in addition
you bhave the statement and tho affidavit Exhibit 73 of General Simon.

Now wo come to the last inoidont and that is Borgo Tioino, which is perhaps
one of the most intoresting and strnight forward of all. You will remember that
you had samo witnosses on this. You had Lieutonant Commander Krumhaar who is
quite an intoresting porsaality because he was a judge in a Berlin court and
thorefore he should lmow what ho was talking about, Now you will remember how

will rcmember how some twolve or thirtecen Italinns were rounded up and how they

were shot. Krumhoar does not make any difficulties about this ; ho says: "There

was no trial - it wos not neocssary®, end ho got on with the Job, 1In the result

twelve Italians forfeited their lives because of an attack whioh resulted in the
.. - 30 -
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wounding of four Gormans. You will rem~mber “hat he says he rang up the

highor formation (I think it was at “3e requost of the mayor) and I think

tho higher formation was commandad Jy Gonoral Toensfeld. But that is a olear

caso on the ovidenao of Kru haar of *he shooting of these Italians without

bringing them before a cours;, as an nlleged reprisal for this aot committod

upon the Germen soldiers whon thoy vcre going or coming from the village to
. get petrol,

Now in addition to Krumhaar thore was the evidence of Mario Fiola. He
was one, or so he says, who was pioked up, though he says he had nothing to
do with this matter at. all, when tho thirtoen were selected, He desoribes
how he fell down when tho shooting ccourred and how he escaped: He lay an
tha square for tao hours ani, for what it is worth, he says that not one of

’ ‘ the twolve shot wexo motive partisons., :

Now, Gentlemen, there again it is for Yyou to consider that evidenco and
it is ono of the cases which Werc mentioned by Mussolini, The prosecution
ask you to troat this caso as a tost case in regard to whether bona fide
inquiries were really being made into alleged atrocitics by the commander-in-
chief when they were reportod to him, Now, Gentlemun, it is true that Fiela
Marchal Kesselring met with an acoidont ond wan away from his command at much
of tho material time with which you are concerned, but the complaint in Borgo
Ticino was on 24th September and it sas a very dotaliled complaint, It seems
to have given the right dat ', the right sort of story and the right number o»
very noarly the right number of riciims -rith names, and one would have thought
that 1f a oumanderin-chi~f was dctermined to stamp this out that at any mte
in this oase he would have heen pro~iled with propor material. Onoe you got
hold of Krumhanr, unless he had lied. it would have been quite olear that the
story which was boing told “herc in its cssentials was true. Nor .. this case
may have bocn investigatod, probebly was., I appears to have been dealt within
the enolosure to the letter sent by Veitinghoff, but the prosecution do ey _ .
at any rate in this ocase that if thery was a complaint in this form it could
have been dealt with very speedl”y and examinsd fi.nto without any diffioculty,
Now, sir, that is Borgo Tic‘wd, ,_ ’
' . Porhaps I ought to havo said in dealing with the question of the Musoochio
Marshes that ‘hore was an inquiry orderea after the shooting, as you will
" remember, and that is o point that I #hink You ought to have in mind because
the defence say that if thero was suoh an inquiry surely that means that
higher authority were not txying to hush it up but were trging to inveutignte, :

Well, now Sir, there is quite a briof review of this quite oconsiderable
numbor of somo eighteon incidents » I think, involving allegations of some
ono thousand viotims sproad over a considorable timo and over the months which
aro sot out in the oharge-shoet., It is for you and your members to sey whnt
welght you attach to thom, all of ihom or any of them; and if you say that
you are improssed bymne of them, that you cannot conneot them in any way with
Kesselring, well then the "effeot” of whioch T have spoken will be non-existent.

- On the other hand if you Bay: "No, we aro satisfied that in substance these
were ocourring in the way that has been desoribed" » 1t is for you to say whether
Jou are going to draw an inferonce that that could only have gone on with the
benevolence and permission of Kesselring beoause otherwise he would have heard
about it and he would havo interfored ang stopped il., Wwhether that is right
or sound is-entiroly for you: It is a purely military queation and I know you
will fairly and impartinlly considor it in due course,
. more .

Now, 8ir, thero is not ‘rory muoch/ it cooms to mo, to say now in rogard
to the saoond charge, The issue is a vory clear one. The prosecution say that
they bavo shown you doounonts and have brought you evidence » from whioh you
should drew an irresistible inferenoco that at ony rate in this period with a
view to smashing the partisan movemont Kosselring was inociting and ordering
his troops to aot in a wny, under the gulse of reprisals, which was in breech
of the laws and usages of war; and the prosecution glve you a large number of

- 31 -
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examples, oomplaints by Mussolini himself, relating to women and ohildrey,
who aould not possibly have had anything.o do with the partisans » and they
ask you to say that they havo made out a Sound. case.

' On the other hand the dnfence say:You have completely misread our order,
They wero tactical orders. If you interprot them in the way they should be
interpreted it is quite Wrong to say that Kesselring evor had this deliberate
intention. They also say that many of these inoidents are so flimsy and
supported by such a poor type of evidertoe that you chould disregard them, and
in others thoy hnve provided explonations that they were either military .

manoeuvres or thot the viotims may have been k'1133 after a standing oourt,

.There is a very clear issue for you to dsuvide, It 1s for the prosecution

to prove it and if you are not satisfied, well, Gentlemen, you will acquit
the acoused on tho second charge, ’ :

Now, Sir, I have nearly done. This has boen a long case and before I

oonolude I think I might very well 8ay that Kessolring and those who have
ably conducted his defence have woged in this gourt  stubborn and determined &
battle for the 1ife - it might even by - but certainly the honour of Kesselring
as éver Kesselring fought in those long doys when he was retiring through

- Italy, Those are tho twilight hours of a great fighting soldier., It is

" for you Sir and your members to say by your verdiot in the light of the evidence
whether that Andlight is to deepen into the gloom and derkness of a conviotion
or whether you are going to say: 'No » that ¥=ilight muat give way by an
aogquittal to the down of bettor things for Albert Kesselring, one time Fleld
Marshal in the Germen Arry”. All that remiins to be said, Sir, is that I woulad
ask you and your membens to irue verdiot make in ‘accordence with the evidence
Jou have heard in this court. . ' -

.. THE PRESIDRNT; The court will adjoim to consider ithe verdlot. I will inform
. tho marshal of the oourt when it will be raquirefl to re-assemble,

©; (A% 1555 hours the court is olosod to comaider the findings)

:

—————t
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§-»fifithe regard to the second telephone conversation which took place -

. .

CASE No. 4
THE TRIAL OF ALBERT KESSELRING

BRITISH MILITARY COURT AT VENICE, ITALY,
17TH FEBRUARY—6TH MAY, 1947

A. OUTLINE OF THE PROCEEDINGS

1. THE CHARGES

The accused was charged with ** being concerned in the killing as a
reprisal of some 3335 Italian nationals.' in the Ardeatine Caves (first charge),
and with ** inciting and commanding . . . forces . . . under his command
to kill Italian civilians as reprisals in consequence of which a number of
[talian civilians were killed ”* (second charge). .

2, THE EVIDENCE

{i) Evidence on the first charge

Most of the evidence was agreed upon by Counsel for the Defence and
Counsel for the Prosecution.

I'he evidence on the bomb explosion in Rosella Street, on the 23rd March,
13944, and on the mass shooting in the Ardeatine Caves, on the 24th March,
944, was substantially the same as the evidence given with regurd to these
cvents in the Mackensen trial.(!) The accused returned from the front to
his headquarters on the evening of the 23rd and the events of Rosella Street
were reported to him immediately. Then two telephone conversations took
place. A staff officer from Hitler’s headquarters spoke to Kesselring's

chief-of-staff and informed him that the Fiihrer had ordered that as a

teprisal for the bomb attack, 10 Italian hostages were to be killed for every
German policeman who had died as a result of that bomb attack.

hetween the head of the SD (Security Service) in Rome and the accused,
the-evidence for the Prosecution and the evidence for the Defence are at
variance. The head of the SD testified that hc informed the accused that
i had enough persons ** worthy of death ** 10 carry out the reprisal.  This,
"2 explained, meant persons under scntence of death or charged with

v:«@ficacey: for which.the death penalty could be imposed. The accused

maintained that he was informed by the head of the SD in the course of
this telephone conversation that he had sufficient persons actually sentenced
W death in the prisons of Rome. The accused then issued the following
nrders to General Mackensen, the commander of the 14th Army, which
was one of the armies under the accused’s command :

* Kill 10 Iialians for every German. Curry out immediately.”

Later, during the night a second order from the Fiihrer's headquarters
was received at Kesselring's headquarters. [t repeated the first order and
added that ** the execution was to be carried out by the SD."* This order
was passed down to 14th Army by the accused’s chief-of-staff, who, also,
informed the accused.

The case for the prosecution on this evidence was that the accused had
ordered reprisals at the rate of ten to one, which was excessive, and that

() Pp. 1-8 of this volume,
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10 ALBERT KESSELRING

as he had passed the orders to subordinate army formations, he was respon-
sible for the way in which they were carried out. The case for the defence
was that on receiving the news of the bomb attack, the accused had ascer-
tained that there were sufficient persons already sentenced to death to
carry out the reprisal ‘without killing innocent people.

The two main arguments of the defence were: (1) that in passing down
the order received from the Fiihrer to the I4th Army, the accused had
deliberately left out the word ** hostages ** to avoid any persons not sentenced
to death being killed. He thus carried out the orders he was given in the
most humane way that was open to him. (2) That the second order charged
the SD with the execution and thus freed the accused {rom all responsibility

. for carrying out the execution and that therefore after passing on the second

order the accused never enquired into the manner in which it was carried out.

The Judge Advocate said: ** The Field Marshal's real defence is: ** I
never carried out any orders at all, all I did was to pass along the chain of
communication, a message to the SD."

(ii) The Evidence on the second charge

On Ist May, 1944, Field Marshal Keitel, as Commander-in-Chief of all
German forces, issued an order which gave the accused, as Commander-in-
Chicef of all German forces in Italy, the overall command and direction in
the fight against Italian partisans who had become a serious menace to the
security of the German torces in that theatre. For this particular purpose
all SS and police forces in Italy, as well as the fighting services, were brought
under his command. On the 17th June, 1944, the accused issued an order
to his troops concerning *‘ new regulations for partisan warfare,” which
contained the following passage: *‘ The fight against the partisans must
be carried out with all means at our disposal and with the utmost severity.
1 will protect any commander who exceeds our usual restraint in the choice
and severity of the means he adopts whilst fighting partisans. In this
conoection the old principle holds good, that a mistake in the choice of
the means to achieve an objective is always better than failure to act or
neglect . . . partisans must be attacked and destroyed.”

On 28th June, 1944, the accused issued an appeal to the Ttalian population

. over the wireless in which he condemned the method, of fighting adopted
" by the allies in'Ttaly. He alleged that the allied commanders had issued

a number of proclamations in which they had incited the Italian population
to assail German military posts, attack sentries by stabbing them in the back
and to kill as many Germans as possible. He continued: ** Up to now
I have proved that to me the respect of human principles is a matter of
normal logic . . . However, as a responsible commander I can no longer
hesitate to prevent by the most repressive means this despicable and medizval
method of fighting. I give warning that I shall use these means forthwith.

* Followers of the Allies and subversive elements are warned not to coatinue

the behaviour shown hitherto.”

On ist July, 1944, the accused issued a secord order to his troops in which
he pointed out that his broadcast announcement was not to be an empty
threat. The order said, ** where there are considerable numbers of partisan
groups a proportion of the male population of the area will be arrested.
In the event of acts of violence being committed these men will be shot.
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The population must be informed of this. Should troops, etc., be fired on
from any village, the village will be burned down. Perpetrators or ring-
leaders will be hanged in public."" The order ends with the sentence:

** All counter measures must be hard but j Just The dignity of the German
soldier demands it.”"

During the months of July and August many punitive actions were carried
out by the German forces in Italy, both against the partisans and against
the civilian population, in the course of which over a thousand ltalians,
amongst them women and children, were killed. The prosccution submitted
affidavit evidence of over twenty instances of indiscriminate killing of [talians
by German troops during the relevant period. On the 21st August, 1944,
the accused acknowledged these facts in an order to his troops in which he
pointed out that ** instances have occurred within the last few weeks which
caused the greatest harm to the dignity and dxsclphne of the German armed
forces, and which had nothing to do with punitive measures.’

On the 24th September, 1944, the accused, in another order to his troops,
stated: *‘ The Duce has furnished me with fresh instances which are
revolting in the manner in which they have been carried out and are driving
even the peaccful elements of the population into the enemy's camp or to
the partisans.”

Relving on these facts, the Prosceutor said : ** the orders of 17th June
and 1st July, were contrary to the luws and usages of war. The order of
the 17th June was an incitement to the troops under the accused’s command
to commit ¢xcesses, and the prosccution obviously relies on the expression
* I will protect any commander,’ etc. [ say no more than that this is an
incitement, but in the order of the Ist July the accused goes further and
orders his troops to take reprisals and it is not until 24th September that
he says'‘ this must stop.” That is the gravamen of this charge.™

The Prosecution further maintained that these orders on the one hand

and the atrocities alleged tp have been committed by the German troops ia .

on the other were cause and effect and that the accused must therefore
be held responsible for the actions of the troops under his command..

The case for the defence was that the orders of the 17th June and Ist
July were not illegal and that they, in effect, suid to the German forces.,

" ' You must be hard, you may do many severe things but you must keep

ithin the law.'. The defence submitted. that in the. first order the.assurance---
officers that they would be protected il they attacked partisans was
necessary, as in the past commanders had becn taken to account for action
against partisans us politically undesirable. The re-stating of the ** old
principle ”* which for a century had appeared in most training pamphlets

. for the German army was appropriate in these circumstances,

With regard to the second order, the defcnce maintained that it outlined
the taking of hostages and the infliction of reprisals both of which were
legal as everything set out in the order was conditioned by the last sentence,
that all measures taken ** musi be hard, but just."" As far as instances of
unlawful killings by German troops were concerned, the defence denied
some instances altogether, attacking the credibility of the Prosecution’s
evidence which on this point was predominantly affidavit evidence, and
admitting other instances while pleading that they occurred not as a result

000015



s NI L eh e - [P NE

12 ALBERT KESSELRING

of the accused’s orders but as a result of independent actions by the troops
or by local commanders.

The issue which the court had to decide was, therefore, in the words «of
the Judge Advocate, whether the accused's orders were ** a definite incite-
ment to kill Italians or just badly worded orders which were rather carelessly
drafted.”” and whether all or any of the instances of indiscriminate killing,
of ltalians by German troops were a direct consequence of these orders.

FINDINGS -AND SENTENCES .

The accused was found guilty on both charges and sentenced to death
by shooting. The sentence was commuted by the confirming officers to
one of life imprisonment.

B. NOTES ON THE'CASE

1. THE LEGALITY OF KILLING INNOCENT PERSONS BY WAY OF REPRISALS

In presenting the Prosecution’s case on the first charge the Prosecutor
conceded that the German authorities were justified in imposing reprisals
after the bombing attack in Rosella Street. After quoting some authorities
on the subject.(’) he pointed out that whereas there was authority for
destruction of property and incarceration of nationals of occupied territory
as reprisals, there was no authority for the taking of human life. The
defence argued that in extreme circumstances the taking of human life in
the course of reprisals was permissible. A commentary on German Military
Law published during the second world war, was quoted by Counsel in this
context. The author says: “* Hostages are held in a kind of safe custody.
They vouch with their lives for the lawful conduct of the opponent. Accord-
ing to the usages of war it must be announced that hostages are being taken

. and for what purpose. Above all, the taking of hostages has to be brought

to the notice of those for whose lawful conduct the hostages are a guarantee.
If the event which was to be prevented by the taking of hostages occurs,
e.g. if the opponent continues his unlawful conduct, the hostages can be
killed.”’(?) Defence Counsel argued that the first step towards the inflicting
of reprisals is the taking of hostages. He said that** any military commander
in the course of reprisals is authorised to arrest .ivilians in case partisans
should autack his troops or military establishments. If at a later stage
outrages against the troops of the occupying power are committed, prisoners
belonging to the group detainad as hostages may be killed in the course of
reprisals.””  In support of this proposition Defence Counsel quoted section
358(:/) of the American Rulvs of Lund Warfare.(®) " Hostages taken and
held for the declared purpose of ensuring against unlawful acts by the enemy
forces or people may be punished or put to death if unlawful acts are never-
theless committed.””

The Judge Advocate said in his summing up : ** I have come to the con-
clusion that there seems to be on the part of writers a very deliberote attempt
not to come out in the open and answer the very question that the Court

Y) They are fully set out on pp. 3-7 of this 'volume.
%) Waltzog, Recht der Landkriegsfithrung (Laws of War on Land), 1941, p. 83.
(?) FM. 27/10, Rules of Land Warfare, 1940,
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wants answered and this is ¢ Can you shoot, in certain circumstances, an
innocent person by way of reprisal * ? . . . International Law is generally
«n a high level. It is about what one belligerent may do to another belli-
gerent, but what Field Marshal Kesselring had to deal with were not
coantries which were organised with governments but irresponsible people
in the main whom he could not negotiate with, people in respect of whom
he could not suy to responsible leaders * You must control your followers.”
Therefore I do suggest that if there ever were circumstances in which one
would have to resort to reprisals if one failed after proper application to
lind the real culprit that that is the sort of thing in which a reprisal must
have been considered appropriate. . . . I have come to the conclusion
that there is nothing which makes it absolutely clear that in no circumstances
and especially in the circumstances which I think are agreed in this case
that an innocent person properly taken for the purpose of a reprisal cannot
be executed. 1 feel that if there is some doubt in the law, the benefit of
that doubt must be given to the Field Marshal and therefore I am not
prepared to put this case to you on the basis that if you are satisfied that
the Field Marshal was Jeliberately shooting one innocent person by way
of reprisal, that that in itself is a war crime of which he should be con-
wated.””

The issues before the court on the first charge were these :

{1} Were the German urmed forces, represented by the accused, or the
Security Service, represented by the head of the SD in Rome,
responsible for the shootings ?

(2) Was the shooting of 335 Italians a legitimate reprisal or a war
crime ?

With regard to the first question, the Judge Advocate advised the court

pebia i summing up, that :** if you feel that it is right on the evidence as a

whole that the shooting was clearly the responsibility of the Security Service

wetifd that all responsibility had passed from the Wehrmacht, then to my

mind you are bound to acquit the accused.” It seems then that the court
found that the uccused bore the responsibility for these shootings.

