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CASE No. 44
- THE TRIAL OF ALBERT KESSELRING

BRITISH MILITARY COURT AT VENICE, ITALY,
. 17TH FEBRUARY—6TH MAY, 1947

A. OUTLINE OF THE PROCEEDINGS ' .

{. THE CHARGES .

The accused was churged with °* being concerned in the killing as a
reprisal of some 335 Italian nationals,”” in the Ardeatine Caves (first charge),
zad with ** inciting and commanding . . . forces . . . under his command
to kill Italian civilians as reprisals in consequence of which a number of
faian civilians were killed '’ (second charge). .

EVIDENCE
vidence on the first charge

Most of the evidence was agreed upon by Counsel for the Defence and
Counsel for the Prosecution.

The evidence on the bomb explosion in Rosella Street, on the 23rd March,
1944, and on the mass shooting in the Ardeatine Caves, on the 24th March,
i%44, was substantially the same as the evidence given with regard to these
:vents in the Mackensen trial.(') The accused returned from the front to
4is headquarters on the evening of the 23rd and the cvents of Rosella Street
were repatted to him immediately. Then two telephone conversations took
place. A staff officer from Hitler’s headquarters spoke to Kesselring's
chicf-of-staff and informed him that the Fiihrer had ordered that as a '
reprisal for the bomb attack, 10 Italian hostages were to be killed for every
German policeman who had died as a result of that bomb attack.

itk regard to the second telephone conversation which took place
hetween the head of the SD (Security Service) in Rome and the accused,

- lhe-evidence for the Prosecution and the evidence for the Defence are at
variance. The head of the SD testified that he informed the accused that

w fad enough persons ** worthy of death ™ 1o carry out the reprisal. This,

e explained, meant persons under sentence of death or charged with
»:Rffonces for which.the death penaity could be imposed. The accused
Qintained that he was informed by the head of the SD in the course of

3 telephone conversation that he had sufficient persons actually sentenced
o death in the prisons of Rome. The accused then issucd the following
arders to General Mackensen, the commander of the 14th Army, which
was one of the armies under the accused’s command :

** Kilt 10 Italians for every German. Carry out immediately.”

Later, during the night a second order from the Fiihrer's headquarters
was received at Kesselring’s headquarters. It repeated the first order and
added that ** the execution was to be carried out by the SD.” This order
was passed down to 14th Army by the accused’s chief-of-staff, who, also,
informed the accused.

The case for the prosecution on this evidence was that the accused had
ordered reprisals at the rate of ten to one, which was excessive, and that

N\

(*) Pp. 1-8 of this volume.

T

o, oy

w b \i'f -‘-:,,',‘.'

Qq!‘f- he_peiin
W e e e
RIS e R Pt

- —— . ——

»
L

R gty e .'."-
v R




10 ALBERT KESSELRING

as he had passed the orders to subordinate army formations, he was respon-
sible for the way in which they were carried out. The case for the defence
was that on receiving the news of the bomb attack, the accused had ascer-

ined that there were sufficient persons already sentenced to death to
carry out the reprisal without killing innocent people.

The two main arguments of the defence were: (1) that in passing down
the order received from the Fiihrer to the 14th Army, the accused had
deliberately left out the word ** hostages '* to avoid any persons not sentenced
to death being killed. He thus carried out the orders he was given in the
most humane way that was open to him. (2) That the second order charged
the SD with the execution and thus freed the accused from all responsibility
. for carrying out the execution and that therefore after passing on the second
order the accused never enquired into the manner in which it was carried out.

The Judge Advocate said: ** The Field Marshal's real defence is: ** I
never carried out any orders at all, all I did was to pass along the chain of
ommunication, 2 message to the SD."”’

(ii) The Evidence on the second charge

On 1st May, 1944, Field Marshal Keitel, as Commander-in-Chief of all
German forces, issued an order which gave the accused, as Communder-in-
Chicef of all German forces in Italy, the overall command and direction in
the fight against {talian partisans who had become a serious menace to the
security of the Germin forces in that theatre. For this particular purpose
all §S and police forces in Italy, as well as the fighting services, were brought
under his command. On the 17th June, 1944, the accused issued an order
to his troops concerning ‘* new regulations for partisan warfare,” which
contained the following passage: ‘* The fight against the partisans must
be carried out with all means at our disposal and with the utmost severity.
I will protect any commander who exceeds our usual restraint in the choice
and severity of the means he adopts whilst fighting pamsans In this
connection the old principle holds good, that a mistake in the choice of

" the mearis to achieve an objective is always better than failure to act or

neglect . . . partisans must be attacked and destroyed.””

On 28th June, 1944, the accused issued an appeal to the Ttalian population
.. over the wireless in which he condemned the method of fighting adopted
" by the allies in Ttaly. He allcged that the allied commanders had issued

number of proclamations in which they had incited the Italian population
to asszil German military posts. attack sentries by stabbing them in the back
and to kill as many Germans as possible. He continued: ** Up to now
I have proved that to me the respect of human principles is a matter of
normal logic . . . However, as a responsible commander I can ne longer
hesitate to prevent by the most repressive means this despicable and medizval
method of fighting. I give warning that I shall use these means forthwith,
Followers of the Allies and subversive elements are warned not to continue
the behaviour shown hitherto.”

On Ist July, 1944, the accused issued a second order to his troops'in which
he pointed out that his broadcast announcement was not to be an empty
threat. The order said, ** where there are considerable numbers of partisan
groups a proportion of the male population of the area will be arrested.
Id the event of acts of violence being committed these men will be shot.




ALBERT KESSELRING 11

The population must be informed of this. Should troops, etc., be fired on
from any village, the vnllage will be burned down. Perpetrators or ring-
leaders will be hanged in public.”” The order ends with the sentence:

** All counter measures must be hard but j Just The dignity of the German
solgier demands it.’

During the months of July and August many pumtwe actions were carried
out by the German forces in kialy, both against the partisans and against
the civilian population, in the course of which over a thousand ltalians,
amongst them women and children, were killed. The prosccution submitted j
affidavit evidence of over twenty instances of indiscriminate killing of [talians
by German troops during the relevant period. On the 2ist August, 1944,
the accused acknowledged these fucts in an order to his troops in which he
pointed out that ** instances have occurred within the last few weeks which
caused the greatest harm to the dignity and dlscnplme of the German armed
forces, and which had nothing to do with punitive measures.’

n the 24th September, 1944, the accused, in another order to his troops,
d: ‘‘ The Duce has furnished me with fresh instances which are
revolting in the manner in which they have been carried out and are driving
even the peaceful elements of the population into the enemy’s camp or to
the partisans.”’

Relying on these facts, the Prosecutor said : ** the orders of [7th June
and 1st July, were contrary 1o the laws and usages of war. The order of
the 17th June was an incitement to the troops under the accused's command
to commit excesses, and the prosccution obviously relies on the expression
* I will protect any commander,’ etc. [ say no more than that this is an
incitement, but in the order of the Ist July.the accused goes further and
orders his troops to take reprisals and it is not until 24th September that
he says'* this must stop.” That is the gravamen of this charge.”