With regurd to the second question, the court tound that the shootings

swaienatituted- a war crime but this finding does not supply an answer t6 the'

[ R

question whether the taking of human life as a reprisal is permissible or
not as the finding of the court could be supported cither by holding that the
aatio of 10 to | was excessive or by the fact that 335 persons were killed
mstead of 330 as ordered. The Judge Advocate said in his summing up:
* whatever you may think about International Law and reprisals, clearly
five of these 335 Itulians were murdered. That was a war crime and you
cannot get away from it. There was no Fiihrer order 10 cover it und it
was quite outside the reprisal.”

The issue before the court on the second charge was not merely whether
the measures ordered by the accused were legitimate reprisals or not but,
as the Judge Advocate pointed out in his summing up: *‘ The charge is a
much more serious and grave one and that is that the Field Marshal
deliberately and knowingly when he produced the relevant orders, was
baving them produced in such form that he knew what the results would
be and that he intended by bringing these orders into existence, to bring
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HEADQUARTEIS ‘
o FOTH  ARMY o ho. 966
]

G=2 SECLION .
IRALLALY TOH LEraiy. vl 11 Oot 1944

Translation of attached documsnta follows:

COMLUNE OF MONYECATINT TLHME
PROVINCE o PISTOIA

gfflce of Vital Ytutilgtles oo
"..‘s i B »

The offlcer of vital®*stutlatlics amxisrss of the Corumuine of
Uontecatinl Terme declares that on 23 Aug 1944 at about 1300 H., folluwing
the machine-gunning iy the geramuns, th: death of the follewing person
resulted in the loculity of Capanncnhe (Fraz. di Ponte Buggieness):

BENDINELLI Marla Valeria, .srried to ILUCCHESI,

Qaughtor of the late Burtolomeo and of the late Psrondl Muria,
born in Ponte bBuggiansse on 16 Dea 1870,

civil status: murried, ocoupation: housewife

reslding In Montecatini ‘ferme, Vie della Vignu No. 29.

Montecutinl Terme, % Oct 1v44
Chilefl Off icer The Officer of Vital 3tatistieca

COIMUNE OF MONWTECATINI TxHME ) (B)
FRUVINCE OF PISTOLA

Office of Vital sGtatistics

*  The officer of vital statistics of ths Commune of MHontecatini
Terme, declares thut on 23 Aug 1944 et about 1300 H., following the
machine~-gunaing by German aolddera, the death of the following person
resulted in the locality of Caponna (Fraz. 41 Ponte Bugglanese):

LUCGHEST Augusto

Son of the late Amaddio amd of the late Chiti Elena
Born in {fonsummano on 1l Dec 1872

Civii status; warried Qocupation: mason

Residing in ontecatini “werwe, Via deliu Vigna No. 29.

Montecatinl Terme, 3 Oct lvdd ‘
The Officer

commmoor" UOLMECATINI TERLE " (o)

Office of Vital statisties

The officer of vital statistics of the Commune of Montecatinl
Terme, declares that on 23 Aug 1944 & about 13500 H., following the
- machine~gunning by derman soidiers, the death of the following person
z;eaulted in the locality of le torette (Fraz. di Monsummano):

VANNELLI hisria Kita, widow of LUPORI
Daughter of Ezlo ‘and of Pagnl Faaqus
Born in Ponte Buggleneds on 5 Sapt 1897
Civil 3tatus: widow Occupuat long housewife
Residing in jlontecatinl Terme, Via llortineto Ho. 19.

Monteocating Terms, 3 Oot 1944 )
The officer of vital Stetistice

EXHIDIT “aH® ,"_. P Ié.f/
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COIMUNE OF LONTECATINI TERIE
wV1LCE LSTOLA
Offhce of Vital Statistles
The officer of vital statistics of the Comaune of Montecatini

Terme, declares that on 23 Aug 1944 at about 1300 H., following the
machine-gunning by fGerman s oldlers, the death of the following pepson
resulted in the locality of 3tabbla (Fraz. di Cerreto Guidi):

GALIERQO Salvataore
Son of vincenzo and of Trinchiello Tommasina
Born in Calvigzano on 31 Aug 1802
Civil Status: married Qocupations Policeman
Residing in lontecutini Terme, Via C.V. Emanuele 25
Hontecatinl Terme, 3 Qot 1944

‘The Qfficer of Vital Statistics

COICULE OF MONCECATINI TEWME (<)
FROVINCE OF FISLOIA

Office of Vital 3tatistica

The oftlcer of vital statistics of the Commune of liontecatini
Terme, declares that on 25 aug 1944 at about 1300 H., foldowing the
machlne~-gunning by German soidlers, the death of the fullowing person
resulted ln the locality of Capannone (kraz. di Fonte Bugglanese):

MAGNANI Enrico

Lon of Ferrusclo and of ltaterassi Vincenzinm
Born in ifontecatinli Terme on 1 Aug 1924

Civil ytatus: Single; Occupation: Clark

Hesiding in Yontecatini Terme, Vlia ‘fripoll Ho. 13

ilontecatini Terme, 3 Oct 1944
The O0fficer of Vital Statistiloes.
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o PIPTH ARy ‘ Ho. 1010
G-2 SEOTION

PRANSLATION  DEPARTMENT 11 Oot 1944
Translation of attached document follows:

- s i v

THE DAYOR

after having soen the meédlionl certificate and reoceived the relative
information
. CHRTIPIES

that at about 7 otolook on 23 August, German Boldiers in the Maasarelle
sector, killsd with fire arms and without reason the fallowing persons
belonging to the civilian popuiation of this Comxunes

Guidi Gluseppe of the late Raffaello, 658 years old ) father
guidi Dante 41 Giuseppe, 28 years 0l& son
Guidi 10lo of the late Pletro, 62 years old

Guidi nto of the late Lorenzo, 320 years old

Yatteoni guldo of the late Jorrado, 44 years old

Bandinl Agostino of Bandino, 30 years of age.

Fucecchlo, ¢ Gct 1944

The Mayor
A. Gecooni

COMMUNE OF FUCECCHIO
BICVINCE OF FLORENOE

THE MAYGi

‘after having seen ths medical certificates and received the relative
information
OER'I'IFIES

that at about 2 ofelock on 18 Aug 1944, two (lermen soldiers in Fuceschio
killed in ashelter with fire arms the follaving conplos

Fieinl Geremia of the late Constantino, 72 years old
Salvedori-Glulie of the lato Giwseppe, 60 years old,

for her ing triled to parsuade thom not to abuse Irs Petrucol Largherita
of the late Olocondo, 37 years of age.

After having committed the orime, the soldlers proceeded anyhow
to abuse and miatreat the lady.

IM'ucacohlo, 4 Oct 1944 The Hayor
A» (ecooni

FAUIATT Hyw
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COMUNE DI MONTECATINI TERME [ )

PROVINCIA DI PISTOIA

.

UFFICIO DI 8TAY0 GIVILE DE ANAG

REIRIRDIDEOSGs

L'Ufficlale 41 Stato Civile del Comme di fiontecating

Terme, dichiara cho il e¢lorno 23 Agosto 1944, & ore
tredioi circa in seguilto g mitraglinmento da parte dd= . ;
le truppe Tedosche resulte deceduto in ldoarita’ e _noq-ctt.j:::_ -

(Fraz.unonsmmno)
VANKNELL I Naria Rita VYed. r.upmr

figlio 41 Ezio e dalla Pam Pasqua

nato @ Ponte Buggianese 11 5 Settwmbre 1897

41 stato civile vedova a1 profeseione Atta s cm -
.resiaonte in lontecatinl Termpe Via Mortiseso nng R,
Hontecutind Em 11 3 Ottobre 19444

LOUrFICIALE DI STATO CIVILE
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4Y CERIU wAuvGaRy DL ADULKO
20 GLANNON: BAsrAduuy Da 30 LeUFOLX)
£4 LRNOCENT: ARGELO DU B GulsBech
! e¢ LEILT GARIO Di SEMILI0 (m BasuL)
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COMUNE DI MONTECATINI TERME 'a)

- movmcu m PI

A e TO TV I aa. Btpto mvﬂe m Gm o .mmmu
Tormo, a&chiwa sho A dm aa ﬂaaato 1%4. um
ma:os. oiren in noguite umuwmwaammm-

1o tmmae 2080000 ool tn aeooumo in 1¢oaufh Capannens
( Pras. &1 Ponte ¥uggianese). _ )

LUCCHESI . Auguste ]
MAio G& I'm Amaddie ¢ dolla fuch:l.t.t Elena -

nato @ Monsummane. , 4 a1t manbre 1872
{3 ototo civile coniuvgate at mtosum Kanovale
rooiderto o Jontosutind Teme Vin dolh Vigma 202y

Uontotalind Termd 34 3 Uiiobwe 19545

51 S24%0 QaILs

ﬂﬁ_ srf !l
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COMUNE D! MONTECATINI TERME D )

‘PROVINCIA DI PISTOIA

P
Bt

UFPICIO DI STATO CIVILE DE ANAGRAFE
RO —
LoUfeiciale 48 Stato Civile .&a Comuns @1 Montecatimi
Terme, dichiars che il giorno 23 Agosto 1944, a ore
tredicd ciros in aeguitc a mitreglissento 4a parte Qs

e trupps Tedesche resulta deceduto in localitdh Stabbia
( Fras. &1 Cerreto Guidi)

CGALIEBRO Salvatore
tiglio 81 Vincenzo e dolla  Trinchielle Tamasise

nato a Calvizzane 2 1 Agt;sto 1902
a1 stato civile coniugato di professione ,zente ai ;030
rosidents in Montecatini Tearme Via O.V.Emanuele 25
_ Eontecau:;; Terme 11 3 Uttobre 1944w
LOUFFICIALE' DI STATO CIVILE

SELRET

Coo024



¢
COMUNE D FUCECCHIO.'

PROVI NCIA Ol FIRENZE

" e e

che. alle ore 7 del giorno 23 agos{:o 1.944.nolla frizione Masses
: _rena.soldati tedenuhi uccldevano con arma ds fuoea.senu alcun
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o q
C.'MUNE DI FUCECCI—-IIO

: PROVINCIA DI FIRENZE

II' SIHDLCO

' ‘Hstj. 1 reierti mdici od asamte 1o relauve mformztoni;
' ”'Bnrlfgcn '

Fleini ce;enis fu Costanti
Salvaaori Giolia In Ginseppe.di anni 80
. perch® avevano cercato at sottralre.con 1a persuastone, 1a
' Sig.ra Pettncct !argherita fu Giocondo,di anni 3'1,alla quale

_'evano usare v;lolemsa.

T1, SIEDACO
( A.ceccm1 )
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COMUNE-i Di- MONTECATINI TERME|€ 3

'novmcm o éssrom

Ierm. dicimu gm FLl ciox'no 23 Aggonto 1944. 6 ore
die; cioee in u«u,mo G mm.ummto ds porto Qo

-ic erw' “edune! td susal*.n tacoduto in looalita Capsnnens
S (l‘ns. & Ponte Buggianese)

_ - K AGRANE Burice
"‘:I.J.:I.o - 1ormcio e 3c11n  Natersssi Vinoensina

aato c Montecatint Terme 41 1 agosto 1924
01 etato oivile Celids "Gl p3ofopcione Implegate
. rosddonte in L'uﬂgooatuﬁ Zormo Vie eripoll ne13
.. Tonteoutint Termo 13 3 Uttobre 1944+
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L ONTE -BUGGJIANRESE

TRAVEL PERMNIT
MIGHTPASS

Only good in connaction with Personal Identification No. 286 of 23 Sept. 43

The local Pastor Revs TOGNARELLI DON GIULIO

Born on A May 188/ ~at ____ (Blank)

Norking ats Ponte Buggisnege end permitteds

a) To travel on the following route_______ (Blank)

¢) For the following reason: he P
Bieycle will not be confiscatad,
ROUTE: t

PANTE BUCGIANESE (PROV. PISTOIA), 21 July 1944.
(Stamped with Official seal)
/8/ Turkowski, Master Sergeant.
This permit is good uatil 31 July 1944.

Extended until 6 sugust 1944
/8/ Turkowski, Master Sergeant,

Extended until 14 dugust 1944.
/8a/ Turkowski, Ltn. W,

Extended until 31 August 1944.

/8/ Turkowski, Ltn.
(411 extensione stamped by the official seal of the Local Military Police Head-
quarters.)

cogL2Z8



ENVSLOPE:  (Front)

roctmarked:
Bad Freienwalde (Oder)
July let &4 11 a.H.

Lisutenant Zeich ‘lagner
APO 06741 A

WIVELOPEs  (Hear)

Pfe W. Kuehn Hoopltal 107 Vlard II
Bad Freienwalde (Oder)

gogces



: . iy i b
1AV |
Tagtimony of: Tognarelll, Glulia, Parish of Ponte Bugglanese, Fonts Buguiavess,

Italy.
l'ontae Buggianese, Italy.
2 Cotobar 1944.
l':lior il 5. POOTH, JuGD, Comrissioner,
ajor ITITON . WEXLER, IuL, Iilitaery Counsel,
Captain CHARIES H. BURKL, AGD, Defense Counsel,

" Technicjun fourth grade Adrion L, Stehomer, 36454544, Hq, & Hq. Co.,
Fifth amy, J. A. Sectlon, was svorn as reportar.

Frivato firal class Robaeri G. Fassigll, 32881341, Hq. & Hy. Co., Pifth
Army, G-2 Section, was sworn as interpreter,

{The uiineac was swomn)
Queations hy [ajor Lexler:
State your full name, your resideuce and you age.

Tognarelll, Guilin, 60 ycars old, [arieh of Ponte Bugzlanese, Poute
Ruggiunnge, Italy.

Lhat 18 your parish?
Fonto Buggiaunece.

On August 23rd vere you in the swamp area at Frata Grande?

Y&z, Also on the 6th of July they killed four people in the vielnity
of Prata Groude,

Vore German troops In the swamp area on the 23rd of August?
Yau,

Did yeu ger them?

I howrd the chooting but I didn't see any Germany becguse they were inside
tha swosp,

Haw long had theue Grrmans lacp {n the wleinity of the swump?
Aboot a month und a half.
Lid you lwar shootlng en Aujust Jieds

Yon.
SEHIT
O OF AT Mg TOGHARFLLY | ‘_?/
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Dear Brich, Kurt Gasrtner sends you his best regards. He is at present

with the compulsary lsbor service. He is at present eaployed. He likes it
at the compulsary labor service.
Dear Erich, I want to ask you for a {avor. Couldn't you get me a pistol

for me when you vigit the lines again? See what you can do. I would be very
thankful,

' Yours
s/ Kalle
Good luck old boy.




pid yau | ev uyy fierren solulers theru?

i,

Did yau tue pny dwrd jeople {n Prety Grande?

I g thirly lo thet coction,

wWure the ded inates huildings or in the fieldt
Inside and cuivide.

Did you o inlg wvery houde in the ascblion?
Yun,

Of the thirty whaa yrm an~ deu’, how many wara voment
1 have the list, ut I don't remonber.

Hore therenny children?

Yea.

Hor ola vere Lhe yrungest thut you gl

The youngesl was voly tin yearys old pbd I bulieve Lhere vare only tso
shildren in the group of dead,

“hen you ouw theuo deed, wau shoosting ntill poing ony
YTen, it was intermittent,

Lid tha Gurman comnandus thot you nsked purmisaion of, uppear Lo bu in
charge?

lie aun u high non-commiogioned officer 4. il seema that lie was in charge.
He sedd ho * 3 in sharga, .

why dig you snmwar that yeu didn't cee any G¢ mon soldisrs 4f you spoke with
# G rmen nonorzviesiored officery

1 msan in Prata Grando--net in Tonte Fugglunase,

Then yot yaw thiu nonoomnicsiancd offiaor In lonke Buygilunene?

Y 5,

Then y- rerc in Fontu Puggleuwan vhen the (heoldis, bagun 1o frety Grandel

fra, beceuse I4 stactod cerly {n the marnirg,

YL R




what 1300 o tha o %

| FAT R TRFTEL

e 'S LY VRN W R B ¥

In Tl g e,

B mnr el e T e th wear: .

i brat, covpede, thern st gy N Tl wileh gmount:s La Slout
fort, renjde, Theer G sdio o ke AL faclory 1twm,  Inmside Lhiy rlgar
Facl joy Thary mere reftigee wrd sw e dhed pnopds,

v
o
i

siprorlntedy hon mom ralngen vould gon tug o fn bie Lo fectoryt
slont bun jroli,

Then aguinidsg W propde ann Pine 0 Teals siremde st ine Len enfugace

Thers e el S by joets Tasvade v

o

aan gons Leqos S el wen W de sanrd of mecbine gung or single
Jshotl.?

by LIS WERR K TH
Heaz Sor wer pon 1206 (ho chonliug?
1 ewdantt, Tl the diviure..

av et Yol vellug o e sase of tie Jhoking, or efd gz malk there on
yeur onnd

Peapla 1ola #e ie 9, Tuh the om . Lder of the ‘e rmoens refusnd Lo pive
me Irtigalon Lo o, cfler Tt thld aith hie be wows mo permlczion Lo go.

Hom dorg add ' luks gou by ol Poom vhere you fivst hoenrd the shuobing
tu the setuad seene of 1k @ yoeadtund

Thee gestes of Ll sovenbion wee an wl) Llder of B o0 con i, digloncuus-
depemiziy upen . Vhe beoen i we logntods

For bem Lerg Add g eoa W caewldng?
About fifter n mwinates,
who Wi doing tle shatingd

T lel% ww thoy cogr G rwars,

SEUHES TOGIAREL: T

00c0C33
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along the Guud peopls thrt you naw, which ymu huve Liatifieqg lher. o0

thirty fneludin. o chila, aa you kiow whother or nol any of Lhen nure

active Fartisanat

Ho. Of *ie deud ther: were 37 ol oy purish und I tnow thy, ware wot lortiswna,
Among the degd, Jdid you ieo any JuUns or gremades on thelr persen?

flo.