The Prosecution further maintained that these orders on the one hand -
.and the atrocities alleged tp have been committed by the German troops ia . - .
on the other were cause and effect and that the accused must therefore

be held responsible for the actions of the troops under his command.,

The case for the defence was that the orders of the 17th June and Ist

July were not iliegal and that they, in effect, said to the German forces,

- You must be h.:rd you may do many scvere things but you must kecp
“wu the law.”” Thg defenge submitted. that.in the, first order the.assurance--.- -t

cers that they would be protected if they attacked partisans was
essary, as in the past commanders had been taken to account for action
against partisans as politically undesirable. The re-stating of the ** old
principle "* which for a century had appeared in most training pamphlets
_for the German army was appropriate in these circumstances.

With regard to the second order, the defence maintained that-it outlined'
the taking of hostages and the infliction of reprisals both of which were
legal as everything set out in the order was conditioned by the last sentence,
that all measures taken ** must be hard, but just.”* As far as instances of
unlawful killings by German troops were concerned, the defence denied
some instances altogether, attacking the credibility of the Prosecution’s
evidence which on this point was predominantly affidavit evidence, and
admitting other instances while pleading that they occurred not as a result




12 ALBERT KESSELRING

of the accused’s orders but as a result of independent actions by the troops
or by local commanders.

The issue which the court had to decide was, therefore, in the words of
the Judge Advocate, whether the accused’s orders were ** a definite incite.
ment to kill Italians or just badly worded orders which were rather carelessly
drafted,” and whether all or any of the instances of indiscriminate killings
of ltalians by German troops were a direct consequence of these orders.

FINDINGS -AND SENTENCES

The accused was found guilty on both charges and s;ntenced to death
by shooting. The sentence was commuted by the confirming officess to
one of life imprisonment.

B. NOTES ON THE'CASE

1. THE LEGALITY OF KILLING INNOCENT PERSONS BY WAY OF REPRISALS

In presenting the Prosecution’s case on the first charge the Prosecutor
conceded that the German authorities were justified in imposing reprisals
after the bombing attack in Roscila Street. After quoting some authoriticy
on the subject,(') he pointed out that whereas there was authority for
destruction of property and incarceration of nationals of occupied territory
as reprisals, there was no authority for the tuking of human life. The
defence argued that in extreme circumstances the taking of human life in
the course of reprisals was permissible. A commentury on German Military
Law published during the second world war, was quoted by Counsel in this
context. The author says: ** Hostages are held in a kind of safe custody.
They vouch with their lives for the lawful conduct of the opponent. Accord-
ing to the usages of war it must be announced that hostages are being taken
. and for what purpose. Above all, the taking of hostages has to be brought
to the notice of those for whose lawful conduct the hostages are a guarantee.
If the event which was to be prevented by the taking of hostages occurs,
e.g. if the opponent continues his unlawful conduct, the hostages can be
killed.”'(3) Defence Counsel argued that the first step towards the inflicting
of reprisals is the taking of hostages. Hesaid that** any military commander
in the course of reprisals is authorised to arrest civilians in casc partisans
should uttack his troops or military establishments. If at a later stage
. outrages against the troops of the occupying power are committed, prisoners
bclongmg to the group ‘detained as hostages may be killed in the course of
reprisals.” In support of this proposition Defence Counscl quoted section
358(«) of the American. Rules of Land lVarfare (%) . " Hostages taken and
held for the declared purpose of ensuring against unlawful acts by the enemy
forces or people may be punished or put to death if unlawful acts are never-
theless committed.”” -

The Judge Advocate said in his summing up : ** I have come to the con-

clusion that there seems to be on the part of writers a very deliberate attempt .
not to come out in the open and answer the very question that the_Cou_rt_ -

They are [ully set out on pp. 3-7.0f this volume

%) Waltzog. Recht der Landkriegsfiihrui WS ot' War on Land), 1941, 83. e .
(®) FM. 277'10 Rules of Land Warfare, 1940. h‘ o P .

-—




ALBERT KESSELRING _ 13

wants answered and this is * Can you shoot, in certain circumstances, an
innocent person by way of reprisal * ? . . . International Law is generally
«n 2 high level. It is about what one belligerent may do to another belli-
geregt, but what Field Marshal Kesselring had to deal with were not
countries which were organised with governments but irresponsible people
in the main whom he could not negotiate with, people in respect of whom
he qould not say to responsible leaders * You must control your followers.’
Therefore 1 do suggest that if there ever were circumstances in which one
wauld have to resort to reprisals if one failed after proper application to
find the real culprit that that is the sort of thing in which a reprisal must
have been considered appropriate. . . . [ have come to the conclusion
that there is nothing which makes it absolutely clear that in no circumstances
and especially in the circumstances which I think are agreed in this case
that an innocent person properly taken for the purpose of a reprisal cannot
be executed. I feel that if there is some doubt in the law, the benefit of
that doubt must be given to the Field Marshal and therefore I am not
prepared to put this case to you on the basis that if you are satisfied that
the Field Marshal was deliberately shooting one innocent person by way
of reprisal, that that in itself is a- war crime of which he should be con-
ed.”’

The issues before the tourt on the first charge were these :

{1) Were the German urmed forces, represented by the accused, or the
Security Service, represented by the head of the SD in Rome,
responsible for the shootings ?

(2) Was the shooting of 335 Italians a legitimate reprisal or a war
crime ?

With regard to the first question, the Judge Advocate advised the court
rapis his summing up, that :** if you feel that it is right on the evidence as a
whole that the shooting was clearly the responsibility of the Security Service
<84 that all responsibility had passed from the Wehrmacht, then to my
mind you are bound to acquit the accused.” It seems then that the court
found that the accused bore the responsibility for these shootings.
With regurd 1o the second question, the court found thut the shootings
»afbatituted 8 war crime- but this finding does not supply an answer t6 the
question whether the taking.of human life as a reprisal is permissible or
not as the finding of the court could be supported cither by holding that the
aatio of 10 10 { was cxcessive or by the fact that 335 persons were Rilled
mstead of 330 as ordered. The Judge Advocate said in his summing up:
hatever you may think about International Law and reprisals, clearly
of these 335 llians weré murdered. That was a war crime and you
cannot get away from it. There was no Fiihrer order to cover it and it
was quite outside the reprisal.”’

The issue before the court on the second charge was not merely whether
the measures ordered by the accused were legitimate reprisals or not but,
as the Judge Advocate pointed out in his summing up : *‘ The charge is a
much more serious and grave one and that is that the Field Marshal
deliberately and knowingly when he produced the relevant orders, was
having them produced in such form that he knew what the results would
be and that he intended by bringing these orders into existence, to bring

k 000021
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THE JUDGE ADVOCATE: May 1t please the court, As the last war progressed it
was self-evident that the Axis Powers were determined to depart from the laws
and usages of war when theydesired to do so, and therefore the Allied Powers
deolded after the war that’ they would set up tribunals such as this and bring
before them those members of the German Army who they considecred had waged war '
in brepch of the laws and usages of war. Thus it comes about that Albort o
Kesselring, one time Fleld Marshal in the German Army and commander-in-ohief
of the German Forces in Italy, finds himself in the dock in this court upon
two charges that he has committed a war crime within the meaning of the Royal
Warrant whioh brought this court into being, .