Do you knom the nume of ihc Gurman nonenmwissioned officar yhem yeu spoke tof

I have o puper signed by him, Lut I can't, reqd Gapmon and I don't know
the nama,

where lo this document nomt
I have it here,

I8 this aigred by the Grrman nencom lasioned afficer 2f ahom y.m1 puked
permianinn Lo po to frata Grapda¥

He gave It to me, Tub it voa alpyeay sigmd,

Then the one vho pave yon thle plece of paper le the -rme one vho vay prepaent
In Fente 2ugplanssa the dole »f the ezecution?

Yeu,

If yeai Aldn't hear the shooting In Frata Grande vhilu yemu rape in konte
Bugzienese, why did you ;ant to go there that wmorning?

The people In the church in I'onte Bugglancse told wme whet bud hern Jolig
on in Prata G -und:.,

44 you then tall the Germun nemeomslpsianed of Cierr what you had hegrd
about the strencitley 1o krala Grande that day?

Yas, fThe Germun nancoxmipsianed officar atated thore . no a Vg [ipght
goig on,

(¥jor Texler: (& will reealve the permisusion to slraulate icsued by
the Garmen commandor In Fonte Bugrloness, doted augmat 6, 1%L and
mark jt Pzhibit ) . '

Juaatiane by Captaln Bourke:

% AWl you ¥noa 13 thel 3C propls cere ¥3llee in trelo Gende?

a Yos. 1 alun knom of killir_a I6 Siabla,

- 8 - .0 TOGAKRLLT
5. v'Jn‘g;l

000034



wid poit hear niy ohocdluy, mael, ino e worningt
tio,
dar £r la it Pram Tonts Tepplaisge to Ueofol Geandeet
Abaut, theey o four kllomeds ra,
And Fou arpived In frala Standa b ted gfalosk in thy flernyan?
Youn, uhout Lh.t,
Sere Lhere any gmople in Drele Genrde Bhe tee aldve shen gov areiviend?
Yes,
uld you ok thoer ahet hau Woppened’
Yen,
uld they tull yrm tLhey haed remeven any o0 o had slresdy died thrt meenin:t
ko.
T DG they tell you thut German. Faa done the S1134nc

Tou,

Did you ask uny of Lhewe 1-ople vy ey hed harn choson fur the villings

tio, I didn't wak th-t quention,

Thy do yeu surpote thirty reepls includding o child, were smrderad in
Pratu Grandu?

Recause. I bolluve they kIl d sose Gerpans or sontded sote e ragp,,
and Leeangse 1hey helpoeg the Fartisana,

Did you help Fury any of tne cdead’
I Just indlcntead the loeutien fur the burlal Lut 1 didatt ey,

were Lhe dead killed Ly uashine: gun tullety or b, Luyom b Ox vern tiny
kllled by prerades?

Only by machina [uuns,
Do you know nost of the :wuple whin 1ore daels
T know eviryone excopt th: -vuetinted psepla,

-4 TOGHURTLLE
TR N }
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Y

D44 the Gerians walk over to the Itelianms with their pistols end 1luce
Lhom on thei» howis, or dia the; shoot thom from » Adrtenca?

Thay rara ubwut tvo yaris wuns.

At that time did thay peint ao sun ot you?

Ho.

Lo 7u know why they didn't shoot you yi that tire?

1 riontt iinaw.

Ok] the frur Tlelian clvilians huve sny woupuns on them?

No.

How old rora the Itnlian rl¢iliona? \hat was thelr average age?

Trenty~-ons, forty, forty-five and sizty-six.

Hore ¢ither of these four Ilslim aiviliang ongeged in tho fighting which
bad gona on hetween the Portisars und tho Gormans durlng the provicut Aayo?

Ko, The Germsu captain hed o list of nurea in his possession, cnd I
noticed thut two of thy rumea apponcing on hin liot vers the namea of two
of the four Italian civillann who vers execntrd.

Than he askod the ciwiilong thuir nameg, is that right?
Yo,

Then hee did he knewolio they rera?

Hayba thoy nakud thoir narea,

tthut happared to Fou ihen?

After ihe Cour Tallanc .are killad, I wus told to go inlo Lhe svamp there
amd I wan In weter up Lo nmy vinlat. I expeciod that T would he ahot at
Lhat time and I wvuked Lo suy pomolbing.

whet happsned thent

The Interproter gave ma perrisaion to telk, and T teld tham I had +wo gons
who rerc priaonors In Germany, amd through the imbrrpreler I zlee stated
thet 1f I wa2 klllad cflar shat hu? bapponed 1n Prats Grusda that doy

It wauld bring dishonor Lo tho Gi ruan esptain, The interpreter then
talked with the German capisain who ordernd the Garpan apldieru Lo roturn
thalr pislsls to thele hoJ.::f.ar::;t )

h I P
N l—l
-h- FLRFATY.

[6-&/

0000326



Holder of this certification is permitted to cross

the mershes today, because he led the armed forces today.

The 20rd of August 44

s/ (Illegible)
lat Sergeant
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The cese day’

Tos, sir,
¢ Fut you i n’t oo them:
a 1o, beoalow they Lelan; 10 another parish,
Wwestions by Wior Booth:

Hor many pouyle did you hear had heen killed on the @3rd of auguet
in the vicindly of t»e marshcst

I don't know exaetly, but they totsled about €00 or 700,

Hon many of the smull) towns will h-ve filed thelr rcceords iu the tom
of donsuanang?

They have all the infermation ln Monsumrana,

Fave you written awy oflielal veport of thi: lncldentt
Ro.

. Yave you =ritten any notos ﬂ};i.ch -you have filed aith ths torn officiala?

Yaz, I kecp a diary,

Have you given ary ofthat to the mayor of this town?

fo.

Daoes the diary ubich you refar 1o contein sny information in nddition to
thet which you have giready given ust

Fa, .

18 there anything olse in conncotion with thia atrceity that yeuw wonld
care to tell us at this timet

No,

{The witness was excused)

TOGHARELLY
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Pyantd Tilede, Fratu Grende, Ilely,

Tabon nis lonts. Bugglanoge, Iluly.

Yit.e g 2 Octolier 1544,

[resent: HMaJor TIRIL G BMH JAGL, Commignioner,
Major MLITOY R. ".FX U-.R, 160, Mlitary Counsel.
Sapluin CHARIRZ N, BOURFT, A(.D, Defenye Counvel.

Tochniolan fouwrth gride Adrian L. Stehouwer, Hqe & Hqe Co., FAfLh Army,
aen muern oc reporter,

Privite Mrst class Robert G. Paoaipli, Hy, % Hy, GCo,, Pifth Army, wae
sworn ao Interprotor.

(The witnoso wes gworn)

cations by Major Verlor:
State your ngme, your age and whore you livae,
Tareontd Filede, ) yaars old, Prate Grande, Italy.

On August 23cd, 1944 did you see Grrmans in the vieinity of Prate Grande?

e

Yoo,

Did you hoar shooting hetmean Pariismis wnd Gammurs as early as Auguot
2lst?

Cix or soven days bafore I noticed three Porticans passing by, and afhr
while I hoard ehooting.

Did you hear shooting for the throe or four doys befors the date of the
sxecullons in Prata (rande?

o,
¥hon did you first hear shoatin: on Auguet 23rd?
Batneen four and five o'clock in the morning.

Did the shooting which started at four or five ofslock in the morning
contimue intormittently through the day?

It sontinued intermittently until eleven o'clock in tho morning,

Lid you hear any shooting at ubout two ofclock in tho afterncen of that deyf
Yea, tut not In Frata Granda,

EXHIBIT K" Sy ' / 4__3*/
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Where wers you at the time you first hua~d shontiny on smgust 23rd--in
your home or out-of~doors?

Ivas In the hou.ae.
Did yun o out to inventigute what the confusiem wap about?

la, I did not bacauae I was under the irpresslon that the Germans were
boginning to round up men for labor duty and I did not want 4o be cenght.

Did you go wulside your house at sll at anytime during the day of
Avgust 23ra?

Yoo, about six otclock in the morpiny I wort out and I worked in my filold
and fixed up the corn and vheutl, and thirgo and during thie time I 4idnte
hear any shooting near xy houns,

¢ On the samo day, did you neé—arv dead todioa?

Yas, T sov eighteen bodles in o amell tobacco foctory and I aww faur
others boing shot hy the Germanc.

Ghut time wos 14 when you gow the sdghteon bodies In the factory?

Sovan ofelouxk 1a ihe morning,

Hore there any women and children among tuis Zroup of eighteen in the
factory?

Three wamon, two boys and one girl,
Then the other iwulve Wwdisg ware the n of nen in the Tactory?
Tea, «ll mon,

Of the twalve men whove bodies you sew, hww many 414 you know perasonully?

Only four mon.
Of the four men thut you knew, uere any of thea uetiva Fartssans?
RQ.

Busides the alpbtawr houing vhich yai buvo already tostified to, did you
soe any obther badies eitber mound 4 or dendy

ho.
ld you go into wy e awd cpeouny Joad bodiead

ne
il

Baudll /é""f/



uf The dchte u tedlen uliizh you b Lifled gou tan, add o watosddy
witnou, thy covceal L o gt

L T

L]
vid ‘i il plune Snopene bt
It took plaee o =lamarodd e oeL t1sn wp houare,
TR
I vas cwven o¥edogg In the uornitg,. o ry Lwin wity i 1t |j|l!.('
M BT TN SRV AT . wo by rawed o Laduie, T aian't glve
lduw bhe ryre el - . e F e rfu livieg in Lhe
W AT . e b Gl v'u.n sdrag we bo wideh vag tho et road
ty tu].‘.li- ! . inui, (1 u!.dn'l. vtde rutund Lhls v, ry t‘lull)
: Orethbng, i T ooy fhe Liees wen

1. .h-.l H by L freh ohiuen Lowoae bhay killed he four men

¥ muu:in.; theas,
Lia s Uerman crptaln by hig t ner him?
Viisy they oerl cdlure Ly,
due Puny G.eman coldlers uere Lheee?
Aul Tvenly Qurman solaluts cae, oendizg tn dewt of the supludn,

Lin "hera Gurast ooddfere opan Flza on W foere Talien eivilizos wha sara
uour Jou?

Yen,
wid the Gariann whoot on wvdor of lhe gupbain?
b O

List Thu Ttelietet e ue vy wrgbtblag Lo ~wivn the Goetan offiear Lo glve
Lhu eyt aaret ta Tirat

Thoy di: setliyg ot ol

ifa fur vare the Your Itolian atviliae  standing From you at the Lia- Lhoy
worn Lhat spd Millud?

Thirty raterg or 1o,
fla. remy chot: fn w1l eeme fiwid that Zou eun ressuber?

Sevun,
PRlERTL

|68
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Gan yeu | lrace wplala why I Iz bthat you s ovu tot executed shen s
vorg v olvionn riljegn 1o the exweulian of feur olher TL.J1lgm: that
same morning?

I flnally 24d ¢ ¢plain “hrough the fukerpreter, Lie bogl road for L
Suraan captadn to teavel, Lo th-t 1 wondd pot aue:pe, Whee | ave me

g tor of amminillen to aurry., I alie shov 4 the Qurmsn cuptnin tho

wiy to go an hiz nelie afler I rhawal the Gerean the road st W9 hed 2ono
o fqyn, 1 derddcd te vetyrn wad - cleed far o spftten puin tn pet lingk,

I pot this jaua.

bo you have tly ese with rout

Yey,

#ug bhiz aigned by the Germun eaptodn on Wy Gopa obher paraon?

It wao eigmud ty o 1laubonant by the ~nptain's order,

(Mgjor Vevler: The pany #11L be reselvd in avidenco omd mapk- 3
e£rxhihit L,

Huve yom henrd of the death Ly sxtemtion et 4he Lands of 1he Germnne
of eny other mergens in the Irutn Grente wroc or angued L3ed 10644
oxclugive of the 1% pursow. vhom yau havo alrewdy testifing ghaat?
I heard thut 9 kilemeters fron lrata Groads they killed ghout onvaenly
an2 1500 yurdn fren @y he 2e they 1113ed 3y coupin wnd top other
reople,
what is the nume of tho tovn vhere "M peopl.: were killed?
Gintelesc.
Hoa fyr 1a Cintolocs fron Frata Srendo’

\\———-

tiine kilowelrrn,

Do you knew of the «xecution of uny othur pwruna Ju towns noar tg
Prata Grande”

No.

dhat company or othsr unlt was Lhe captain o mewer of?

They wore khaki uniforma,
Die they cour high Loots?

The ceptain and lleutsnant had hoots und tho poldivrns hud rhnar.

PIRTY
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"henr they travelen wray fr.m brube Grande, did they po by onrn or molar-
eyclog er on foot?

Everybody walked.
Lid they nour pante €ilh oxtra large pockets’
A Yo,
Did they teur stusl hwliets ar cloth hatc?
‘Jteel halmsta,
I shor you on innignia and -uwk yru 1f ;o huva evor cean this beforo uny-
shere in thu viefully of trata Granne durlng August, or In the poasession
of uny of thess nnldiers und afflcors ycu have testlified sbrut?
Ho.
DLid thoy have a parastute inulania on thelr urm?
Yo,
pestions by Cuptain Bourkm: .
Zuvu pan elghtacn people in tho luctory?

I only sa throe on the cutside of the factaory +a I dddn't have tha
soursgze Lo go inside the fastory,

fo. many bodiso did you perponally nos right ~romd your house and tre
fuctory?

Four 1 sou killed and the three cutside the fuctory.
(uectiors by lajor Tiexlor:

Do T underatand then that you suw only seven bodles peraonallys

Yas,
Then hov did you arrive at the figuro cigltewn hofore?

tihen I returnafl from Cintolere I apoke vith my wife noi she told me that
there were eipghtesn Juyd in all,

Questione by Yajor Bootht

q Did you wuee any of the hedies ricd?

4 T ol ;

-6 - PuiHTI /é"f/ i
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Yox pany todies did you ueu buried:

Eighturn,

pPia you ces wny rodies turiec {n uny af Lhu othur towns uround ther: .
Yo,

Did you sea any toudies in any of the other villoges otlwr than Prata
CGrande?

to.
Did you hear of amy peorle baing killed in the vieinlty of Larciuno?

Yes, farelano 1s part of Qintolesa, The 70 I mentioned bafor- bLelenged
to this ares.

{Tha vitnogs w.s excused)

Seiacl

-7
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. . W - -' - ARMY
- ‘0?0 06 m’. U, 8, Army

0B 3333

. g MM: nmmmu. of War Crime,
%o . Major EUNIN 3. BOOTH, 0-250507, Waz Crises Cosaiseioner,
) . i mw. ln Po O.M, u. 80 m‘

© ' Tou are divected to investigate the slleged war orimes perpetrated in the
owempe of Pacsechio, I_n:ly. mn',pmzsmmu.'u:nmmu

Cireuler 11, NATOUA,. 1944,

Py command of Lisutenant Oenersl CLARK:
H. L. OSTLER,

Ls. @10001. Aé ag' D.,
Asst. Mjutent Gemeral.

h'U“L-:-r !
-le

TYRIBIT "CH
ST~ - r05™
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24th Sept. 1944
SUBJEGT: var Crimes .-*7 &'
20 .z A.'S_.O.', '4.3.6-., - W
/3. Voald appreciate your turnishing information requested

‘in attached note.

2. This hsadguarters has no procedurel information rezare

' ‘ding war crimes deing investigated by military formstions.

. Por the 5.C.R.0.

-

SANTO ¥. CRUPE, 1st Lt., Inf.
Exec. Otricer, A.1.G.

B

. g ge

[ ¥y
‘ool
-,n..uhﬂ
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Tontirany ols Ef‘f.‘.‘_’ff‘:h.-‘:!‘“uﬂt Via Gurabaldi #5, Poento Buggionene, aly,.
Tu'von ol Fonto Buggiopess, Ituoly.
2 Qetober 1944.

Prapopts Pajur FIN C. DOUTH, JAGD, Cowwinstioner,
MaJoy MTLTCS W, GiXMGR, 16D, Bilitary Counsol,
Oaptoin CHARL'S 1, PGURKE, AGD, Defemse Counasl.

Tochnintan fourth grado Adrien L, Stohouwer, Hondquartors & Hosdquarters
Gomgany, Fifth Ay, J. A, Jeotion, wap eworn ns reporter.

-

Privato £iret claco Robert G, Pansigli, Hoodguartoro & Headquarters cm-, Tl
Fifith aruy, wag oworn ne mterprq_tar. . *

(The witnaogs was sworn) e
Qootions by Hajor Wexlory
G dtebe your noxs, your wn md vhere you live.

4 Benedetti, fristide, 36 years ol4 and I lve ot Via Gareboldl #5, Ponto
Bug,lunege, Thely,

Arc you nar tho noyor of Ponte Buggiancea?

Yoo.

Phon did you becomo mayor?

the 2)rd of Septasber 1946..

Vere you living in Pate Buggiuue.sa on Auguot 23rd 19447

Yeos,

Oon that dute vers Oem-trocpu' ocoupying this town?

Yos, I arrived here 15 Harch and tho Gernon trogw -tere alroody hero.
Vhot wao the nome of the German cosnander?

f:_lffmno Pit.roc!:..

e -

Uhat wag his rank?

I don't know oxaotly whethor ho was g high noncomalosloned officer or
a gecond lisutenant,

1
prsy .

a v

| 64

IZHIBIT “Ew
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Huve yuus hoard of tby oxccution of the mople formerly livimg in Ponte
Bugglanose by tho Germans in August of 19447

Yos, I hoard ahoot:h_':g,

On vhat day?

23 fogust 1944,

{ihore 414 you hear the chocling?

Io the awanp, abaut a kilomeler fmay kratn Gmnda,
That tine of riag?

Betwern £ive and olx in tho woruing.

Vore you at Prato Grende in the morning?

Zeg.

fere you, at tho tims of tho chputing, o modbur of ths Yarticun growpt
Yoo, I wee the chisf of them,

Hod thore been any shunhing botzean the Purtisons and ihe Gereans in
Ponto Buggianecoe pravicus o Auguct 23rd?

Dot in Fonto Buggiansse, but ercund the vieinity of iho owaup,
Uan thore any fighting in Fucecchio?
In thoe center of the cvamp--not in Puacrebin,

Then did the fighting ntart Botwecn the Forilionp and tho Germang?
19th, 20th and et of svpuit.

} D4d tho Pfighting take place in the fields or in tho villages?
In the Ninhp,

¢ from uhet villages @1d the Partisano vwho fought in the swemy come from, it
you ket

Stobia, Cintolooe and Ponto Buggianese end other mmall Prlages.