I will read the two oharges upon which he stands arraigned. The first
charge is: Committing a war orime in that he at Rome, Italy, on or about 23rd
March 194 in violation of the laws and usages of war was concerned in the
killing as a reprisal of some 335 Italian nationals in the Ardecatino Caves,

The scoond charge is: Committing a war crime in that he between June and
August 1944 in violation of the laws and.usages of war, when commander-in-chief
Army Group South West, incited and commanded the Gormaon Armed Forces and German
Police Forces in Italy under his coammand to kill Italian oivilians as reprisals
- in oonsequonce of whioh a number of Italian civilians were killed.

I ncod hardly romind a court of this standing that it is the duty of the
proseaution to sotisfy. yhu.of-fho.guilt of the acouscd and that it is not for
him to prove his innocenoe; and if you arc left aftor oOns 4 EriNg “tht Wwhblo ef:"
the evidenoo with a rcasonable doubt as to his guilt, it is then your duty to

Yo find him not guilty. I nogd hardly also add that you will consider each charge
by itself and that if you li%ko yow can acquit him of both or you can conviot _
him of both ur, if you think it right, you can convict on one and acquit on tho .
otier,

Now, sir, I will invitc you to go back to Rome on the afternoon of the 25rd
Merch 19 and, if I may borrow a po:'tion of a well-known Churchillian phrase,
I do not think in the realm of human endeavour so much timo and patience has boen
expended in mioroscopically examining into what happcnod in the forty-cight hours
between two~-thirty on 23rd March and tho 25th March following., Gentlemen, yeu
know that there wans this bomb which exploded - perhaps there were more than one,
one large one and amall ones - and some shooting-in the Via Rasella in Rome;
and you have heard that as a oonscquence of that bomb a large number of German
poliocmen were either killed or wounded. How that was done and who is suppesed
to have done it has been described to you by the Italian witness Blasi and
if you believe he was therc and was tolling you the truth you have an explanatien
of what was at the back of thc outrage. : )

Now immediatoly after thé bomb had exploded it scems clcar that a numbor of
pooplo came on tho scenc inoluding General Mnelzor the Commandant of Rome, the
oonsul, and above all Kappler. Kappler nccds no introduction from me: He is '
an impdrtont witnoss in this casoc and I think it will suffice to recall that ho
is about thirty-nine ycars of age and that he was in charge of the S.D. in Romo; ~ }'
that he was a sort of polieo official and if ho had a relative rank in the army
it would bo that of licutenant-ooloncl.

Now, Gontlemen, I am not going to worry you with a mass of detail. In my
summing-up to you I shall alwnys beoar in mind that you have a mass, a most
formidable oolleotion,of notes of tho evidenoc, and that you can later on oxamine
most of the important witncsscs'! testimony from a shorthand transcript note,
Thercfore, Gentlemon, I will roly upon you $o go into thcse matters later and
for the moment I proposo to sumaarise very bricfly what ~yvars to have happened
on that afternoon up to about five of oloak,’
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Well, sir, I was Just dealing at the adjcwnmenl witk the more relevant

doouments issued by Kesselring, and before I leave them 1 would like to read

* [ my note of why he says he issued the ordexs, Exhibits 7 and 9. "My main
reason for issuing these two orders was to avoid ird.vidual troops and badly

1 * 7\« led troops toking the law into their own hends and to make unit commanders
wite ! responsible themselves, 1 wanted pavtisan warfare ‘o be ocarried out in the
: | same menner es reguler warfare, and thercfore I ordered all means available

_ to troops should be useds I hoped in this way by using responsible leader-
-y -~ ship and using the best meons in betile to defeat the partisan warfere in the
shortest possible time. I did not use the air foroce for tais purpose
becouse it would heve involved a great loss of life on the part of the
Itolians." : '

Now, siy, if you do not accept the prosecution's view of these documents,
. then they will have failed in regard to the Second Charge; but before you
finally come to yow decision on that you will no doubt want to consider
euite shortly so far as I am ooncerned what I call the'effects" Now, thefe
are the cases which were put up by hussolini and they are set out in the
amexwe, and I am going to sny very little about .them: They were apparently
examined into and you have an affidavit by With in rcgard to them which I do
not think is quite in oonformity with Exhibit 103, which is supposed to be a
~opy of the letter which was written by General Ve iinghoff to the German
'Y Plcnipotentiary ond the Anbassador Dr. Rehn.  Well, siy, there they are, and

i I em not going to deal with them in eny detail at ali.

I now want to twrn and say a few remarks gbou$ the individual ocases
which the prosecutor has put before you. I am not going to say very much
about any of them, but 1 think 1 would like to say a few generalities with
regard to these affidavits and statements. . You carrot cross-examine an
affidavit and you cannot oonsjider the demecanou of a witness if there is not

- one to consider; and thcrefore an affidavit is not a very satisfactory form
of proof of anything. Now, these particular affidavits are the work of.
English N.C.0.s,and I am sure you will oredit that they did their best and

———— o #

they did- it honestly ond they have compiied an adcount - a kind of moselg .- "+

from a number of statements mode by Italian depongnts. These statements are
put before you as some proof that reprisals I of a most

: severe kind and which the prosecution suggest were not justified by inter-
national law, were taking place &ll over the country for which Kesselring was
responsible as being the overall leader in regard to partisan warfare,

i Now, gentlemen,I am swre you are bound to find that there will be many
: inacourecies in them and meny exaggerations; but you are entitled,in my view,
to take into aocount the nunber of thems It moy be that there are
exaggerations, that there is wrong evidence,wrong stutements; bdbut you will
' ask yourselves:-- Can there be such a great many mistakes involving so many
different incidents and involving th: same kiul o2 cidunt, that there is no
truth in any of them at all? Are they entirely useless Iziwse you aumot pokait
what is true and what is not true? Now, that is the task that you will have
to consider when you come to olosed cowt.
Another thing I want to point out which is perfectly &7ious, is that the
allegations in most of these affidavits are in no way consistent with
military operations and the acoidental killing of peasants,their wives and
.5 their ohildren. It is not. possible in my view,genilemen, to say that these
can be reoonciled with a perfeotly legitimate military operation by the
; Germans and that these people were shot as the result of that, not deliberate-
' ly but incidentally to such a militaxy operation. I pointed that out dwring
the course of the trial,that these are not allegations of that kind; they
are many times deliberate ellegations :of rounding up, .08 10 graves and
mass shooting.