RE.‘;'?-':T BENEDETTI I 6 -’y / J




Then, mtﬂaﬁm hm ‘this ares?

1 ves 1u the hospital and I don*t remeater,

q m‘ym-amdadinthafw I
Eo,Ioonhacmmhm.

Fhenym hnmdﬂa ahootht onhzust 23ad were you in the hospital?
' muammmwumnxm.rm

'Mdtba on t 23r4 result in the kil & otten
.namm:::u" wigus 147 of axy

' Yoa.
Did you ses -any corpees?
So. '
Then lmr do ym. kmw the abautc im]udad women and children?
Fron eletessnts of the peopls in the tosn,
Are thoos statesenta 1o vriting?
orels .

Q How vers:thess poople chosen for tho massacre? Cenm you tell us what
procedure was uud by t.ho Gormann?

Inhtoﬁrndounlsbyriﬂo and sub-mehimsllu

pda mwmm people 'hodmm 1ive in the svanp?

Yes,

How 319 theos pecple get to the swanp st the time of the killing?

In %he buili-up aren next to the owamp, -they were sxscuted in their howen
Boune by hense, The exonse was they wanted to £ind Fartisene,

Bow rony bouses ars there In the swanp sren?
It ic a large erca and Lthore aro atout a thousand heuges,

¢ Ulo bandled the burial of thy dead?

I fon't Iknsa, X wus mot prou

©« TRNELETPL
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Do you huva n Mat of the deud?

Yeo.

Doog it show the ageu?

Yos,

%ill you pleves hand mo that 1llet?

(vitnosa ocomplies und handa l1at of dusd to bajur Toxlor)

Whero did you obtain the namdu und placay of burlal apperrin; on thin
1ipt?

A From tho pricst npnd velutlveo of thu deud people.

Does this 1iet include all those who wero inown to have bLean killed on
hugust 23rd in tho gvemp area?

This list is only of those who arv doseosed and vho forvscly rapided im
Pucoochio.

Do you kmow how many people in ull, Including all the villggoo, wers
¥11led on August 23vd?

About eight hundred,
OF the aight hundred, how many do you hgve on your 1llst?
Botween thirty and forty.

Con you name the aother villages in whose mumicipality we could find
the ather liste?

Stobia, Pisggions, but ihis teim I Lollove wac vininiolraled by +be
Pongummano eity hall end also Foneetlo,

Would the liat of dusd vhicsh you huve Just ohown mo aleo Le recorded in tha
minioipal uilding at Uonsumtano?

Ro.
W11 the city hall at Fonsummano have most of the regt of the resarda?
Yes.

. Thon why desan't Honsurmance have your records?

It is not the same udnindstration,
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10 tugusl. 144
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1. In acocardarce vith the ;rovisfors of Cir 11, Hy, NOGNGL, eu, the
{olle: log nawed OFF are dovlgnatedfor tha [ositlons set pjorite thele
nu ity for they LwerAdg.dien of (onh sar 2rl vu es may Tarefaced to the
commiguioner:

IG5 COUTT . BUOTH, 0.5G507, Jouw (Goomded-anr)
1AT HIITOW R. -EXLeR, UalYib4, JOB (Kilitemy Soumsasd)
MaJ GARL 1, CONGIFS, ©A47927, R (befonuu ©.ainunl)

B2 PP RR P UMY P IR R DR TR YD AN AT RN AP

Ve
a @

By command of Lisgtonuat Gunmursl 3

¢
we o GRUMLTHER,
MOJ": G"ﬂﬂ‘l.‘l, G, Z4 %y
PIder af ohai'f,
o~

of & ¥, Graot

. F. GRLT,
Colonel, A, G, bn'
Adjutont Ganercl.

, FIRIBIT “a®
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7o lar Ceines Copndosion, at £930 hower, 3 Octoher 1044, met ot
Yoasuerang, Il w=sll mtrberye of the Comricofon nra ths raportsr anl
inter;reter belng 1o cent,

Sanronl Fulvie appeared in porson before the Comissioner and teatified
under osth; Bis testimony baiug marked Sxhibit PP, The docunenis r- ferred
ta in tho toctirony of h vitness Zumponl vere recwived in ovicence end
rarlicd RExhitits 272 & 19, Vitals CGluserrs alose uppaired befors the
Comiasioner amd tortificd under cath; hig testimony balng marked Exhibit
%3%, The stotements roforred to In the testimgny of the witnecs Vitale tere
réceivad in evidence and marked Exhibitu 7Y tg "2», incluaive. Report of
tha inoideni muso bty the witness Vitale tGluseppe was reseived In evidetca und
murged Exhibit »ia%, FTroglul Guide und “uriottl tarie nluo nppesred buloro
the Commicsioner ard testifiud under osth; thaly togtimsny being marked
Exhibits MAE® & #a0v, A letter recedved from the 00fice of the isulstunt
Chlef of staff, G2, Tifth arwy, identifying units and 5. P, O. Mupbers is-
attocked =3 an axhildt, and narked Exhibit vADY, 1liuty of Lhe dupd ps the
rosult of the acticne cof thn Germing mh 23 fugust 1944 in the vicinity of
the guamps of Pucecchio nare obtained from tha officinl recorco of the
Comunes of Ponte Bugzioness, larclano, Vonsumance and Jontocalind Torae;
thy Comups of Fucecchio and ths parish records of the Fadule of Fucecehlo;
sare being attached und nurked Zuhikite WAER 4o "uJ", inclusive,

The Commission adjourned at 1400 hours, 3 Octobar 1944,

L a e e e

J. . Lo )
:’.1‘ A “*"/x
EIRIN 8. ROOTH,
tajor, J.a.G.0.,
Costinuioner,

IGETON . EXIEQ,
tojor, 1. G, B,
- Wlitery cg\mei.

Captedn, L. G, V.,
Defenne Counsel,

SECRET

-2
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HEADGIARTERS FIFTH aRAY
Ao ¥3 0. #‘6‘-’ U, £, Amy

- 19 Soptember 1744

SFESTAL. GRDERS )
... W, 23 ) BXTBaCT

* 3, cAPT GHARLLS B BOVHAG, 0424366, KGD, Hq Pifth fruy, 1s detoiled a8
Defopse Councel of the Beard of Officern aptd by Par 1, SO 223, tals Hq., c8y
vie Uas CSFL . CUFDIZF, O44TEZ1, LOD, Teld.

-'-*-'b'.'-i'i'?l"lifﬂ-ﬂ**itl%!lkﬂ*i’-i*ﬂi-ﬁ*#-ﬁ#ilﬁ'i

By comeand of 1ieutenant General CLARK:

A. ". GRUSITECR,
tajor Aonerul, 0. 5. C.,
chlef of Gbuff.

- ﬂ/ a. ¥ Crant
" colamel, & G. Doy
Lajatant Sensreul.
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ENVZELOPEs

i#/3gt Frits Hoffmann
06741 A

Grosg Connegtion

FRON: Sgt Lebus 06741 A /

Deur ¥/5gt.

I ahould like to inform you herewith that I am detalned aince 5 days
in a transit camp. HNobody lmows the way until the Div. will be calied up
by the front station. I met yesterday Karl _lluhn #iio oxporiences the same
as I do. e all heard from a boy of the 3rd Co, who 1s also on furlough,
about the hard days the sdegt. wenk through once again.

Hoping that we see each other aocon again.

iagards

s3gt Lebua

ilany regarda to all old comrades.
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ARLY LEYTER FORY: Pcatmarked:
Garmich-Partenkirchan 2

.. July 2nd, 44 12 AWM.
O

Lieutenant Erich Wagner
APO 06741 A

Fron

Pfe &, Qoet.te Hospital "Heua Partenkirchaa*

LETTER: July 1lst 1944

Dear Erich,

I received your nice letter June 9th 44. Muny thanks for it. I wae
very hapny to hear from you. You must have a very tough time down there. I
believe you that you are angry with Tanny because he ammises himgelf now at
Nurn. Well, maybe the aitustion will change yet?

You should like to lnow whether I found a substitute for Inge? I can
infora you that I have found a triple substitute i‘or Inge. At present the
nice Bavarian girl is visiting me., She 1s really a cute thing. By the way,
there are huge masses of girls here and not even the worst ones. UOf course
I take very mich advantage of the situation, Here at Haus Partenkirchen are
many beautiful females. You see I don't even have to walk far. In "Polab
Girla® I am very well taken care of. I am very well at present. I am allowed
to get up & little already but cannot get out yet. Maybe Augchen will be able
to dance sgain. Today I passed out for a change at chow time. But I recoversd
fast. I must say that the nurses here at the hospital make all efforts to
satisfy the patients.

EEIBIT "H .. ] ‘ /’(._g/
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Sgt Hoffmann and Cpl Aslher
of the 067/1 A& duty station

irgvel on July Mih 1944

to Bolognu and Imola

Roason: Tranafer of vehicles from the I detachment of the organizatlion
ta the troopa.

Retwning after com letin: the mlssion.

Kade out July 9th 144

duty station 06721 & yf’

s/ schults (Mot definlte buoouse of
SEAL: longhand signature.)
Captaln and Battalion commander
duty station
APO 0671 A
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Did you obtaln informalion concerning the German militury pmmel
slio occupled the house?

You, I did, from the osner, unl I bave written it on this shsel of puper,

#7111l you refresh ycur recolluction from this piece of paper and state
the numsa of the Germana?

Marahal Chief, Guatav. There ere aloo the folloming celdiars:
Lerviz Wanna, Calamper Alfredo, Vrigel Armande, Fiske Relmy, Frits,
Gogés Pletro, Fraponich E_ig_t_x:n.

Did troopa oceupy your home in Ponte Bupgianese?

Tea,

Did you ddocover uny papers or doouments which were laft behind?
Yogs,
7111 you pleaso let me gou them?

Yea, (Witnean complies)

lajor Wexler: Ve will eacelve for the record, document dated July 9th 1944
touring thoe imprint of ihe lazi Party as Dxhibit P, ¥e wil) also receive
the ficld mrsvege addrossed to Cholfeldweber Frity Hoffmany es Exhibit G.

o will plso rocoive \wo fleld meesagss addressed to Lioutensnt Erick
Tagnor an Exhibdt M, T

#whan wing the firet 1iom you ear these written documents which I have
Jagt inken?

sbout try nonthe wis=-giv month tafora the shooting,
bid you ever heur of Lioutenant nagnar.
t=3y, 1 ua him in 3y houce,

bo you blizve that Ldoutanunt Wagner was o member of the zupe Garman
arp: nization whieh purticlpated in the mas:acres

I will ack my mothew, Leosuun y sother almo lived with the 3-riang and
diteirg 1ho any tho atiacily oeccurcet she wus in the houce and she ean
teattfy 1f deubirant Laener - L5 Y L kense,

burteg July vare thore amg chengde s du 'eanpe in Faite Tugelanesed

tin,

PRdLiIT]




oo chete L Ut T Tl toon Iy gt that ye Fuor wlemtl

Boadag Vie Yo el 0w MG ek ol tosape come .

pla e 40 pl enel gae it b L0 Vo inedlg oF auimch wear 4z un?forms
[TV (Ve (RS I XX TR TN Jll.l‘J'A

Lim rol Sunifbar odtn ‘e oy e and “nalgbies, Yt I hellove Lhey
rre, LRL S04,

what eolor ol the ani{lormt: ¥

Rhalile e o they 16 = eprfam,

LI the) cur gl Yuots Lroonougtt

Ty, Pogt of then 4,

Il thy vour Mgh tooty in Iulys

I ergvith tho "ot om durirg the sonth of July.

Tep By begen rhig sery Bope fi July, ci Ueulenat wrer, poregmitints?
r ie

Jwea ower the ladt tloe 3ol oan cr hlan? of Licnlenaut Tagrer holng in
thl, tonl

A2 the - pd 0 W mondl o8 S by,
e tlenn Vg Goptain Rourkal
Onothe 2ted o8 anguat d8d gou heur hwating In the seempl
Yor, nir,
Bug clow wre yul o the Genyd
O ¥ idlenchur,
Lt o g bl The deatding, Gil i oo te cov gkt heppenedd

Yo, T Tu b honptad et Yaw 1400 rand my one leg c.n parnliad,

when e PO peopla 11 lied?

& fom dnge Mer th':, T wae in Demem oamo ard bewrd houl 1%,
a1 4o nut kneo personelly that £0G pagple vere dilled?

Ro, Lhy are from o lomdidy vhore [ have wever Loen,

-7 - BITLLETTT
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had wsg the nndn Ehetl Llgden, o) Jerach belorge T 4at

bortigps Ahe pedles in " angaanang aan five you ers Tefornmation. 1 von't
Anow.

Lo wei kpeyr A€ the braogs ' are infuntery, artiller, or algral cerpa®
1 nue 'L irear,

vid 7 ai cver hiar of Gomerel B .rng_...

1 voow Liet uns Gsraun genstal was loculed areund the bLoww,

Lid you ever hunre of o German bivicion with the rwws "Lu/Eunt?

Va.

Tem hinvg shown mn un Inndgnia, =nd I usk you If you have aver zoen thot
nt nny other place? (earw of fmdmiy ntiocherdt Lo ordginul copy of investlyation)

Yes, T saw it on the sign,
“hets w n Lhe ignt
On the autslde of a houw in onte Bugriwness,

Ieferring now Lo this nign, Flepro glale cxzaclly whul you recall what
wag writian on (Nio pign.

I aupled the snlgn axactly end I have the irnformation ot home,

(YaJor Texler: The witnuas uill be given un opportunity before the {nter~
vier Ia uver Yo obloin this Hrlormution)

#111 you [lease prepure for us cartified true coples of the list of dond
from Ponte Buggianese us well as certified truve coples of tho original
atutemants which you have Croa witnsesges?

I will,

Hinve you nos ubtinined the neceusury papera 1o rufresh your memory as to
vhul veg wrilten on Lhe sign?

I huve,

w111l you pleuse staie tXuctly #hal srnoared on the gign in front of Lhe
aae in the villgge of Ponte Bug;lansse?

"crﬂ/z - T, = 1,0

14-9/
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HEADQUARTERS IV CORPS
A.B.G. SECTIOR

24th fept. 1944 . .

EXIRACT

ATROCTTES /B FUCECCHIO ON 23 AU3 44 -

*On the 23 Aug 44 whilst this territory was still ococupied by
German trorces, in the locality of the gwampe of FUCECCHYIO where
the ddys of the Communes of MONSMIRMANO, PXMTE BUGGIANESE, FUOEC-
CHIO and LARCIANO meet, for reagsone unknown to the writer and

in accordonce with orders of the German Comd {comd by s col),
stationed at CHIEYIRA UZZANBSE, betwoen the hrs of § and 8.30
8.n german tps surrounfied this area. This area contained o
large number of peopls who had aought refuge from the dangers

of battle. 314 people, of whom 75% were women and ohijdron

incl bables, were masoaered by LBs, rifles and other arms.

These bardarous shaoting committed asainast women and children .
took place with thetwll inowledge of the authors of numerous
erimes, and with tho evident intention of shooting withour eny
potige innocent people who had nothing at ail to de with the
war, infoet it has heen possible to ascertain that children of
a few montue old who were not killed instentaneously were
stabbed to death.

Amongot the numeroue crimes committed 1n the swamps of FUCECCHIO
1t is worth mentioning particularly that ot the killing or the
brathera CRIACHAL iioravante and Glullo and the wife or the latter,
who the Germans inslsted should prepare & lunch for Lheg before
being killed.®

(The abovo report has been receivad rrom an [tallan utricial)

1. Extract or report by 6 3.A.A.Vivision "Atrocitdes® isg

forwarded for your inrormazion,
SANTO We CRUPE. 281 t., Int..

Exec, Ofticer, A.N.G.

For the 3.C.h.0
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Far -

%il si estende fino a poChi chilometri da Uentecatinii e che ds Fucecchie -
1  mtesso prende nome, avevano froveto asilo moltlasime famiglie di sfolw

4 1eti dolle cittd tormentate dalla guerrm, assillate dalla fome e perse-

e T L

[yt

4‘,\

.. re 1l cerchic che si va seupre pid siringendo attorno el pacule, me & im~ "%

\\ - SECHET

" Bartelinis " fogpite " essa grida Marrivang i ledeschi per prendere uwom{<’

ultipl rispetiivemente 41 13 & 41 9 moni; 1loperaio Umberto Guiduccei con
la moglle Lina Bsresli le coggasa Giulia Barsali e 1 figli Gienfrance s

10 nascosti nei connett? Forse, ..

" comsndi, Won c'® un winulo do perdere. Gih vltre volie lu sosos e ere ~ °

mini pensino di sceppare verse 1l pafule, Le Goane, fino sllora gemprs -~ %
. rigpetiaste, resteno n'cass, . ‘ B , A

Fei casolari posti ai mergind del vasto padule ¢he da Fucsachio

guitate dolle "retate™ tedesche. ‘mestsa vasta zona offrive un senso di

.l maggiors sicurezza delle altre dato che era genersle opinione the un | k
|

ssercito moderno, nmotorizzato, preforigse percorrere pella sum svansata
le strzde che dritte e sicure portano do sud a pord, snsichd ingolfarst
e impsotaumrsi pells melma ¢ nelle caune di un padule, R

¥

sul wargine ovest del pzdule, quasl di fsaccia a Laﬁsuﬁ&ano,'si ergs

) una groesu costruzione: 1l'essiccateio di tubacco del podere dette * Pra-

‘dello stepso essiceatolo, avevano trovato rifugio tre fumiglie di sfol~
lati: 11 figlio del proprietsrio stesso ildo Settepassi di Firinse con

la figlia unice Senira di anni 17 ed un loro emico} il Signor Guido
walfatti di Yogsa Verittims (Grosseto), con la moglie Pmilis Pollastrini |

1
|
togrande™ di proprietd Settepussi, In sleune stenze dells cesa colendsa, \
l
l
,ff
i figli lLeonardo, Domenico, Blsua, .iarcells, Evandye a~1nghilesed,*quasti /

%
|

4
Narla Grazia rispettivapente di 20 e 17 anni, In pid vi e¢rsoo rimaste ‘1Q7?

due fumiglie coleoniche addette «l fondo, Pagni e Bartolini. '

Lt vita frascorreve shtastsazs tranquills, -ip resseysets ma fidusio

' 86 attess deyli eventi la cul imuinenza si seative nell*sria,

. ‘ L Bte | r
id scco, improvvisa come lu folgore, sbbatierst ls iragedia. = |
“Lu rano tedescs, dncore jrondante del sangne di altri‘innacgnﬁi dow

:7_#eva sbbattersi repidc, inumsnu su gquesto asilo di pace.