: Well, gentlemen, rightly or wrongly,it seems to me that all you can say

4

is this: " We cannot reconoile that they died in a proper military operation: !

with what is in the affidavits”. Therefore it seems to me you must either du
bebw v say that the prosccution and the defenoce are talkine about different things
and then you must decide whuther you ggpept or not fhese alleged killings
. which the prosecution say are unlawful/whioh are set out in these doouments
i ever took pldce, - 26 -
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. Now, sir, let me very tviefly deal with them. Ther wes the case of
/1" carlisle, Exhibit 26 - Bodicure. . There is nothing there, so far as I know,

. except the affidavit., Youiwill oonsider that.” It you think no weight is
to be attached to it, then, gentlemen,you will dismiss it from yow mind.

’.-

The next one is Exhibit 27, Crowley, at Cawriglia, That again,I think,
is entirely a question of an affidavit, You will probobly remember this ocase
beoause it is the one .involving the Hexmonn Goering Division. Kesselring
told you that he heard about this and that he ordered enquiries to be made
into it, and he asked 0.K.W. to pauss the matter on to the Heimann Goering
Division for enquiries because it had passed on to a new theatre of war,

He never heard any result of that but he denies emphatically that whatever

the Hermann Gocring Division mey have done it was in any way conneoted with
him. I think I should point out that there is a good deal of evidence that
Kesselring was ocorstantly visiting the front and talking to his generals,
divisional and otherwise,and it is said that he was always very keen on
pointing out to these generals and ocommandcrs that they must wage wax properly
and that they must obey his orders as he had given them out,

’€ll, sir, the next case is Exhibit 28, Campfield - San Giustino Valdaxrno,
Now, in addition to the affidavit thére was an affidavit by General Herr
(Exhibit 56), but that is not very important I think beocause you will remembex
that Geneval Herr.dealt with thet as a witness here in cowt., Now it isa
matter for you  You have the allegations in the affidavit and you have the
so-called explanation by Ger..ral Herr. He tells youthat he remembers this
casc very cleaxly, that il was the 15th Penser Grenadier Division, that it was
a partisan-infested arvea, th~t there was an open road which had to be kept
open, and that he arranged with'General Hauok to attack the peartisans from
the north. This was done uansudcessfully and then it was done again with

success, But he agrees thas anything he is talking about bears no relation ‘& Lo

to what is alleged in the effidavit, Well, sir, there again it is on that
material that you will carefully consider it. .- The proseaution ask you to
sgy that that was an unlovfu” reprisal, :
“ . i

Now the next one was Ex:ibit 29, Hammond, at Bucine: Here agaein, as far
as I em aware,it is a singlé affidavit with no furfher evidence at all,
Kesselring thinks that it might have been a proper partisen fight, but there
again the details in the affidavit are not .those of a fight but of something

quite different,

The next one is Exhibit 30, a single affidavit, at Quota. "Kesselring °
says he knows nothing about This, and it is suggested that if it evex took
place it was an action on th: part of the Fascists and hod nothing to do with
the German axmy at all. , . '

The next one is Exhibit 31; that is Charles and the plade is Padulivo.
Kessalring soys he hed no rezort of this incident, and you will remember
that in this case there were two statements, one Exhibit 63 by Mavia kignani
and one,Exhibit 64, by Zora Kende. Gentlemen, again, if you acoept their
testimony it is quite clear they are not talking about unfortunate killings
in the midst of & military operation, There is the evidence that is offered
to you and you will consider it in due ecurse. .

The next is Eahibit 32, Smedley, and r@lates to Castiglioni Fiboochi.
There again there 8 single affidavit,and 1 think Kesselring agreed that this
was o reprisal and he ventwed to say, I think quite properly, that if it
occurred the action that was taken was not justified; but he says he knows
nothing about it and oannot be held responsible for it.

The next is Exhibit 33, Cartwright - San Polo; and here, in addition to
the evidenoce of the affidavit, you have Exhibit 57, General Hauck end
Exhibit 56, General Hexr. General Herr dealt with that in his evidence and
of San Polo he said: "I went to the 305 Infantry Division. General Hauck
reported to me that a regimental commander had told him about San Polo,that
after o partisan battle men were supposed to have been shot and that the
praves were blown up". Gencral Herr said he was annoyed nbout this,and he
ordered the dismissal of the oommander and that he should be cowt-martialled.
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He said that the regiment left the divigion tnd ke scys that Abthing was

: done so far as he was concerned beosuse it had left. This is the cese which

"  4s supposed to have been mentioned on the wireless, and you will remember

L that the proseoution are alleging that people were being killed here without
having stood a trial, Gentlemen,that is the evidence in rvegard to the
incident of San Polo. . -

. The next one is Exhibit 34, Smedley - Rifredi and Castello, 1In
addition to the affidavif: there.is o stotement by Glorglo Pipoli, and he
gives you & version of something which is quite inconsistent with a militery
operation, The proseoution say, if you accept the evidenoe, that that is
another unlawful and brutal aot under the guise of a reprisal.

Exhibit 38 deals with Baxendale and Podernuovo,and that again is a
single affidavit. No. 39 is Bainbridge at Crescentino,- In addition to
the affidavit there is a statement by Romo Ravarino,and I think this is one
of the incidents which is complained of by Mussolini. That is again the
evidence you have to consider in vegard to that incident.

Then Exhibit 40 is Hell end deals with Veruochio, a single affidavit.
Kesselring says: "1 have ncver heard of it; I know nothing about it."

Exhibit 41 is Certwright and deals with Sarsina, a single affidavit.
Kesselring says he nevex heard about it and knows nothing ebout it.

Then Exhibit },2,Edmondson - Son Martino, to which is attached a
statement (you will remembcr:it) by Privote Julien Legoli, an Alsation

L4

, statement on 1st Novembex 194l 1t is a detai’led statement and it ds ome

~. .

|
e which perhaps your militaxy knowledge may help l[you to deaide as to whether

e TR
1 ]

you get any profit from it or not, . Kesselring soys that he hesrd something

about 'th:ls., and you have had an explanation,I :think,by' Beelitz about the

mam A e s e

military topography end I think two meps ave before the cowt dealing

with that, - You also have quite e long acoount in the
e . S

. effidavit Exhibit 73 by General Simon. Theyve seems o be

.