- Sizmo £l £ nposto 19441 un tedesco & ferito dw colpi di fucile ,ﬁi
mentire percorre, su un suloblinde, uns strads e mewgine del pecule,ilirgl
gioral prime, somo stati fetii segni ad alcund colpil. Partigiemi che i

| Ls rappressgplis, cieca e_arnﬁblé,goﬁ,siffaiafteéddra;,L& ﬁattinaﬁfg
del &3 ngosto, slle ssl, gli siollati vengouo destuti dalla contedins 15

ni® In distanse si ode un confuso rumore di motori e le urls 4i alcunt’ %

ripetuta, Sempr. perd senzc conseguense. hnche gquests volis quindi gl we~"

+
-

" 611 sfollati escono silenzipsi, curponi, Ga une botola ¢he da Sal’?7@

- dievro dell'essicentoloy appena fuori lé prime scariche di mitrgglgatricfkg\

gli dercane & case, a rafficke, fra le conue. Ls gravila del momenio d
subite intuite, Hou si cerceno uomiani diu portare ol lavero, siix fe upa
agione di guerre contre i partigisni. Unica viu di selvéscs sarebbe rompss

o

ozgibile. Internarsi si deve, vored il centro, difesi dalln noturs sty dgs’
el terreno melmosc & dalle vastitk dei cmneti. Il gruppe de: fugoitivi {“%

0000€6
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o 8 ve sempre pit resotbiglinado, cercando ogmuuo rifngi '_diu.rmi; -4
g 11 contuding Guido kacui, nel teatclive di iornare verso.cass, *\
,-.' © reso sicuro dzlln propric eth.-neaagnt"agni,_é, ucciuos verrd troynto ;.

o E‘;‘f!
|

'~ la sers au un'argine. .- . - . . e
(i1 sporl cumentanot ot un tretio oi coatodo telle grids di
donne, 41 bambini, “owra®, nesme®! Opimio erede ai rivonoscere una r
voce corn, uo-apnellod disperato. Che fore? Yorusve intictro? ®' la i
morte sicurs." Forse staranno allonisurddo le donue dullu soma™ sl i
snog” o 81 de foco ull'esaicoatofo.™ Col cuoxe piredto dall'angosciu.iy
12 maroia contimmag 4 piedi, sealzi, venjom lacersii dulle connelle iy
! . & polle piccols ferite datru i'ac(lm . melmosa, infetia. iz sitrzplin
- _‘hon cessa un ronoato -8 1 proiettill pugsndo a pochl ceutimeiri ddle
ij* tesie,. & wn trotie wns proancie, pol un'cliya, espludono sul oénselo, =
i1 1 Yederchi -hanno voltato 1 peszt 81 wriipglieric sehisreti di
J‘f froate n,11 emericnnd e soaritrno la loro herbura rebiilse £ colpl 4i
¥ saguone. 1L vontadiuo slberto Parcmti cho si trovuva o pochi poesi ds
] dléo Aedpepuasd U nwclnllazto du uwac praoasiu. Il settepassi sl sslva’ .
4 bnbtondosi sotildcqua in va connle. Tuttc iuierap.al patule il fuoco. .
j continn: inlaterrotivd le ore pascono lonte, bragiche, sell'ettese
9 dellw vorte luaedicts e 8ll'stiess d6llo corte aiuchi & rimnsio gl W)
y 1'escisczioio. I1 cold piochia, aellsiisule sulle teste e 1n sete cowi:

e M N

%

.
® |
|9 ml.cie & vonseabare. - . 0 U TR ‘ O
M - wbio-le ducdelopenerii;les Ua poogisliu voliu i tiri dinimmie. L\

’-3?.,;;6_-_;:.3_60;‘0 i ‘dntenedid, ripruviono,. cessuno dol tutto. Uhe 1 tedeachi giae:
wad no andatli vie? Il peasiero dci. propri coxrl spinge ad uscirs da guels,
w5 L'inferno e tornare alle cese, .:ldo ietiepassi e-il colono Xidele Barto |
s lind arrivano, per primi, ‘siriscisido, @-cinquente wetri dull'essicca~ {
rest - dode. Tutio & sileazio. Yuz vouludine sola, quesi implotrita & sul. -
- l'usclo, B Coss & successo?" Lo ol grida., {a sus vose rotte dull'engoe
scis’ rionone clulstru. i p0ss0 o quel sileusiot *Soano tutii worti®t

|
/] N L e e L
1 : . : A

S esEE
o B .
oy e oame

b+ (osa b successo & ratograpde? . - .0 L e T T
L sontre gli uomind.fug.one verse il pedulé, le prive pultuglie - -
tedseche, lormate d& uomisi. espresuwsente chiswpaotl dol froate dell*Arny.”
-arrivenc .ol poderd, Diversi di. essi, rauuncti sull'zic dellfessiccatolo
gricsino alle persone che ersno rimaste in cosar "Pacits!™ Tutii obbedi=""
"scono, sfollutl e contadiid col bantind per msno, Un ufficiale ording
loro di nllinearsi conire il murej chi von ¢ yupido uel fuxle vi vieas
a;{!into*io%gﬁg;sg‘gg.s Undlod don .i. '.1 Gl 46 el 15 et SR
7 Yono I Do¥sf. Undlof dopsze dnermi dui 48 sl 13 aned, appena
.. svegliate dol sonno, Mulla avniio 41 PAFTIZIcnim, di gneres,- &i:g >4 3 E RN
&a, Lo loro vit: & la ferijlie, 41 lavore cgaalmga..xl’.amw per i

propri curi. Iasiciee & 1030 Soxo due bipbi wi irsaici ¢ 41 vove miai, . '
. luuﬁio'g% incrud, due bealinl e un reyszko di veatl emnt che lavorw -

. per 1a Toad, - . S ST .
 Le raffics parte-ugualmeniey micidiule; cont o il .rippo. Tutti . - )
catouo, in nessa, sullbia, e non tutti sono poriis le signors smildts '
relfattl, che si trove aecanto s suc fipito Inghilesco, di wove apmi, =
1. e Gyvundro di tredici enni; crivellsti da colpi, raccoglie le witime A
ok SneRgle o pridar “hissnssini, essassinl®™l Uas auove paffioa; bestinle, . . i
iwdls tinigsoe. Ui si séeucisce sul culubd, fino ull'multime,’ Elems's . . . .
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- .alla resconbn dopo™s non sono stnts colpita®, "Swfu soﬂ o
auqimggo :ﬁ;i 17 g c&.ﬁut} puedistinents, fuludauta de 17 tttin o

| '_ ni;*n. Ln contatdns iina Partolind mucrve-dope dne ore @ emitnte____,_.;.
ago

F : "';ﬁ., Unica 111 eh t 1.; varts sms:,a Guicmeci. &4.17. Iuni. 'nn

digsnny '-u:.ta. 513 altri.tolte. uas: bimba ohe riesve » fugglre .
benché *totty n TAT - colgi di faoce, ¢ itne c,omu g Vc*enta Ianta al.---_-

1'addome, sa,x_t:: ui )

ﬂﬂ'ﬂnqp%ﬁ_
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alle case cblauic? vicina & solaati tea?achi, eroi di Mta glo- L
© T rie, b:wm ¢ wangivoe Lrutie,: aghi; wﬂmm, L pri:ni nhe ofRno awmip- *

uorsd per prestare accuarm. ad Jeritd omi ‘;m :tead;e'-,,r gr:ktane, »

x gren feste™ - -

‘3
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' .

. ipuste Sesaritie & ia pure wnta .Eaeilmentu soatrollabile éa ch!. B
o #i vohﬁa. ‘6l trevies 23 mposio, tati'intorno &l pedule di mmm ;
i .. g% ripetono {deuticte le ‘;tm‘{wx UR eemelars’ na 01&&1 1é vittime - :

. to di kretogren - o= : -
- ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ, 3 !“,,“"fhﬁﬁ'ﬁ__&;_ prrsmactanents; .ulasi. sono 1 se‘um i
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, el inklo il 5 luglio I.BOD; - SRR A A
; e 1 suol figlieletbdy ' B

; “Byandro- solf attd di (ruzdﬁ, maw a ..asau u.arittim (Gmstu} :ll 3 I&-
P cenbr 1981,

Inghilesco (»1L: v*ti 4t uuma, nata & aasa' “arit*ima ﬂ. 5 nﬁggu JS&. ﬂ

;' © ° sendry yicole Settepassy di ilde, axts u'Firense 11§ dicembrs 1926, s
i - Dinm Bereel i nei. mmci. it . r“ucasea. taata :ml 1893 & Ssn f.,onc"" 6. .
] (Lucca). . 5
Q ¢iulia fmesali fu Krencesds, ke m.x lfu? a Sun buneardic, s
} t:ig;;i&r:ugo ;;ugm: a4 ugm to.# di Elmmli Lina, nate 1011 mwxo lau.-..:_';_;;
i Herie Din Paohttoni net Bnrtblini, matﬂ ml 1!%(;3 a f’-mmm -
\ Gm&o Pn@ni fu milio mto 11 1% waggic 19054 e R
\ ?ainmurla Fu'kini 4 .6, auta nel WD 19&1 T
n Alberte Paranti di r‘adﬂe, aute 11 pﬁ. ;Q, &“ g v.‘ug;. ”; e b o
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; o dlens alfatii di (auido st il a&.h.;ﬁl & kassr mritt:&m& T
sareells kelfeiil i huidc pute 11 4,5.1068
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 Dopokine Bartedtat di mtagtcﬁﬂ‘&: 2

o e T

000068



The Trasedy of rratograme
On‘a‘ w e -wany barburle erimes comnicted b7 the fermna

'mny familles evacnuted from the clty hurmssed by the war,
families which huve neen stervins and horpror-stricusn by the continuous
Cerman round-ups, trournd reruwre ln the nouses locsted on the border of
tle marsn which extends ‘for aeveral killometers from Fucecchio to
Yontecutinl. Yhis vuat zone orffered a sreat feeling of secw ity, amd it
was the sencral oplnion timt a modern motorized army would reather stay
un the stralunt, wlde rouds, running from south to north, than engulf
on nuddy paths overgrown wlth the cane of the marsh.

A large building, where tobacco 1s dried, is erected on the
weskern ahore ol the wmarahes, facing Monsumseno: it 1s called “Fratozrarde"
and owned by settepsssi. Three faumilies evacuated from thezk eity found
rofupe In sevaral rooms of thfis buliding; namely: the son of the ownsr,
Aldo Settepassal from Florencs, with his only daughter Sandra 17, anl
orne of hls 1riends; Mr. Guldo Malfatti from ‘assa Marittima (Srosseto)
with his wife BEmilia Pollastrinl, zmmx chiidren Leonardo, Domsnico,
Elena, llarceila, Evendro, and Inghllesco, the last ones being respactive-
ly 15 anl 9 years old; the worker Umberto Gulducecl with his wife Lina
Barsall, the sis ter-in-~law Giulle Barsali and her children Glanfranco
and Marie 7razle, respectively <0 and 17 years of age. The Pagni and
Burtolini families, in charge of he womrty, lived aiso theras.

Life was quiet and resigned, but with faith and feeling that
important events were about to take place.~

Arid suddenly, like 1ligh thing, the tragsdy occurred !

The German hand still dripping vith the blood of other innoscent victims,
struck this asylum of peace with inhuman fury.

21l Aug 1944: a Germen soldier 1s wounded by a rifle shot while
riding in an armored car along the shore of the mersh. It seems that a
few shots had been heard in the vicinity several days ego. Perhaps
Partlsans vwere hiding in the cene?®

The arrival of the blind and crusl reprisals did ‘not delay. On
th® morning of 25 Aug at 6 o'clock, the evacuees were awoken by the
screams of the woman Line Bartolinl, who was shouting: "Flee, the Gennans
arrive to taite the men away! There 1s no time to lossl" The confused
noise of motoras and snappy cammands could e heard in the distance. Sucy
had happened several times before, but always remained without consequen-
ces. The men escaped to the marshes agaln, and the women stayed in the
home, bellieving th emaelves secure.

The evacuees leave sllentliy, crawling through the trapdoar. As
soon &8 they coms outaide, they .are surprised by bursts of machine-gun
fire. They come to understand the gravity of tis moment. The Germans
are not looldng for wen to be sent into forced leabors they are waging
the war against the Partisans. The only way out, is to break the encircle-
mert and Lo go deeper into the marshes, since ihe cirels is tightening
by the minute. although it seems impossible, they must move toward the
marshes, where mud and cane are thelr only matural defenses.-

They all move on to find refuge, and the group ia diminishing.

The farmer Guido Pagnl, 70 years old, tries to return homs, but
he 1is kilied. On the evenlng we found him on the border.

The shooting inoreases: the screaming of women end children
is heard in the distance: “lother, mother'. Everyone seems to recognize
a famlllar voice: the shouts becam desperate. But what do¥® Po return
to the house would be sure death. The thought tiat tre Germams might
take te womsn away.or set the house afire, came to their minds. Jith
grieved hearts they continue to walk into tha marshes. The mddy water
penetrates in the open wounds on the feet, causing infections. The
machine -guns gontinue to fire ceaselessly, end the bullets are only
centimeters away. Suddenly, & gremde explodes in the cane; and another
ONBese

With barbaric fury the Germans dischurge their artillery piecps
which had been deployed ageinast the American troops. The farmer Albertl
Parentl, who was only a few pacesa from Aldo Settepassi, was hit ami
mutllated. Settepessi saved himself by jumping into the watar of the
canal. The fire around the marsh cont imues uninterruptedly: hours pess
slovly ard lragicelly, walting fa death to come, and worrying about
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thwse who stuyed Llp tas nuilding. we suu Lits then now, and buey usve
turmantad by Rilrat,

It la two o'clock in the urternuvun. (hée intensley of the gun-
{iro ia Jbalnishing little by Lltcle, and thoen ceuscs cumplot aly.
Upertups tne Jermuns have lefty fhe Ruouwrnt o Lhalr belovea ones 1s
wrgine thow tack tu Chie house anu tu louve thls Lervesirisl heil. Aldo
tettopuasl and tho furmer ilubale artolini are U .ugters frum the house.
Complete sllence =- ono rurm-womun la stardine nesr tuc avor, cumpletely
petrlfica. Wuey shouted tw Ler: "Whub las ha pened’?" (ar ovrukan volse
can ve heard in tns ginisler silence: “waey ure ull ueud.,.”

ahs b .hasg haguened at Prutosrunday

Julle L.e men hud Iledu tuwuruy fhe waranes, the [irst jerain patrol,
sonposen of aan especlully carled Vrow trig arno Lrout, arvlves uf tie
liouse. Yho, ordered evervhyly to cow out of tte house, wnd overyuody
cbaysa. Zvacusos, larusls, aud chlidren. an officer ordared them to line
up a ulnet a wall. shosver waa tou slow, was belnr pushed violently.

Thers were 1l women. Elsyven unatiaed wugsi, Luell u, 8 rangliug Crom
45~153, wio hud just been awoikten {1ru Usir peuceful slezp. They Knew
nothing uwout the tartlsuns, nelther wbout Luc war, nor pollitics. Thelr
llvea wiare devoted only to the Lamily, tousewurlk, urd cure tor tneir
loved ‘ones. among them were two ch ldren of 13 and 9 yeurs of upe.

4 total of 1l unurwed women, ¥ chiluren, wnd sy boy 20 years old,
who wus working tor Todt.

The hurat of pun tire hit the group savazely. 1hey all drogped to
the vsround. nowever, not everybody was dead: “rs. Emilia lalfatti who
wus near L.r suns imyrhllesco and Evandru, wad ridiled with vullet holes;
with o luat aoffort sue shouta: "Murde:, muprder]"  ith anotuer burst of
ilre, Ui veasts rinully killwher. Llena und Marcells ialfa ttli, wounded,
mude velisve Lusy wore deuo, in urder to escupe the uassacre. The only
peraon not hit wus “aris drazla Guiducei. "I thought of the Holy liother",
she said aftervards, “that's way I wusn't hit.” Londre settepassl was
kliiled immediately, struck in her chest by 17 uilets. Ths farm-v aun
Lina Burtillnl disd two hours later thioush tne preat luss of blood; she
wus consclous. One outuer cnlid ard u Jravely woumiad vwowan escaped; all
otaers ulad.

ferman soldiers, heroes oi' 80 many glorious days, wore satlng and
dricing In u nearby Carphouse. They lauurhed and said to toe people who
were helpins Bis wounseu, “oday 48 & ~reat feust indeed]"

Yo ubove-atated facts are tieabsolute truth and are very easy to
verify. e tmredy of aupust 25 has been re peuted in the vieinity of the
Jucecchio marshes from houde to house; ths vichkims have been counted Ly
the hundredo. The atrocity of Pratogrande 1s only ons of the many.esee

‘fhe t'ollowing pressnts a 1list of the victims, wounued, and those
vho fortunately ware not harmed:

DISAD 3
Bmiila Pollastrini wil'e ul :ulfatti, daujiter ai antbnio apd and Ssntina
Suvio, born in anzlo on % July 1800;... .. am her children:

Evandro jfalfatti di culdo, lMessa Murittims (Crosseta) , born an 3 Dee 1931
Inghilesco Kalfa tti dl Quiddmg, born in lisose iarittima, born on § May 35

Sandra Nicole Dettepussl dawhber of Aldo, born in Florence on 6 Dec 1926

Dina Barzall married to Juiduccl, dauchter of tle late Francesco, born
in 1893 in Lun Toncurdlo (Lucca)

Glulia Burzall, dawhter of the late Francesco, barn in 1397 in S. . Concordidy
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Glunfruncod Guiduccl son uf Umbierto and buareall Lina, bors off 11 May
lvid ut 3orgoe a Bugclane;

starle Ding Paogievtoni wife or pertolini, born in 1uv08 In P. Buryplanase;
Guido Fagnl sun of the lute Zmillo, Lurn on 1 [fay luys;

Giancarla Ferrinl, Jatbier unknown, baru Ln .urch 1.0l;

aiverto Marenti gon of Wadeld, born on %0 Qeob 1912 1n F. Bdurglanese;

WOQUNDED §
Eleomm talfatti dauditer of Guldo, Lorn on 24 Doc 1921 in Lussa jarittima

Karcella Malrfattli dowjtar of .aldo, voru 4 Feb lizs

Dina Bartolini, evacuee Irom fivorno, maid ol He "wlinttl femily

JHHaRNED ¢
Harla Grazla Guiducci daugh ter of Umberto

Dosolino Bartolini 4l Latals
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1 & rida. Fug;o cwarefinto sl Fratogrande go che fcr la nedesiwe uf
1 wi precedmono il dov.do Signor Eroposto, yon Giuli
: Baldi Amerigo ed i1 Segretario del Cotune Ray.Fabenl. Fernanda,

- Comuusle zi recasvere ¢ fare ls ccnat,.tmmne ‘dei mortt ad

| 'Mc si ora rifugiata parte dells famiy 11.4 aal mie ponrn. p Gire
ore? mali notizie? Tutii o juoesi tut».i piengono, mentre un t-ﬁonao,

"’-t;!arae im:ensc,io di tuntz rovina cle Srave pu quel pioccoli che xd chiedc
- no inpistenti notizie del nonic e dbi babbo, mi sembre che sia-t .

Tognarel 14, 11 Dodte

o Gecorrs qui ricordare. cha il comando ta&eam del presidéio di P. Bﬁmiaw-
. nese, zid intorpellato dal Jegreteric del Vemune s dal Dr.Baldi per la -
sepolinrs dei-mortl e per l'assistensza ul ferih., aveys rifiutato la ioy-
mazione al Cimitem e contesce, i bontd sual, ls medicaszions & feriti,
o Successivamen-¢ nuove Lnslstenze furono fotte presse 1l lare
' Tedemoo slfonse Pitroch, per otieaerc che il Ur.Baldi ed id

" to dd le vitiise, e che il kev.mo .on Ciudio Tognarel 11 pote I3
g Qurs l'ansalnz.iem alle solue, wolle divcussione che ne segpd il ke
- gaialle Fitroch evbe » dire 2l segretirioc conunsle che mentve mﬂa Mta—
e 31 comsndo tedesco ufTinckd 1 suduelty ol recesser nells ®ng, BoO

o - ritensva, conforne lle leg: i interisdoanli, necessnria'l assnl ione.

- " presenz:: nells zons dell'eccidio..

. mm tolio ¢i mezzo alla strudas e scoomodsto i1 meglic paasibne all?

‘..,=__--;_--,.-"'norti. Voglio vedere: sono pudre e figlie. L'uno trucidato asc
<o R aliro, 1 yalre ¢l %3 anni i1 fiblia di 1B, Som uio cuging !

al}ta galme, esscnlo 11 nortl w‘mider*ti aw lore teueschi *g
£17
-~ hvenio il pegroty xio i*z:sisf.itn ohe la. estrem‘:-ﬁaswtemn religinma |
veniv: concess: enche s=gli assag.inl, 11 Pitroch si strinse hslle mllt
a significere-che nou-aave 1l pormesse sl uaacn{n‘ue e ..oller,n le ma -

S0 che mio ulo ® strto uceise e cke la mic hoaus & uqlva, He ORORES. -3
dintredmdi micl parenti non ubulsmo notisle, wuesto ¢i preccoupa perchy {
gono circe le custtordinmd e slle Giciassette si & coupiui: lu atr c. S

i’ L preceenprzivde gl t;mducee per. hey in tmt.m a%omﬁi in t1ds ;
re:114,

sccokt 131, aelle foaaa, nio wgmo Liammica? i Guido, pudre ii tre
figli, scendo 6i blecicletta, mi atcostes Hon ¢'6 pid spercnsal Lo ;mardi
‘porta iur-rose ferite sul petie, oll'zltémse del}.a spalle, Ha l2 meno ;.
e l'uvembroccioc sinietrd sciu ezaﬂ e au 41 esso aomprime coi le meno deatl’

un frzzoletto. 518 stato detio poi che lo “va*mm séutito inveoare la.
moglie ¢ i £igli, implorare siuto,
" Frocedo col cuore, in gola'e dli=z &istaam a3 pc:ahi zmr.t, PeT 1m st
du trusvers:le, trovo mio mio (uddo. Adwamk Lo pletd di sleuni lo svevad

Port: unw ferita nel colla. #1.5 steto rit orito che dopo averle
to spdare lo honno colpiio a tradinesto.
Fochi passi .ncora e a unk veatiauw di meiri dallu struda -ncorgo die

. Giuseppe di luigi e suo i{izlio Ivo. 11 aclors mi toglie le lae
- Compongo meglio che posso lc scime e col uommlss&riﬁf <

- 11 podere Pratograsnde, L& trovieme il uign.Proposie, il Uottore, 41 4
Segreturio uamunala, Sogoe affliiti, In case ci sono die *t,ﬁ_compréaf‘
gi un bambino 41 ¢ anni e uno 44 18, Tutti semo stuil wsesi 8l muro e
fulcipti uella mitraﬁ.ia, Hannd aﬂanyata 1& murtc uus aignorine che fe-
ritu caucuo v terrs ovenute. -
Pactizno wn breve ﬂ@ﬂﬁi&liu a uesidiama. 11 s1ga. Prapswtn col




. tero ed & necessaric toglierli dalle infemperie e dslle strade, Dea

o
. whirecanpy dups aver s ¢ benedstii
Cappelld, Bendinelll, nells soma di

vmisseric, il Segretario ed lo, rimoniemo per dave s

epoliura allsvi %

. Per divieto del Comando tedesco non si posson portare d Cimi-

diamo: Faremo un gi{_mdlq Cimitero del coupo del mio povere gin.Somy

- pochi womini che lavorsno e perenti stre’ti degli ucciel. Som "ég*e-éentﬁ;.

7 aftdande 1'ire tedesca, che encora le gentiemo inperversare vicisa, eex-

- ““lore morti. Sono guatiro uomini,

frequenti scuriche di mitmglia,:xgint'i'e sorratii dzlls pieid verso i
. _ Il Segretario rimane cou nel quasi scu- -
do & difesa di un pericolo che da un-momento all'aliro pud farsi pressn -,

te. 51 inisia un luvoro motto un sole che brucis o sposasa le membrs gid

. . stmnche, anghe per 1'opyreccione spirituale in cui ¢i troviaso, La fios-

ne ® nltimata o si inziizis il tresporto mesio, spoglio 44 pompa # di

onori, crede oncorx pid'che al fronte, in prima lines, To, Secerdote,
Y ‘benedico le salme, che pol avvolgismo in un lenzuolo e sdagiamd sopra -
. un carretto-e¢ un pd di psglia. La solitudine che ci circonda renle sheor

. pih triste la cerimonia. Cosl le vitilme vengono ad una ad una trssportem

.. te al sollecitrmente wppreststo Simitero di guwerra. B! un pisnto intorno

& noi e nel profondo del nosiro wmimo. Sono tuite persone the conbsceve
fin da bimbino, pe-sone paeifiche, lavoratrici assidue, che davano paps . °

"o alle loro femiglia quelle che ia juella sera venuero trasporiabe a pic-

- colo, umide Cimitero ¢ alle yusli lz buarbarie ba tolto, nom 80 perchex,
.l vifa, 3i odonv grida®disperate, 8i guardiame intornos 1& in un fosse, '
.- poco lontano de nol, unu donna ha trowvato il fido ed emato compagno del- -
- la sua vita, E' Bitore miriconi, I1 Segretario ms prende i dati, poi .
. . ne trasportiamo le spoglie mortali, lacerate forse da fucile motraglis— -

-~ {ore alla sepoliurs copuns, due uomini glungoio portande, per il momento,

al braccic le ingegne della Croce Hogsa. La loro venuts & veramente e
prov: idenzisle, Ci sono ‘da trasportare al giacolo Cimitero i miei mortdé
¢ gli vomini mancano, tue miei cugini che fino 2 juell'ors si sono pro-
digati in quel lavore, Setiimo, fratello del fu Giuseppe ¢ auc nepote
. Brumo liagrini, non hunno la forga di avvicinarsi alle salme dei sombri
tari e si ritirano. Il loro animo & scosso sl puri del mio, 0'® i1 Segre-,
tario che si presta, lclla mia qualitd‘di pacerdeote ho la forza 41 bene- i
- dire le sulme dei misi cari ¢ di accompagnerli ulls sepoliure, L'ara .
si fi tarda e 1a pawra €1 un riforno dei tedeschi slle nostre menti piiy

einascclosa, Rimengono i morii del podwwe Pretogrsndemk che suranno zie 7

© veramente ammirevoli-in que=zil yiorni tristi. : o

. Presm mic pedre trovo 1 ire,orfani 41 sagrini Donenico, Sspne gid ™

della lore triste rovina fallz bocoa dells maggiore, Cessrinm, vengo &
gapere cho tu ta 14 famiglia del mio povero mo ern state gid nesss & - 3
wuro ¢ che solo le loro grids disperste e zlcune cartoline inrinte dalla
prigionia in Cermania @a mio cugino 8ine 11 salvane. ‘male misfatto avesd
vanc commeasc? L' una domsnda a cul aacora non souo stuaio capewe §1 - 0
rispondere. Al matiino: seguente, mi si dice che corrsva vooe chei tedusc)
cercavano espressumente ls famiglia ¥egrini dells Faitoria Gerini ¢4 7
contzdinl del Setiepassi del podere Fratogrande, = - b
vome al Frutogrznde enche al” Uspennone le vii'ine sonv state compe-’

mogsl 1'indomani metiina, presente cacora il Legreicric e 1l Commissaric '

ate relipiomamente nel piccoli e improvvisati Ciziteri. i¥s il nostro
~animo non si de psce e cerchismo tuiie le vie per poterli associers sl

itero Comunals, Il venerdl 11 comundo itedesce lascia il nostrc paesef
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.. ‘pliches " qui tuttl purtigiapil ®

. posito di recurmi eul postq,. ove mucora ¢ in furiue 1'ire tedesea, -

-~ bilta d'animo e sensi di smor patric le sorti del mloc comuns & hesof
ta. 4L invite & seguirlo. fui viene dul lrotogrende. Ho visto le wit- v

- pud regirersi in pliedi,
me mi distoglie J'urlic dei soldati tedeschi, ohe scorgomm non molte

'plazsa nel nonento -atesse in cul vi fa irruzione lu compsgnia Hed

- spalle i tedssphi, col proposito di otteuere un lascls pusssre de il
~Comando tedssco. (i fermiamo perd presso mio zio, Poggetil Orlando,

| CGHVEETO DI COLIEVITL- PESCIA (P1SPOLL)
45 settenbre 19;4 EE

" Con animo merenc, slicno da ogni’ risentimento & improntato @ |
veritd, redico oggis nel trigesimo dollteccidioc perpetrato dai tede-

" schi- nel Comune di Poute bugyionece, uns relazione che forse servird

un glorno & dere un giudizio sulla 00biltd &'animb del soldaii del = = |
3® Reich ¢ sull'abnegasgione di elouni, che guidati da sentimento di ~
pietd o di sollditd ymiris, seppero correre a portare alle vitiime

il loro possibile =iuto,

Sono le dodici e treatn cires dol b agosto del 44 quanio mio
fratello Glovanal, mutilito dol bracelo sinlatro per la resistense =
opposte dni tedeschi 119 seitembre 19048y mi avvisz che mio sio -~ =

Cwagrini Guldo 8 forse anche mio nonno sonmo s¥atl uwcciai dal tedesechi, |

che drl sut¥iio deminand di lutii le zone del Tratogrende e del Capan-

“oune, '

01 ho un momentd di‘emitasione e lescio 11 mlo convento col pro- !

- Giunto poco soiio 1*'sinchione incontra il Commissario Prefett
br.Giovinnl Srricony, cke in mementl tanfo {risti rep.e con verz a

time, Ui alcuno hs sanolsto il nome. Tru esce, mi conferma, w1 frove

41 mio povero szto, il fratello ccl bebbd. Ui ultri areatig-ahc'anao4;l
©7 " 'ra meccano all'aprello, ton su dirmi mulla, B' abbatiuto dal dolore e .

sfinito dalle stauchesza, il.confidn che & ancora-digiuno e appena
¢i rechismo al Gapannone nells sﬁrada'ehé.pért&.é1 §a&u1o¢ die;ggi
la casz dei niel nonnd storgo due vittime. Voglio recarmi -sul poato,

digtuntl sulls vic che mena al Plaggione. Il Comnissario mi icvite &
ritirarmi presso 11 dureambe VDon uinto Telind, €1 affscciamo sall 7

Sono -belve apsetate di sengue: alcuni cercono unsleei la p H
umana nelle eass loscinte spaluncete; altri oi dirigoni verso dinoi
con propositi truci, L' un momento decisive. Lisuro allers la portats
del pericelo. k& worie g sospesc sul nostro capp, Ci snnungiamo sublite;

& distensa,co} frasario tedesco. U1 permeitono di avviciaarsi, ¢1
guerdeno le carte, 3imme in repola e ¢l lasciunc andare, Il Yommisss.

rio tent. f2r comprenderc: loro che in gquells zona non sono pertigis
mu buoni e pacifici lavorsfori, La risposts & seccs e non mmetie re-

Ci avviame col cuore: sospeso verso il panta_laaci&nﬁgyggliiﬁﬁﬁfré?




. Fino & quel momento 1l permes:o
tiamo della sue

“rio sellecito 1’

. be i] martedi si

partenza e d'accorde col Commissaric & 11§
_ﬂlﬁﬂtiﬂéﬁ'b_@ aﬂ).lﬂ casse, Per 1gm ‘hen: Zne
ad progedere ulldmumast o

Seno presenti pochs :
ia ‘sera,con lz
fragporto delle vittime &

ersone. I miel p
permessa dalle circostansze, &
mezzo di-un autocasro che il om
890 & postra disposizione, 11 irasporto. & fatto sws COneOTso.

| tare le suscetiibilita tedesca #8 evitare pos.
aopee, Na gli
orto 41 queste Vitt

s0lennit:

reella gente per non ecci
. mibill incursioni

. -#4 del tras

- nel olelo ottc

| eaxi che

ime dolla barbarie nazista e
to spparecchi volteggiano, forse portando 1l loy
ora ripossnc nella puce del Cimitero, -

non ers stﬂt9=¢ﬂﬂﬁi*§§

orti 11 traspﬁxtiqﬁ&

snglo-emecioant soup fores glh &

v

Firmsto Padre Prino (P,Egidio)Nsgrint
- 3d¢ardote,Francescanﬁw- S

Visto 11 SINDACO
prof Dy, /. Besedetti
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TRE CONVENT OF COLLEVITI-PESCIA (PISTOIA)
25 SEPTEMBER 1944

i

Yith a serens soul, without resentment, sndi only speukling the truth,
today, one month after the flermans have commltted the slaughter of the
Comnune of Fonte Buggiensss, I am writing this stement, which, one day
may serve to pasa Judgement on the noble soul of the soldiers of tie
3rd Reich: judged by the people who were gulded by sentiments of plty
and solidarity to their country, and who were trying to offer tle ir ut-
most help to the vietims.

It was about 12:30 o'clock on 23 Aug 1944, when oy brother Glovanni,
who lost his left arm for having opposed the Germans on ¢ Sept 1943, cume
to inform me, that our unocle Magrini Guido amd perhaps our grerd-father
wers killed Dy the Germans, who were rasponsible for the tragedies of
Pratogrande and Gapannone. .

T left the convent without hesitation in order to go to the place,
where the Germen fury was &till reging. VWhen I arrived at XAnchioni, I
mit the Prefeot Jommissioner Dr. Giovanni Arrigoml, who in these trugic
times was ruling ouwr commune with the noblest sentiments of the soul arm
love for our country. He invited me to follow him. He hoad just coms from
Pratogrande ami had seen the victims. He had not taken thelr rawmss down,
but he asswred me that my unole, brother of my father, ard other relatives
were missing from the call. He &dded noth ing. lie was troken-heartec uy the
grief and very fatigued. He admmitted that he hadn't esten yet,and that
he could hardly stand on his feet.

We went togetler po Capannone, along the road which leads toward
the marshes. I noticed two victims behind the house of my grand-parenta.

I tried to approach them, but the shouts of a Jerusn soldier dissuaded me.
The commissioner invited me to take refuge in t'e houswmi of Don Qulinto
Talini. ..,e reached the edge of the square, when I notlced a section of
German soldiers. They were looking like bloodthirsty rneasts, seurchinr
for their human prey in the houses that had beon lLeft open. Some of then
approached us with menacing gestures. The moment was declsive. I realilzed
the gravity of the situation. Death was closa. They asked ue for our
papers which were in order ~ they let us go. The commissioner tried Lo
make them underatand that no Partisans, but only peuceful workers were in
this zone. ‘"he arswer was dry snd resolute: "Kere, everyboay is & Fartisan".
Broken-hearted we went toward the brildge, leavirg the Germsns behind us,
in oeder to obtain a permit from their Headquarters. ./e stopped at Gle
house of uy uncle Poggettl Orlando, where several memders of my dead
uncle ‘s family bad faken refuge. Vhat was there to say? Ask for news?
Everybody wes crying. A German 2aldier who was standing nearby was probab-
1y ™y unconacious of the great tagedy that had befallen this family; he
was qulet amdl seemed to laugh.

I then went to Pratogramle, taking the same road us Rev. do Signor
Propos t&, Don Clulio Tognarelli, Doctor Baldl Amerigo, and the secretary
of the commne Rag. Fabanl Fernanio, who were walking shead of me. I
would like to astress that tis secretaury of the communs and Dr. Beldl had
already asked tts Germsn le adquarters at Fonte .ugglanese, far ths burial
of the dead and aid to the wounded; the burial was refused, out tneir
great kindneas" permitted tie treatment or the wounded.

We then went to tus Ger.un mmrsscial lo Alfunsc Pitroch and inslsted
thet Dr,. Baldl amd th® comsunal secretary accertain the desth ard estab-
1ish the ldentity of the vietims, and that Prieat Don 3iullo Tognarelli
administer the absolution. During the arpument which followed, maresciallo
Pitroch told the cammnal sseretary that the Germen headquarters would
not object Lf thg went fnto the area, but that accarding to international
law, absolutilon was nut necessary since the Germsns considered the victims
as '"bandits®.