yathey mare evidence cne way and ancther in regard tn Sen Martino then the

other cases you have to concider,

o TtREgKE L ad 2 -
o mame o memad Vi aratS m W mea e onCae g 4 -
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Now, Sir, we are left with one or two incidents in which there is rather
more to bo considercd. Firsi of all there is the Milan inocident. Now that I
porsonally found rather oanplicated and rather oonfusod. There wore quite a
humbor of names montionod anc some of them Woro rather similar, You will
remember about the affidavit by picro Parini, Ho was tho man who was scentenced
to eight ycars in prison and I think there was somoe question about an appoal,
Thon thore was an affidavit by Viocensio Costa, Exhibit 36, but this Costa
appoared in porson and gave ovidence. Then thcre was Exhibit 37, Stefane -
Canzio., Then I think you will have %o take into account the evidence Which
was given in oourt by Dr. Bottini for the defonoo. Well, Gontlomen, I am net
going to woary you by going into tho intricacics of this ocaso bocause you will

hove to do that lator on, bui I think it is fair to say that tho ovidenoe of

Costa which he gave in court departed in quite a number of material ways frem
tho statemont ho had made in writing. , _
Now, Gentlemen, what the prosecution roly on (whether you do or not is fex»

you to say) thoy ask that if you bolieve Coatd he has doposod 1o an incidest
which took plage, Wik coloncl von Goldbeck, town major of Milan at the time’
those fiftoon : d boen shot in the squaro. Ho soys he spoke to Colonel
von Goldbook in tho prosenco of Vito Mussolini and ho said to Goldbook, "Who.
gave the ordor for tho oxcoution in the Piazza Loreto?" and the soldier said,
"o not insist. I am a soldier and I oannot talk". Later he said, "Kesselring
gave this order and jnsistod upon it". Now, Gentlemen, whether that is true
or not is entirely for you to say. “\/hethor Vicensio Oosta is making it up or
not, I do not know. He is & man Who has boen sontenced and is undergoing a
long temm of imprisonment. . I' _ :

* Now Dre Bottini oontradiots the ovidenoo-of Costa and he says that he bhas

" never heard the nomo of Kesselring montioned in conneotion with thisd shooting

.-’_--.;n;:vé---.' LT3

at all. Ho says that from his point of viow it was ordered by Colonel Rauff.
of tho S.D. and was garried out by tho Etloro Muti Icglon, Well, Gentlomen,
you have a conflict undoubtedly botween those two Ttalians, but the proscoutor
goys that whatever view you takd of their evidence they are both saying (I do
not know whether you agrecoc or not) that these exooutions were carricd out on
the orders of tho Gormans and not the Italions, )

Well, Gentlcmen, thore it is. It is a oconfuscd story and you will have
to oarefully study tho evidonce of those respoctive Italians and the affidavitay
In the result Kessolring says: ¥ Jmow nothing about it; I have never had *
anything to do with Mussolini about it. I have never hoard of it and I dony

" ¢ho whole thing."

- Now, Sir, wo como to a very familiar ossa, tho case which storts with
Exhibit 43, Edmondson who is dealing with what we call tho Fuceocohio Marshes,
well, Gentlemon, hore agnin - and this is a striking example of what Ivas -
pointing out to you - horo again you have General Crasomann, the military
commandor, ooming into the box and he desoribes exactly the military manoeuvre
which ho ordored and which he supervised in oconneotion with the rounding up of
partisans in tho Marshos,. : Well, Sir, is not it obvious that overything that
General Crascmann 84ys may be true up to a point, but is it any answer at all
%o the allegotions which are oontaincd in the statements Exhibit 66 by Dima~
Bartolini and Exhibit 67 by Silvestri ? It is no uso talking about ocars opening
firo and k.1ling womcn and ohildren who unfortunntoly got in the way and saying
thot thot is why those womon and children were Kdlicd. You oan acoopt that if °
you like and then it is morely acocidontal and unfortunato and nobody can be
blomed, lcast of all Kossolring; but that is not what is in thesffidavits, Tho
affidavits aro not about accidental killings; they aro stories of deliberate
murder. There again, Gontlemen, it is for you, if you liko to say, “ge do not
belicve these affidavits"; but how you can rdooncilo Gonoral Crasemann's evidence
with tho affidavits I really do not know, ond this is an exnmplo, as I say, of
what I have been pointing out throughout, that it is difficult to explain these
affidavite on the ground that people are boing inoidontally killed because of
military oporations.

- 29 -
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Now, Sir, in this particular case Orasemann detailed to you very minutely
and very clearly exactly wha“ he says no°'cid. The interesting part of this
case is that for once you ha ‘¢ a Gernan officer, Major Strauch, appearing and
giving evidence which is rathor deming in regard to General Crasemann, Whother
you believe Strauch or not is entirely for you. Strauch probably will have to
stand his trial "in connecticr. with what happencd there and what he said, and
like so many people in connection With war crimos onec has to be very cautlous
in receiving what he has %o tay; but at any rate he has given evidenoe on oath
and ho has becn oross-examinud and, without going into his evidence in any great
dotail, you will romembor thzt he sworc to some very clear allegations. He says
that he talked {o Crascmann and that he was told that all persons found in- this
area should be shot, that ali persons in this area had to be shot, He said he
was vory astonished and ropeated, "All persons to be shot?" because there wWere
women and ohildren to his kncwledge in the Mbrshes. He said, "Women and children
oould be there, could not they?" and he soys the answer he”got was quite olearly,
"Yos, they are partisans or hkolpers", and he understood that he was being givan
orders for them to be shots, Now, Gentlemen, he has told you what he says
happened in the Marshos and who was shot, and his acoount differs from Crasemann!s,

Gentlemen, it is for you to say., The prosccuticn are suggesting that here
1s a caBo whore a reprisal was beingtiken involving women and ohildren, that he
was to wipe out everybody in ‘;he Marsirms, not only to get rid of them but to
doter othors; and they suggest that +his could not go on unless the officers
oonoerned had had the backing of the orders of the oommander-in-chief, Field
Marshal Kesselring, though'I ~hink in this particulsr caso Crasemann said that ,
he had not hoard of any such ordors a% this time. Now, Sir, I do not need to
8pend any more time on the Frseochio Marshes case because, ns I say ».Jouhave, g 2
oonsidorable matorial to cons’der and tho incidont is well knowm to you, T

Now one of the other two which I think romain to be considered is Exhibit -
46, Bardini San Terenzo, Now in this caso you hive an affidavit by Baxendale +
and in addition you have ‘the iral cvidenoo of the priest and of the Italian
survivor, Paoliochi. Vjoll, G.ntlemen. it is for,you to say whether the priest
was a oaln and clear witness. Wos he telling you a oconvincing story and does
it satisfy you that an atrociy was being ocarricd out 7 You also have the

. ovidence of Paolicohi and I think this is the case whore you have the terrible ;

photographs,

Now somo point is made hore that even if pooplo were shot, as Paoliochi and
the priest dopose to, at San Terenzo, the prosecution have failed to show that
they wore not tried proporiy for acting agninst the German troops and had been
gonviotod by standing courts cr some courts and that therefore what had happenod
to them was not in any way mu:der but was a proper oxcoution.

The priest also spoko about the incident at Vinos where he said there were
about two hundred people killed. He describes how he saw the doad and it is
for you to say if you accept tis ovidenoos Qould it have ocourred in any
logitimato use of the laws and usages of war ? Vell, Gentlcmen, theore is ‘here
a considorable amount of evidenoe, perhaps more-so0 than in any other incident,
You have goi theso two witnesses who have been oross-oxamined, and in addition
you have the statement and the affidavit Exhibit 73 of Genoral Simon,

Now wo oome to the last inoident and that is Borgo Tioino, which is perhaps
one of the most intcresting and straight forward of all. You will remember that
you had somoc witnosses on this. You had Lieutcnant Commander Krumhaar who is
quite an intoresting personality beocause he was o Judge in a Boerlin ocourt and
thorefore he should lnow what he was talking about, Now you will remember how

. four Germans were woéunded, onc rathor badly in the back with a shot-gun, and you

will remember how some twolve or thirteen Itallans were rounded up and how they
were shot, Krumhaar does not make any difficulties about this; he says: "There
Wwos no trinl - it was not neccusary®, and he got on with the job, In the result
twolve Italisns forfeited their lives beoause of an attack which resulted in the

-m-
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wounding of four Germons., You will rem~mbor “hat he says he rang up the

highor fornation (I think it was at “he request of the mayor) and I think

tho higher fomation was commandad 2y Genoral Tensfeld. But that is a olear

case on tho evidenco of Kru haar of *he shooting of these Italians without

bringing them before a cours, as an rlleged reprisal for this aot committod

up:n t:e tJ}.emnn soldlers whon thoy wcre going or oonming from the village to
[} ge pa ro ® .

Now in addition to Kruahaar thore was tho evidonce of Mario Piocla. He
was one, or so ho says, who was pioked up, though he says he had nothing to
do with this matter at all, when tho thirteen were seleoted. He desoribes
how he foll down when tho shooting vcourred and how he escaped: He lay an
tho square for two hours ani, for what it is worth, he says that not one of
the twolve shot were aotive partisans, T

Now, Gentlemen, there again it is for you to consider that evidenoe and
it is onc of the cases which werc mentioned. by Mussolini, The prosecution
ask you to tront this casc as a tost case in regard to whether bona fide
inquiries were really being made into alleged atrocities by the commander-in-
chicf when they were roportod to him. Now, Gentlemen; 1t is true that Field
Marohal Kesselring met with an accidont and was away from his ocommand at much
of "the material time with which you are concerned, but the complaint in Borgo
Ticlno was on 24th September and it was a very detniled complaint, It seems
to have given the right dat, the right sort of story and the right number or
very nearly the right number of ~icuims rith names » and one would have thought
that 1f a ooomander~in-chi~f was dctermined to stamp this out that at any &t
in this ocase he would have heen pro--led with proper material. wion \
hold of Krumhaar, unless he had 1lied, it would havé been quite olear that the
story which was boing told “horc in its cssentials was true. Nor .. this case
nay have been investigated, probebly was, It appears to have been dealt withiy
the enolosure to the letter sent by Veitinghoff, but the prosecution do say —
at any rate in this case that if thcvy was a complaint in this form it oould
have been dealt with very speedl”y and examinsd Anto without any diffioulty,
Now, Sir, that is Borgo Tiond. : | '

Porhaps I ought to havo said in dealing with the question of the Fuseochit
Marshos that ‘hore was an inquiry ordnred after the shooting, as you will
' remember, and that is a poiit that I +hirk you ought to have in mind because
the defence say that if therc was such an inquiry surely that means that
bighor authority were not t-ying to hush it up but were triing to inveutigate,

Well, now Sir, there is quite a brief review of this quito considerable

numbor of some eighteen inocidents, I think, irvolving allegations of some

one thousand vioctims sprond over a considorable time and over the months which
are sot out in tho oharge~shoet. It is for you and your members to say what
weight you attach to them, all of ihem or any of them; and if you say that
you are impressed bymwne of them, that you cannot conneot them in any way with
Kesselring, well then the "cffect" of which I have spoken will be non-existent.
- On the othor hand if you say: "No, wo aro satisfied that in Substance these
were ooourring in tho way that has been described® » it is for you to say whethe
Jou aro going to draw an inferonce that that could only have gone on with the
benevolence and permission of Kosselring beoause otherwise he would have heard
about it and he would have interfercd ang stopped ii. Whether that is right
or sound is-entirely for yous; It is a purely military question and I know you
will fairly and impartially consider it in due oourse,

- more *
Now, 8ir, thero is not rory muoh/ it secoms to me, %o say now in regard

to the seoond charge, The issue is a very clear one. The prosecution say that
thoy bavo shown you doouments and havo brought you evidenco, from which you
should draw an irresistible inforenco that at any rate in this period with a
view to smashing the partisan movemeni Kosselring was inoiting and ordering

his troopn to aot in a way » under the guise of reprisals, which was in breech
of the laws and usages of war; and the prosecution give you a large number of

- 31 -
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exomples, oomplaints by Mussolini himself, relating to women and ohildrer
who oould not possibly have had anything.“o do with the partisans » and they
ask you to say that they havo made out a sound case.

on the other hand the defence 8ay: You have completsly misread our order,
They were tactical orders, Tf You interprot them in the way they should be
interpreted it is quite Wrong to 8ay that Kosselring ever had this deliberate
intention. They also say that many of theso inoidents are so flimsy and
supported by such a poor type of evidertce that you chould disregard them, -and
in others they have provided explanations that they were either military .
manoeuvres or thot the viotims may have been kill:d after a standing oourt, .
There is a very clear issus for you to deuide, It is for the prosecution’
to prove i¢ and if you are not satisfied, well, Gentlemen, you will aoquit
the acoused on the second charge, . :

Now, Sir, I havo nearly done. This has bobén a long case and before I
oonolude I think I might very well say that Kesselring and those who have
ably oonduoted his defence have waged in this oourt o3 stubborn and determined ¢
battle for the life - it might even by = but certainly the honour of Xosselrin
as ever Kesselring fought in those long dnys when ho was retiring through
Italy, Those are tho tiwilight hours of a great fighting soldier, It is
for you Sir and your members to say by your verdiot in the light of the eviden
whether that twilight is to deepen into the gloom and derkness of a conviotic
or whether you are going to say: "Wo, that #vilight must glve way by an
aoguittal to the dawm of better things for Albert Kesselring, one time Field
Marshal in the German Arry". All that remiins to be sald, Sir, is that I woul:
ask you and your members to irue verdiot hake in ‘accordance with the evidence
you have heard in this ocourt. - ' - ’ TR
THE PRESIDENT: The court will adjourn to consider the verdiot. I will infomm
__tho marshal of the oourt when it will Ve re'qu:l.re"l %o re-assemble. “

(At 1555 hours the oourt is olosad to oonsider the findings)
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CINQUANTOTTESIMO GIORNO

Sabato, 3 Maggio 1947

RICAPITOLAZIONE DEI FATTI

IL GIUDICE: Con gli sviluppi dell'ultima guerra fu evidente in sé& che le

Potenze dell'Asse erano determinate ad allontanarsi dalle leggi e dagli

usi di guerra éuando desiderassero farlo, e percid le Potenze Alleate deci-
sero dopo la guerra che avrebbero 1st1tu1to Tribunali come questo e por-
tato di fronte a loro quei membr1 dell'Eserclto Tedesco che essi considera-
vano avessero condotto la guerra non tenendo conto delle leggi e degli usi

di guerra. Percid avviene che Albert KESSERLING, una volta Feldmaresciallo

dell'Esercito Tedesco e Comandante in Capo delle forze tedesche in Italia,

si trovi nei banchi di questa Corte con le due accuse che ha commesso un

crimine di guerra secondo l'intenzione del mandato reale che ha portato

questa Corte ad esistere.