The secretary insisted that religious assistance 1s even given to
murdersrs; Pitrocn shrugged his shoulders and said that he would glve
the Priocst the permlission to enter the zone but not to administer the
absosution.

I knew that my uncle wes killad and that my ramd-moth er was safe,
but I had no news conzerning my other relatives, and I was worried.

iy worries increased a fev seconds later when I sem ths sad reality.

| 6-&
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Teatlmony ofs Ziuponi Pulvie, Viw Framcouce 15, Monvummune, ltals.
TJukemut: wonsumatuo, Italy,
3 vctoker )i,
Erauent.: NaJor 7L IN S BOOTH, Jio'l, Commisslonce.
Major WILJi TLL R, I3L, UL ay Gounecl,
Captain CHtLéy T, BUNREL , atu, Dufereo Councel.

Technioian fuurth grade sdriwn L. 3tehower, Wy & Hye Ca., PICLL Army,
%as Lworn no refiorter,

Private first elusu Nobort G, Tauvnigll, 34 & . Co., PifEh army, vio
sworn us interpretor.

(The witnoss wns uworn)
fuegtions by Mujur L.uxlers
Stetu your nuoe, your w20 and your rapfdunce.
Zamponi Fulvio, 42 yuars of age, Vi Frunccgeo 15, Wunumuna, Ituly.
Ara you the muyor of tho Comune of Momwumnuno?
Yes, I am,

Who is the aayor of the Commine of larcisno?

s you receive papers from donti Foscaled
Yea,

Tthen did yw raceiv? these paparct

This morning.

g
A
q
3
Q
A Nonti Fosculo.
Q
A
a
A
Q

Are thove tha papnrs you arrungud to have for thls Conmisalon--gur rogoat
therefor being made yasterdusr

Yes, oir,

I shox you & liod of the purnons who orv. rojurt:d 10 havs Loen Filled Iy
the Gerrans on thy 23al of Auguot 1944 and ask you if this 1 the official
gt you receivoed frmm the myyor of Laralann?

You. (Seme rocoived in aevidonce end -arked Mxhibit AF .

EX-IbIT "™ R AT
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I nor show you a ruport under the letturheud of the Cemun. of Luroiano
which bears thn itamp sud aignatury of 4te mayor of Lurelane, and ack yen
if this is the officlul repert of the inaidont caneorning the deaths

of parsons in the Corune of larcinne, regeivad from Lhe mayor of Larelnnoe?

Tes, 4t 1. (Swie recaived in evidence and murked Txhibli ¢ )

I now alsc show you a list undar the headlng of the Comune of lonsummuno
uhich indicates persons who vore turind in the ceaalery of Glintolose and
vhe axrired nn August 43rd, 19i4; the seme lint bearing vy mir sigrature
and aesl of the Cemune of lon:umenwno, which document 1o deted August 23
1944, and 1 ask you if thic ic the of Meial list of dead of the Comune
of Wonsummano as a result of the atrocities on luguat 23rc?

Yes, it is. (Same received in evidunce and marked Exhibit £G ,)

I nowshow you a report of an incident on tho letierhoad of the Commune
of Uontummano concorning the mas:acre of persons of this community on
August 23rd, 1944, with your signature, shich documont in dated October
2, 1944, «xd T ask you if that im your sipgnature aprearing thereon?

Yes, it is.

ihere did you obtgin ths Informution eppearing in this raepert of the
atrocity?

Prom the families and next of kin and survivora. (Same received in
ovidenso and marked Exhidbit R )

(The witness vas excused)

coce7y



Liom b B0 we coamrel comebory. fhe fer.enlbaigourtdes leit the toun
un Ghes foliowigs rlouy.

Up o bt wumont they permlaglion had nout Laean 2iven 7st. lrof'lsin:

LY bl depurturs ol Lis hewlquarters, withtno w powaent 'of the councisslonue
and ducretary, we ordarad tia cuguets. wha ullow’ o) suedduy #s UbpLn
Log axhnmat Lon.

Vrry 'uw persund YIcre Lresent. iy loved pnes wern Lranoported kx in
thy evenln: b ny hasa; o Lruck which the commne off Poseclu twd plucod
at my dicputul, was used | or Lhls purpoBe. Thero was no Puwrersl process lun
In ordar wob %o irritate Lle Yer.wng, and ln oedere not W axpoos i
souple Lo an werlal attaclkt. Lut the ingl o-Americun lPorces knew alreody
about the burlul of tkese victims of Luzil and Pasclat utrocity:s oipht planea
cireled In tle usky, puying sulute to ocur loyed one ©, who now repose in
thla pasacolul cometary. '

Signed
viemoto Pudre Prime (P.Egldlio)
Mugrind
Sacerdoks Francescano

Bean Uy the Muyor

Prof. Dr. A Benedettl




Tealinony of s Levenzinl Trminla, Cappannone, 1ruale Greandw, Ltaely,

‘Tubun atd revks Tugelanes , 1t-dy,

.JL- H oS Oetot or 1 4d,

Frogent s WnJur B AN ... RO TH, Juw, Gomeienlonst,

Eujoe T $. EXllr, TGy, %ilitury Coummnl,
Gaptanln Clade 0, FAIE, ek, afolse Cuunoel,

Tochinlelan Cuuarth genae cdelen L, Stebur ory, g & By Co,, PIfth aemy,

wAZ hiorn un b b o,

Private: Plect eleus Folbart G, Toadpld, B, & Wy, fu,, FLfLh hrg,

any weuth nt inte vprets v,

(The #itness wna ssern)

Quentinng Uy laajor Yexlers

r

Stuto your nama, yelwr aga und where yeu live,

Largnzind brminly, 37 years old, Cappanwom , Brgta Geand., Itely.
bid you witneuss the tilling of two ILelfimnn%

Yeu.

vhen snd vitwre T

in front of sy howse «n fugust 23rd, 1744,

vag Lhls near the fuectory in Prote Grande?

200 metera Crom the factory,

q Vht vwyre thy nemag of Lho pwople who oére killed?

I aonly knox the nexe of ona uf the men wd biin nume in Yncurpd, Guineppe.
Ho wust n recidenl of Fescla.

wlut, Lime did thie happem?
Srvun o'clock in the rerning.
Stuto urncildy vwhut yout hourd ad sow,

Thras Gormans were locatud 1n wy hunge with nachine ans, riflen wnd

pistols, Thoy asked os whero sy futher wee and I paid he was working in

tha fluld. Thuy nnked w3 why hu wwe in the field so oarly, Then thoy
Inspacted cvary roont in g7 hougs and then left. Shile in the atreet thay

met threc mon, One of the throo mun wos Latur noundud aid his poame wn
AlMfredo, They took thuge thres men and [ut thew sgninat the wull of q'r houoe,

S -1 { LORENZINI / ‘.f/
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“y e¢ous in Domsnlco son of Glullo, father of three children, was
lylpg in the diteh.

I descended from ths bilcycle and approached: there was no hope left.
He had nany wounds on hils chest near the shoulders. Hls left forearm was
matilated, apd his ripgnt sxo hand had covered it with a handiterchilef. I
was told later un that sowedody had heard him call his wife and children
for help. I left broken-hearted only to find tie body of my unele Guldo
after having crossed the street. Somebody rad sheltered him in the shade.
He had a wound on the necik which had been inflicted from the rear.

‘'voniy metera away I found two more dead persong, They are my oousing
Magrinl son of luigl, ani his son Ivo, 43 urd 18 ysars of sge. They were
killed close to each other, !y g rilesf was so rgreat that I was unable to
shed tears.

The commisaloner and myself than proceeded to ti® Pratogrande farm.
There we met 'r. Proposto, the doctor, and the commnal secrstary. They
vere depressed. Ten people had besen killed in the house, including itwo
children, 9 ard 13 years of sge. Thagr had all been lined up ajainst the
wall amnrl were cut down by the machine-sun fire. Two wounded women, who J§
hed oscaped, fell to the ground and falnted.

wfter having consluered the sltuatlon, snd after .wving visited ¥
and blessed the bodies of tue heuds of tue Caconl, Zappelli, und Berdlnelll
ramilies, we decided the :r. Proposto and the doctor would po to Cupannone,
wnils the commissioner, secretary, ard myself would take care of the burial.
Since the (Germen headquarters had forbldden us to take the bodles to the
cemstery, wo took them ofr the road and trled to protesct then from tle
westher. Ve declded to builld a cemstery in the yurd of my late uncle.
‘there wsere only a 1ew peopls to do the work. They worked despite tiw fact
that Irequent bursts of machine-pguns could be heard, wd the Cermun
scoundrels were in the vicislty. They were 4 men. The secretary remained
to deferd us against tie dangsr which cenld appear any moment. e started
to work under a burning sun anmi physically weakness which was due to
the mental opiresslon from which we were suffering. The ditch was fimally
completed.

ile started to earry the dead, wlthout pomp or honor, even less than
on tte front lines. I, the Prieat, blessged the bodies which we placed
ecarefully on white sheats aml then on & carrlaze loaded wlth straw. The
solitude arcund us incressed the sadnesa of the caremony. LVne by one the
bodles ware tranaported to this new cemetery. Tears wers shed and our
souls were crying. Since their childhood I ad known them; peaceful people,
hard-working, and earning a living fa their famllies. I do not know why
thelilr lives have besen cut so short.

Vie heard desperate shouts. Looking around, we saw & woman who had
discovered her falthful amd loving husband: Ettore  uirlconl. Tha secre-
tary took notes, and we carried the body mutilated by machine-gun bullets.
Two wmen wearing au red cross on their sioeve, arrlved. Thelr (resence was
really providentlal, since we had to carry the bodles to t'® cometery and
ware short of men. Two of my couslns, Zett imo, brothsr of the late Glusappe
ard his nephew Bruno i‘agrini, who had been working up to then, dld not
hava the atrength to look at their beloved vnes, and they left. fhey were
depressed the Jame a3 1. The searetary then tcok thelr place. Felng a
priest, I »d the strengbth to bless tle bodies of my beloved ones amd to
take them to tle® burial ground. It becums® lub: und we were ufrald that
the Germns nmizht return infurlaced.

\ie were going to take care of the dead of Prateraunde tie fullowin-~
morning. Withh me vwero the secretary mid the commissionery who, iln thase
traglic days, were of great help.

At the house of my father I found the three orphans of , agrini Domsnlgo.
Thy had already learned from thdr oldest sister Cesarina whut sad happeninga
had taken place, and they knew that the whole famlly of my late uncle had
been killed. All thay lmd left was the ir desperation aml soveral poatul
cards (which had saved their lives) from my oocuain (ino from ermany.

What &in did we committ Even toduy, I am unable to answer this question.

A rumor was circulating the next morning, that the Germsns were lovtiny
for the Magrinl family of tha Gerinl ferm and Lo the farmers of Jettepassi
at the Pratogranle farm. _

As 1n Pratogrande , the victims of Capannone were Luried religiously
in & small improvisdd cometary. Bubt our souls were not satiafied and we
tried our best to trunaier tlem '

.

s
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Province of Pistois
CO.LUNE OF LaRCIANQ

Statement persalning the crimes commitced by the Germans in tals
couaune .

e adminis tration of the commne of Lurcisano baelleves 1t .
necessary to tring to the attention of the aillled !filitary Sovernment,
the various acts of barbarlsm committsed in this commune by unibs of
the jerman Army:

On 1 Aug 1944, German (SS) soldiers unier the comumnl of a
N.C.U. went to tue vllluze of Jecima, loculity of “Secinino', searching
for fire arms, ammunition, amd radio treansmitters, in tne houses of
the Dami Selestino fu Glogondo and Vitl Gesulna, widow of Dami, famllies.

The result of the vislt was practically nepative: In the house
of Daml ’elestine thay found & snall elactric bail actioned by & contaat
ko7, and u wooden wallkting atick, on which for fun, their son had carved
the Ruasian emblem. In the houss of Vitl tney found & radlo transformer
belonglng to che son-in-law Vallinl .jalter, mechunlc, who hed kept it
as a spare part. It seems tnat this was enouzh reason for the Gerean
sectlon to set the houses afire, which after a few ainutes were complete-
ly destroyed. Jaml Celeatlino apd Erina, already wounded by machine-gun
builets, perished iIn the fire (aAgze 41 and 4%). The two children, Renzo
19, apd Brumero 16, were left pennylesa amidst this pain and miaery.

‘This unjustified tragedy has caused great grief in my commune,
and eapecially in the Cecina viliane.

THe 23RO AUGUST wms a day of bloody tragedy for the entire
andinievoe, amd particuluarly in tie co. wunes of larcilano und lonsummeno »
wnere 200 imnoc nt vietims huve hesn sountaed.

den, wuy, amd tuaeir batiea who had leit thair homes months ago
am comd to the nearby aurshes to avaeld the bombings and continuous
round-upa by the Jermans, were amon: the victims,

+@ actually expected the rouml-ups 2130 near tid wmurshes, but
ve nevar belleved that the Jermen barbars were capabla of coumitting
such c¢crimos a9 they did, especlially in such rroat number to psople
who waro only temporary refujeas, living in hovalc, barracks and other
ahglters.

a8 & matter of tact, they used the sxcuse that ;reat numbers
of partlsans ware In the marshes. On tne morning of the 25 .ugust,
Gernan unlts siread out in the marches and nearby woods, went from
housc to house, machine- unninz without pity young preople golnz to
work, women, nuraing bables, old nen 70 and 80 years old, as many as
they could find,loot Ing and burning tie houses.

Entire famllles were wiped out, ard those few who are left,
vith a sriaved soul ask God for divine Juastice.

Lavciano, 18 sgpb' 1944 The .ayor
¥onti FPasaclo
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CORKUNE CFF HONGIIZab0 (irovince of Pistola)

;1 llu-: e by e t tre hea af I 1
ubisgt o nassaors inari I'Oops in maronea ucecchio on
25 Bugust 1944

The Headquarters of the Anglo-American Armed [orces
: MONSWILALC

T am mm e - - e w o -

It 1s my duty to infam this Headquarters of the crimes com-
mitted by Jerman troops in the Fucecchio marshes.

On 28 August 1944, betweon § ami 8:30 o'clock, German troops
following orders their headquarters(unter & colonel), located in
Chiesina Uzzanese, kil d with machine-guns, rifles, and other weapons,
314 persone, 75% of which were women, bables, and sucklings. This erims
took place for reasons unknown to myself, in the territory vhere theo
commnes of Honsummano, Ponte Pugrlanese, Fusscchio, amd Larciane border
at the marshes. On this date the sone waa 8till occcupled by the Qermns,
and entire families with women and ‘babiles had taken refuge there on
sccount of the war,.-

The barbarians commnitted crimes upon women and children with
prodetermination amd intent to kill innooent persons with reason; pecple
who were completely ilgnorant of the war act.vitles. Babies who were only
a.fow montns old, were s tabbed to death.

The soldiers who took part in this slaughter, belonged to the
division which hes the insignia of !rederick the Great.

The facts of this brutality wers perfectly well known to:

a«) The Gormen headquarters which was located near the Villa Blancheri,
in tke town of Castelmartini (Commune of Larciano);

b.) The German captain in the town of "Le Cass' ig this compunej to be
precise, in the vioinity of the Folli fim. He is also accused of
t» illing of 4 innocent persons, which occured in the town of
lonsumzmm Alto on 16 Aug 1944; to be precise at "il Pittore”.

Auong the numerous atroclties camuitted in the Pucecchio
marahes, Ixamiax was the killing of t.o Criachl broth.rs, Floravante
and Giulio and the latter's wife. The Germans forced thsem to prepare
a meal and to eat with them, before they committed the crime.

The tayor
Fulvio Lsuponl

e o Y
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)
One soldier drew a piotol and £ircd enc shet at aach can, Tho thimd
* man vho was vourded was still stamding aud tho Gorean {ired another
shot ot him. I aalkad vhy he kKilled thoeo three van wnd he suld beesnse

they vore Fartisana, They osked we £ I waos o Fartisaen and 1 seic
"o, amd they left,

Tiere oll three finally killed or vere twe killvd nm ono woundod?

Teo vore killed. I balisve tha nounded man 1s back hove.
Of tho lwo killed weu Guiconpe kmovn to he workln; with ti- Sth Arg 7

duisepre owrsd the land in this area. I was working for him und 1 knew
he vas in contact with the Fifth Army.

for do you kmew?
£ hoard talx at home and I huvo apoken with the tayor,

Una Alfreda alco aupposed to be workin: nith the Americsnc?

No.

Ecfore tho soldier fired the shats, did he give these persons an oppor-
tunity to ruke uny statoments:

sa.

(The witnesa ras rxcuped)

[]
4

LOREITINT

16-8/
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. chlo, nella zona in cui. cenvergono i conf1n1 dEI”“m
S Ponté: Bugglanése= Fucecchio-e Darciano; per moti
7 vente ed 1n.segu1to ad ordlne del Gomando tedesco

locallta déétélmart”
b) 11 uapltano ta;esco
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T RPITORIsL LGION OF Ta ROTuL CuRuBIRIEkI QF FLORENGE
Station of onsummone

On 17 Sept 1944 ot 1100 hourn, the npdorcignend DWUICCHT ARUIDA
ne Lupuri, veughter of Giullo, 33 yours of uge, fran lonsummano, residing
in Via <n) Fousetto, uppeured before us, Maresoisllo Moggiore Vitale
ingur g ., coimander of the 0,%P, station, and mado tho following Aoclare
ations

At 6 o'clock on 23 hug, 5 or 6 German scoldisrs armod wiih sub-maghine-
g eono to 1y housosnd uithout eaying a word, killed my futher Glulie
7T youra of nze, my msthor Romani Fla 56, @y deughter 2 years of age, My
uncle 53, Ay tict v-inelew 2, and my mophow 16 months 2ld, I'e Fartloons
have evor beon in my residuncu ot In tho vietpity,

Sxearing Lo the atove-mentioncd:

alncchi Araida no Lupord

EXHIRIT "2"




TRRBITORIAL LEGICH G THe ROYAL Cuita7 1i'T:RI 0% FLCETICE
slytion of Sousupanng

On 19 Supt 1944 et 1130 hourn, tho undersigned CalTSTRI Z2aINIMA
jaughter of Plotre, 35 years of ago, £rom Mungupmane, Viu del Foucatto,
ippearad helore un, mrsueiallo lagglore Vitule Giumeppe, commander of the
A7, stati-m, and mude tha following decluration:

On ite morning of 23 Aug ut abaut 6330 o'olork, 8 Ourhun woldiers ormed
1tk mchine and rubmachine sunc onmw to my house in Via del Fossotio, and
1thout ouying u word, openud fire on my velutivas aml wyself. [y cistrr-

n~luw 14 yeors of ‘go was killed, und my nephew 4 and myculf are vounded,
ut, saved oir lives hacauss fthe «xeariors bulieved us dead,

tio Pewrbisans wersever in ny houss or in the vieinity,

ro.xing to Lhe ubove-murdionea:

signed with o crose
I1litorate)

oooceg?