Leggero le due accuse per le quali egli & chiamato in giudizio. La prima

S

accusa &: aver commesso un crimine di guerra a ROMA, ITALIA, il o all'incir-

ca il 23 Marzo 1944 in violazione delle leggi e usi di guerra a proposito

dell'uccisione per rappresaglia di circa 335 cittadini italiani alle Fosse

Ardeatine. La seconda accusa &: aver commesso_un_ crimine di guerra fra il

Giugno e l'Agosto 1944 in violazione delle leggi e usi di guerra, quando

il Comandante in Capo dell'Armata Sud-Occidentale, incitd e comandd le forze

armate tedesche e le forze di polizia tedesche in Italia sotto il suo coman-

do a uccidere civili italiani per rappresaglia n conseguenza della quale
un numero di civili italiani fu ucciso. 476 P (’\A(_QC('*HI\I

Devo soltanto ricordare alla Corte di questo Tribunale che & dovere del-
1'accusa convincervi della colpevolezza dell'accusato e che non c'é& possibi-
litd per lui di provare la sua innocenza; e se dopo aver considerato gli in-
teri fatti, voi avrete aﬂcora un ragionevole dubbio della sua colgevolezza,
é allora vostro dovere di riconoscerlo non colpevole. Devo anche ricordare

appena che dovrete considerare ciascuna imputazione per se stessa e che se

000030



volete potete assolverlo di entrambe o potete condannarlo per entrambe o,
se pensate che sia giusto, potete condannarlo per una ed assolverlo per

l1'altra.

! .
/’ ;> | (Saltiamo la traduzione che si riferisce all'attentato di Via RASELLA)

N

Voglio adesso fare alcuni rilievi circa i casi individuali che 1l'accusa
ha posto di fronte a voi. Non dird molto circa ciascuno di loro, ma mi

piacerebbe dire alcune cose in'generale rispetto a queste dichiarazioni

. giurate e deposizioni. Non potete esaminare in modo incrociato una dichia-
razione giurata e non potete considerare il comportamento di un testimone

se non ve n'd uno da considerare; e percid una dichiarazione giurata non

& una realmente soddisfacente forma di prova 4i nessuna cosa. Ora, queste

—

particolari dichiarazioni giurate, sono il lavoro del N.C.O. inglese, e

sono sicuro che voi vorrete prestar fede per il fatto che essi fecero il
loro meglio e che essi lo fecero onestamente avendo compilato un insieme -

una specie di mosaico - da un numero di dichiarazioni rese da persone ita-

liane che deponevano. Queste dichiarazioni vi sono messe di fronte come

alcune prove che rappresaglie della pili crudele natura e che l'accusa sugge-

risce non fossero giustificate dalla Legge Internazionale, ebbero luogo do-

. vunque nel Paese, e per le-quali KESSERLING fu responsabile essendo il Co-

mandante in Capo riguardo alla lotta contro i Partigiani.

Ora Signori, sono sicuro che voi andrete a scoprire che ci sono molte

inesattezze in esso e molte esagerazioni; ma voi avete intuito, dal mio

aprmm—

punto di vista, di mettere nel conto il numero di queste. Pud essere che

ci siano esagerazioni, che ci sia una testimonianza erronea, una dichiara-

zione erronea; ma dovrete chiedervi: - & possibile che vi sia un tale gran

numero di errori che coinvolge cosi tanti incidenti diversi e che coinvolge

lo stesso tipo di incidente, che non ci sia nessuna veritd in ciascuno di

.- questi?-Sono essi completamente inutili perché non si pud dedurre quel che

é vegg-e_ggel che non & vero? Adesso, questo & il dovere che voi dovrete

considerare quando entrerete in Camera di Consiglio.
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Un'altra cosa che voglio sottolineare e che & perfettametne ovvia, & che

gli allegati nella maggior parte di queste dichiarazioni sono in nessun mo-

Q) y
do conformi alle operazioni militari e all'uccisione accidentale di conta- -

dini delle loro mogli, dei loro bambini. Non & possibile dal mio punto di

st !

vista, Signori, dire che questi possono essere conciliati con una operazio-

ne militare perfettametne legittima da parte dei tedeschi e che queste per-
”~

sone venissero uccise come risultato di questa, non deliberatamente ma in-

cidentalmente in tale operazione militare. Ho sottolineato durante il cor-
so del processo, che non ci sono dichiarazioni di questo tipo; ci sono mol-

te volte retate che portavano alla morte:- e alle uccisioni in massa.

Ebbene Signori, in un modo © in un altro; mi sembra che tutto quello che

possiate dire & questo: "Non po§§iamo conciliare il fatto che essi morirono

= e e o ve 3 ot

in una normale operazione militare come & nelle dichiarazioni". Percid
Phustiialiblinttgapuiefiivd et isetntn gy

mi sembra che voi dobbiate sia dire che l'accusa e la difesa stanno parlan-
do di cose differenti e poi dovete decidere se accettare o no che queste
uccisioni in allegato che l'accusa sta mostrando sono illegali e che quelli

che sono esposti in questi documenti ebbero mai luogo.

Adesso Signori lasciatemi brevemente trattarli..

(Si passa a Pag. 5 dove si tratta di FUCECCHIO)

Ora, Signori, arriviamo a un caso molto familiare, il caso che comincia

con la testimonianza Numero 43, EDMONDSON, che tratta di quello che chiamia-

e

mo Padule di FUCECCHIO. Ebbene Signori, qui ancora - e questo & un impressio-
nante esempio di quello che stavo sottolineando verso di voi - qui ancora

voi avete il Generale CRASEMANN, il Comandante militare., venire sul banco

degli accusati e descrivere esattametne 'le manovre militari che egli ordi-

nd e che egli supervisiond in relazione alla presenza di Partigiani nel

-

—
Padule. Ebbene Signori, non & ovvio che qualsiasi cosa che il Generale
Pr————

CRASEMANN dice forse sembra su un punto, ma non c'é alcuna risposta alle

dichiarazioni che- sono gggtenute nelle de!osizionigN.f‘ di DINA BARTOLINI
o - o b4

Non & abitudine parlare ddﬂgﬁtomobili dalle quali

. BARONGA  POGAI- BANCHIRR
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si apriva il fuoco e dell'uccisione di donne e bambini che sfortunatamente

si trovavano sul percorso e dire il perché queste donne e bambini furono

-

uccisi. Voi potete accettare, se vi piace, che questo & puramente acciden---

tale e sfortunato e che nessuno possa essere biasimato, meno di tutti

- -

KESSERLING; ma questo non & quello che c¢'é nelle dichiarazioni. Le dichia-

razioni non parlano di uccisioni accidentali; esse sono storie di assassinii

se volete dirlo
deliberati. Ancora una volta, Signori, sta a voi, se—vg-pgaee-gipe, "Non
——————

crediamo a queste dichiarazioni.giurate'"; ma come potete conciliare la tes-

timonianza del Generale CRASEﬁNN con le dichiarazioni giurate, io veramente

non lo so, e questo & un esempio, come dico, di cid che h6 cercato di sot-
tolineare fino ad ora, cioé che & difficle spiegare queste dichiarazioni
giurate con il motivo che la gente sarebbe stata incidentalmente uccisa in

operazioni militari.