TERRITONTAL 1N 100 OF THE ROYAL CARABINIERI OF ‘“'IBHE-'OB
Stnbion of Mensussang

On 19 Se¢pt I‘.'U. at 1000 hours, the unde-signcd ROAMI aum, Mhter
of the lato Glugeppe, 21 yeura of usge, born and regiding iv Monouwmmano, -
Via del Foanctto, eppoared before ns, Naresaialle lugiiore Tilnle Muaem,
comsandor of the GC.RR. station, and declarcd the following rSter having
beon imterrogated by us:

On tho morning of 23 Aug 12/4, my fanily uwnd I vere in o Yiern where
we lived ac uvacuscs, At sbout 5:70 alelock, Gorman ayldiers armcd with
maching-guno and rifles wrived, ad vithout cering.o word, ey opened fira
upon ua. I had the fortune of vaving ryeelf by jumping into a ditoh,
ty fother 49 yaras 014, sy brothor Feul 30, my wnele laluechd Cecurs 49,
and my aunt Mplnechi Frina 45, were all killed,’

On that morming, my cousing 35 ond 39 years of age and my unole 76 years'
ware ¥111:4, There vet no Erovocation for the Gormans to comeit this brutal.
eriue, oinco noither neapons nor partisens vere admidst us.

Swouring to the ubove-mantionsd

Signed: Rocani 4rmida
The fnots of this Goclaration nerewitvessed by the undernigrid Tiotant

Guide, con of the late Lorenzo, 40 years of wge, Born in foncumiono and
raciding in Poesettos

Sipned: TRorand Guide

Tho facke of this declaration twere also situococd by the undnroigned Maluechi
Plurina, daughtor of Cesare, 1B years of ago, from “enruewano Via dol Fossettos

Sizncds Maluashi Fiorima,

" EYHIRIT tYn
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TORITORLAL 1632 ud) @ THL duTon Gl ililedt e o i N
phrtion of Comsiuebce

Gu 11 gt J9bd b 1030 haves, thy wiecs fgrod TORCLEL TIALGA duugliar
of 1ielftaw, 26 yusra of gty Crow Monupaure, oocloing ln Vie del Foaotio,
uppeonrsd hafors v, baruselulle Lug,tare Vitole Gluuyfpa, somegnder of tho
OO, wtetion, vl nane ti8 folloning duclacution:

A Bt ¢ gteloelz nne 23 hug, swvered Gormph poldadine cwee to the horn
on Lig Larsbh, to whore sy famdly wnd I hwd Loen uvacunled, The coldiers
althrat taging a word openud fire with mechiso wod rulmgehise unc, %J11ing
the tullewdiny peroongt My ctaughter 4 monkhs old, my couuin 28 and her
v it s 6y oy nlabretnelun L2 yoars of wa, my pavonbo=in-low ogad 60
una G0, my unele €3, wul wy coustin 8 yuarn of pe.  Afbor the eriwg bod bhuen
copaitted, the Germeny . ot e Lurn alire,

I mysell vis uwble to junp inlo g citeh. Ho rartizans were ever soeh
in the viecinity,

Svurn pnd sipgnud

LYHIBIT “¥*
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SEERITORTAL LiGICH OF THE ROZAL CARBINIERT G FLORROE

0o 19 Sept 191.& ot 1115 bours, tho vndeyolon s SRIEHRTE L W0E, wvop uf
the late Lngelo, 46 ,,mnru of age, fron Vexnurtang, ralnT in the villsge
of Cintolese, apprured bufers vu, "Wwreoefyide "'u tere Vitoly SInnop s,
comander of the 00K, stution, und rice the Fallemiry Acclatation:

-Por nouo tire our frnily hn hoon nmponed of my brotbers Criccht
Florgvante 53 yeors of -go, Sriachi Hulle 51, his wife 39 yiovo of cge, o -
of ono of my doughtirn 11 ywnrs of axw, the hed cono t6 ouy proporty neay
the prineipsl recrl, und in oxdor to «oeape from the turmell of war had taken
rofuge in Ay of our little hcuces noar tho march, Partipano have nover kecn
in the houeo or vieirity, I gtayod in ty house in Cintolase to talm sare of
oy tueingos, urd besonne 1 vaffored a woundod log,:

On the morming of 23 Aug, sbaut 20 Goruun coldiors arnsd with sutesutic
soppong, wert 10 1ho house of my relatives, asking to be fed. Ly brothor
Plorwunte and ainter-in-las 1 are used to be aasked for food by acldicro,
and they offarad thum hrond, ogpp, han, vine, ote, Vhen the soldierc had

. findghked tho meal, they agkcd oy two brothsrs to follow them into the open,
¥y olster-in-law, vorrying dwout my two brothérs, followed them, bLut was
miotreatoa hy the poldiers. A for minutes lster, my brothers and sigtere
inlew were k11lcd Ly tha ety seme scldlers who had catem with them in cy
houze,

¥y deughter wes akle 4o cave harnl: by jumpdng into a ditch. iy twe
other niccts, Tidl levia 32 years of sge, and Bonfenii luring 30, ceelng
toir sunt boing killed, approachod to help ber, But elso they wore killud,

iy bewthere und aiutor-in-law werc robbed of the money they hed, that
18, sovurul thousund 1ive, I doh't gee any Justifiable resson that auch
barbariy atrosity should have beﬁn aomni tted,

Swearing to tho above~made declaration:

Hpgned: Griachd Lnmte,

.

EXRIBIT mn mr e '31-
fe
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moam umm OF T2 GOV.L C:RBINIERT OF PLORWT -

0&19801#- 1?!.1.;& 1mhwra, theun!enigmﬁ 1ETORY cvsmr. )
- Plolaiatl, dnightcr of Raffasllc, 32 yuara of s from Monsimmene, Via
.del Popselito, . appesred befere vo, Fareaelpllo Ipg:lore Vitale Gluseppe,

. " commender of the CCFR, stetion, emi mu!o the following ~ecloratian affer
- having been iptarrcgoted by us:

atd:ons:ato'cloekenfams.lmdf mnthertm,ma :
certain Lovenzo, uged 75, %ere in xy hovoe whon two Germen soldler's ew.md

and claimrd thet toty wers lodking for Partigins,  Our- snsver Wwés ‘negitive, -

One coddior le¥t t¢ ecurch the currowmiivgs; vhile the’ gthor-obe, without

T aqhganm, startid wo fire upan.me, sningﬂutlmnothit, ha.ﬁred-.

upon the olbar women, tut bhe gan-’famssd,.: We tock sdvantage of. this cir-- -
cumstence s Tay &24¥ to fird e 'veours plave, .The oli.men wag unahls to
Zolior.us, When everythisy nas*over, pm n M gomeé’ bsck to +the hme,
%o Pound ‘be ommotabhe&toﬂeath )

?tm-e woee no Pm-usm in viein!w,

" 3fgned with « orous

E'\q,n_;s';’
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TDuring the covrae of thiv wwo loveatigation @ld you inde evisn o wiineos
named Griachl buntu’

You,
Uid yev cbteln o writton sletonent from this peracn?
Yoa, -

I now ochow yuu u documeid, and ask you if this i thw clynpturn of
Criushl Uanlot

Yes,  (Gumv recudved An wvidoune i warked Exhibit g L)

b1d you rxandne gy vitncages wro wery j134terale and could nol sign their
nupe?

!85, I did,

- wan lopors Coslwuty an J1lileratc wibness who eppssred before you$

. Yeo, viv.

I now ohaw you 4 document nhich Lews your alamp ee woll as a oroas

ln tho pluce for the signature ond osk you 1f thig 1g the stolement mude Ly
u:pgri Ceniaral

Yoe, it 3s. (Same recelved lu evidencs wd marked Exiibit V )

During the course of this vame investiguotion A4 you nxsmins o wilnese
Yy Lbu neme of Cullotrd Selvina who is aloo 1llitorgte?

Tou, I did,
Did that pursop mske o gtutement?
Yuo,

1 show yo0 o documsut and ask you 4f this 1o the ststonunt nuda by
Galiotrd Solving who 1o 1lliterste¥

fon, it 1a, (Soms recolved In evidence and marked Exhibit .)
During tho course of your imvogtigetion 41d you take & joinmt sbutemcnt
fron three witnesses by the namos of Romani irmida, Romgul Coido and
Hadageht Florina?
Yog, 1 did.
Wk
SF’ J!é . 'T
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Did these pervenc sppour bufore yoir amd pign thaelr nomes to the Indicuted
stutaxant?

Yeo, thoy wid,

I shoe you a vrithon docuoent and aske you i tho signaturey of tbu three
wiitneyocy who cigouwd their numes did oo in your proconce?

Yoo, (Semo roceived in evidencs und murlwi Pebibit X )

During the co:rse of the came inveutigotlon did you oxuming u witmwsa
by the nume of Fureiopu Bluniut

t@ul I dld.
e thut witness moke & writien olutezent?
Yus, oir.

I now ghow yoit a written dogumont uns » ok you iC thio 1u the vritton
statemcnt made in your presence?

A Yas, it 1u, (oorm roccived in wvidence ynd tarked Exhibit ¥ L)

Iuring tho course of your inveastigation did you ivtapvier o citmuas by
the name of Lalucchi Armida?

Yes, I did,

0id that pergon rake a signed olatement and offix their eignature
in your praczonse?

Yoo,

I show you o writton deocunint ond ook you if this 1s the signed ctatement
Juot referzrd to la your ¢ .otimony?

Ycs, 1t 10, (Seme recelved in evidenao and marked Exhibit 2 ,)
At the complotion of your iwcotidpation did you make a written report?
X¢q,

Voo Lhul report bused on tho interview you bad personally with all nitnesces
coucorned?

Yes.

I nom ghow uguu o dooudunt dated Soplechar 12, 1944 with your initiado
appearing above your titly, and avk you if tkis in an officlal ropurt hich
yau repdered an chiaf of polito of tho Swupei

Zeo, 1% 1o, (Somw will be recalved ir nvidence ond rorked Laxhibit Af.)

(The mitoeco was sxcused) N} VITAE L-F/
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TERRITORIAL IEGICE OF TIE ROYAL GARLELLTAT O° PLOKFICE
tation o/ 2]

0o 19 Sept. 1944 at 1130 haurs, the undorsigned CORRIFRI AVERARDO,
zon of Raffaolle, 36 years of wre, from Uonsugeumo, rooiding iv Via dol
Posootto, epprearrd befove wa, Iarvecialle lazzlore Vitale Giusonpe, covmandor
of ths CC,BR, stoticn, tnd duclord thu fallowing:

At shout 4 o'clock in L} rorming on 23 fug 1944, three German poldiera
.. appegred in front of my door. &b the polnt of their submachine-gun, they
ordared me to get drossed und to follew them, Uken I was ready to go, they
_gave me two snvamition boxes to owrry, and we went in the directiocn of ths
parshes, Ue reached the houce of +tho lapord Serafine and Parlanti Raffasllo
femilies; sverytody was woken up und ordered to follow, Vhen ne, arrived

at oy baru, the Grrruns took Farlanti Gesure 75, Parlantl Raffaslle 80,

and Glangind Iivio 15, lined thenm up at the Yank of the Hievele river, and
killed them in Crant of ny cyas. Tho soldiers thep went to tho house of
aluockd Danilo 55, and idlled him without losing a word, They contimwd

. ond went to the locality of "Fiuchiusi®, where they killod a certain illuechi

Gino 45. Then they went fo the hauee of the farser 3imoni Gino, rounded up
alitegother 23 persona, including Simoni, old men, wooen, and babies, and
 killed lhem oll with their machine-jung,

. - e 'then mst Occhitelli Orlaudo 35, ote of his brothers 22 yowrs of ayo,

-, - andl & pérson unknown to m8; alse ibey were maching suuned, Going toward the

. 'Stablda marahes, they killed on tte sireet a ohopherd, vhom I had mover ceen
* ‘before, - Twe \minovm persons, attrasted by the shootbi, were also chat,

“-.. Conbiruing ont the way, we met £ nore papsons, old man and youns kevo, all
unknowis - to we,; who after having Ueen robbed by thoe Qerman soldters, were
~killed by their machive-gun fire, &b thiz I wus shle to clude hg vigilawce of
" 'the Cevineris "asd epeaped,

Tho n'bqvc—nwuuad orines wers conoitied by the Guraun veldiers in cold
blood end without Justification, Partisams hove mewur boen seew in this zons,

Swenring’ 4o Uie Above-irtated declarabipns

:

B Bigneds Garrieri Averardo




@b of's Vitule Guisoppo, Carsbinieri Barrcuks, “onzummann, Italy.
Iekon ut: Honsummano, Italy.
3103 3 Oetober 1944,
Preserts Major FIRIN S. BOCTH, JACD, Comvouionor.
Major MWLITON R. ° mm, Ty, Wlltery Councol,
Captuin OHARILS I, BOURKY, AGD Defanzo Coununl,

Technician Lourth grade advicn L, Gtokmuwer, Hy, & Hg, Co., PiCth arny,
vas sworn us rapostir,

Private firat olanc RMobert G. Pagoigli, Hq, & Hq, Co., Fifth Amy, was
gnorn x8 Intorpretor,

(The vitnoss wiu cworn)

Meotions by Fajor Vexlor:

g Stxlo your paxe, your' uge and your rosidence.
Vitale Gulesppe, 42 yruurs old, Carebinieri Barracks, Lononmsane, Italy,
That 10 your officiol etatus in tho Comuno of Momsumwano?

A
G
A I om chief of the policas,
Q

Did you conduct an investigetion concerning the atrocities of iugust
23rd 1944%

Yoo,

Did you intorvier g witneuo neted Gorrieri Avaraide?
Yes, perconslly,

Did you obtain & written ctatesont from that peroon?

Yoo,

I show you a written docunnt, and I auk Fou if this ip tho sintenount
you ubtnined?

¥ng, it jo. he
Q And doos that bLour yamr aisnuture of cmieﬂ Awmlm :
Tos, oir. (Seme received im rvidanco and vacked Exhibit % )

KNRIBIT *5n
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YEunLTUL il LEGION OR Tux SCWkit, OF FPLOMENGE
statlion of wusnnaapo

1*ile 1u. wi/ld wonsuaaang, ki Sopt Ludd
wub Jeck: nlllln~: committod Ly tho flerwan arsed }orees In Lo murd: ag.

l'o: the Headquarters of Gt anglu~american aruwed 'orces
oS ATV

we intorm this howdguurters of the pernerlic alroslicies comalbted
by the Jderuun Armed 'orces In this terrltory, cuusing many innocent deaths,
most of which were wowen snd bubles. They thus cuused errist to entlre
families whose only crime was, that thuy were llving in ervAan vecupled
terrltory.

On the morning of 235 Awr, boetwean & and 83353 o'elock, “jorman
troops [ollowlng orders of chelr heuuayusrters (under w Lt. olonel) locuted
in Chiesina Uzzuness, started to fire wlith machine-puns, submichlne muns, pis
ard handgremudes, upon evacuess without discrimlastion of aex or B8,

This crime took ,.lacu in tle locality of "pudule di Fucecchlo", in the
zone where tne communes of Nonsumassno-Fonte tupglunyse-Fucecchio and
Larciono: the ressun fur this utrocity is not known %o us as yet.

This crlme was comaltted with the tull knowledre of the uoerran
headquurters, upon poor people who wera tforced to huke refuye neur Lie
mrsghes, belleving thouselves umore secura .

314 persons were hilled: %4 welonwel to the com.une of MNonsumune
amd tlhe others tu tl® nelghborine com.unes. About 75, were wousen, children,
and sucklinga.

“mall children were mutlin ted and atavved to dsath.

Among the nuserous crimes chmualtteu, loc this particular one:
About 12 German scvlidilers went tothe Criuchi fuamlly whlch 13 composed of
tir two brothers ploruvante 53 yewr s old, ownar of the CC.H. parracks,
Glulio 51 yeurs old, nis wife 39 years ot ure, and u nlece aved 1l.

After heving eaten bread, eggs, ham, and wine, the fiermuus
killed'the two brothers and ths woman, took all the monsy . The young girl
was able to escupe «y hiding in & ditch. Two other nieocea of the womun,
aged 30 and 32, both .sarried with children, have sesen thelr aunt fall to
the pground. They ran toward her to help her, but the Germans kliled hoth
vith their submachine~guns.

The soldiers who took part in these atrocltiss telanged to the
divislion with the 1inalgnia of Frederick tne Great.~

The faots of thls brutallty were psrrectiy well known to;

a.) The Girman headquurters which wus located near tne Viila I:lancheri,
in the tow of Castelmartini (Comrmne of larcianc);

b.) The Germn captadn in the town of "Le fase" in this cum.-une; to be
precise, in the viclnity of the rolll flirm. He 18 ulso accused ofikm
the killing of 4 lnnocent psraons, which occureed in the town of
iJonsummano Alto on 16 Aug 19443 to be preclse at "1l fittore".

1 don't think thut 1 have to descrive to you the condition of
the survivors of f'onsummano, after thls slaush ter had tuken place und
after months of robhery, lootin~, and anuses of all kinia. L think they
left a distinet evidence of their one aystem, one style, unl ona ruce.

AXRIEIT “AAM
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Of those corpses vhich rere not in coffins tut wire corred with cheets,
was there anything to indiscate whethor or not these bdedies wers the
recult of a violent death us distinguished from s normal death?

!et‘t

“hut did you obaoerve?

1 oboorved that some of the bodles which were covared by sheots bhad
blogd gtaing on them.

uere those fifteen dodies which you saw, persons who rerc mascacred
on fuguit I3dt |

Yosi,
dov o you lnen?
Everybody ktneun thoy vwere killed on that day.

Uere thera any othar turiuls goinr on to your lmovledyge on the duys
fodloving?

Yes, I know throe turisls vave vowpluted the Coy follewlig.

(Ths witneas wns oxcused)
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