Ora, Signori, in questo particolare caso CRASEMANN vi riporta in detta-

- — —

glio molto accuratamente, molto chlaramente e con esattezza quello che dice

d1 aver fatto. La parte 1nteressante d1 questo caso & che voi avete per

una_ volta un ufficiale tedesco, il Maggiore STRAUCH, che appare e rende una

testlmonlanza che porta piuttosto alla condanna del Generale CRASEMANN.

—r————— e S

Sta a voi credere a2 STRAUCH o no. STRAUCH probabilmente avra da sostenere

il suo processo in relazione a cid che 14 era successo e con quanto egli ha

detto, e come molte persone implicate in crimini di guerra si deve essere

molto cauti nel ricevere cid che egli ha da dire; ma in ogni caso egli ha

reso testimonianza sotto giuramento ed & stato esaminato in modo incrociato,

senza andare in gran dettaglio nella sua testimonianza, vi ricorderete che
egli ha giurato su alcune dichiarazioni molto chiare. Egli dice che parld
e

a CRASEMANN e che gli fu detto che tutte le persone trovate in quest'area

dovg§§ero essere uccise, che tutte le persone di questa area dovevano esse-

re uccise. Egli ha detto che fu molto meravigliato e ripeteva, "tutte le

persone devond essere uccise?" perché era sua conoscenza che nel Padule vi
erano.donne .e bambini. Egli disse: "Donne e bambini potrebbero essere 13,

non & vero?" ed egli ancora ha detto che la risposta che ricevette fu molto

. chigra, "Si, essi sono partigiani o loro aiuti", ed egli comprese che gli

REE
b
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si stavano dando ordini affinché tutti fossero uccisi. Adesso, Signori, egli

vi ha detto cid che lui ritiene accadde nel Padule e chi fu ucciso, e il suo

Pr——

racconto differisce da quello di CRASEMANN. .-
] Laccvsa,

Signori, sta a voi esprimere un'opinione. - suggerisce che

qui si tratta di un caso in cui fu fatta una rappresaglia coinvolgente don-

ne e bambini, che egli intendeva spgg;gn_yigngqa}§ia$; persona dal Padule,

e non soltanto sbarazzarsi di loro ma anche di scoraggiare gli altri; e sug-

g——

gerisce che cid non poteva essere avvenuto a meno che gli ufficiali coin-

1
volti non fossero stati spalleggiati da?zrdini del Comandante in Capo Feld-

—

maresciallo KESSERLING, sebbene ritengo che in questo caso particolare

KRASEMANN abbia detto di non aver avuto notizia di alcuno di tali ordini in
questo periodo. Ora, Signori, io non ho bisogno di spendere altro tempo
sul fatto del Padule di FUCECCHIO perché, come ho detto, voi avete materiale

considerevole per giudicare e l'incidente vi & ben conosciuto.

(Pag. 7)

Forse io dovrei aver detto a propoéito della questione del Padule di

FUCECCHIO che ci fu un'inchiesta ordinata dopo le uccisioni, come voi do-

vreste ricordare, e che & un punto che ritengo dovreste avere in mente per-
ché la difesa’ dice che se tale inchiesta vi fu, sicuramente cid significa
che la pilt alta autorita non stava cercando di fare silenzio su questo, ma

che si cercava di investigare.

Ebbene, adesso Signori, vi & al completo un breve sguardo retrospettivo
su questo considerevole numero di circa 18 incidenti, credo, che coinvolgo-

no le deposizioni di circa 100 vittime _sparse in un considerevole lasso di

tempo e attraverso i mesi che sono serviti per le pagine dell'accusa. Sta
—

a voi, a voi membri, di dichiarare quale peso conferite loro, a tutti loro

o a'nessuno di essi; e se voi dite che non siete impressionati da alcuno di

questi, allora non potete connetterli in nessun modo con KESSERLING, ed al-

lora dopo "l'effetto" del quale ho parlato non sarebbe esistente. D'altra

pétte se voi dite: "No, ci basta che in sostanza queste cose siano accadute

©aT T 000034



questa Corte tenacemente e determinati verso una battaglia per la vita
"che pud essere perfino secondaria" ma certamente per l'onore di KESSERLING _
su come KESSERLING abbia combattuto in quei lunghi giorni quando lui si sta-

_ o
va ritirando attraverso 1'ITALIA. Queste.sono le ore di penombra di un gran-

de soldato combattente. Sta a voi, Signore, e a voi membri, dire attraverso.

IL

S

il vostro verdetto alla luce delle prove se.questa penombra debba precipita-

-

re nelle tenebre enell'oscuritd di una condanna o_se_voi vorrete dire:

-

"No questa penombra deve essere la via, attraverso un'assoluzione, per il

sorgere di cose migliori per Albert KESSERLING, una tempo Feldmaresciallo

mi
dell'esercito tedg§gp". Tutto cid che rimane da dire, Signore, e che vorrei

chiederle e chiedere ai suoi membri il reale verdetto preso in accordo con

le testimonianze che avete udito in questa Corte.

PRESIDENTE: La Corte si aggiornerad per considerare il verdetto. Informero

il Maresciallo di Corte quando sara possibile riunirci nuovamente.

(Alle 15,55 la Corte si ritira per considerare i risultati).
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" re se gli. ord1n1 1mnart1t1 -da K cost1tu1vano un 1ncJtame

tratto'dal dispositivo della sentenza della Corte
mﬂlltare britannica ednprocesso per cr1m1n1 d1 guerra
svoltsoi a Veneézia dal I7/2 al 6/5/I947,contro A.Kes=
serling. Qma udlenza.

s

Alle ore 9, 30 la Corte 51 ‘riunisce. L accusato. é fatto en

_+aare Il.pre51dénte rlcorda che 11 verdetto dovré decigde=

':to a ucc1dere o se furono ‘mal formulat1 e negllgentenente_
'_redatti o se furono esegu1ti ber eccesso e- non punltl i

.responsabxlz-e se tutti o alcun1 de1 casi d1 1ndlscr1m1—

nata uccisione di italiani (1087 4i: cui 186 rxel. padule di

. Fucecchio) da parte di soldatl tedeschi fu diretta conse=
. ———— b}

guenza di tali ordlni. L. . -~

0m1531s..La corte ene lei Albexrt Kesserling colpevcle

del primo capo di accusa (str+ge delle Fosse Ardeatine).

La corte ritiene lei Albert Kesserling golpgvgle del se=

conao_capo_di accusa (altri eccidi fra cui il padule di 79

Omissis....la sentenza che la corte ha emenato nei suoi

riguardi{Albert Kesserling,é che lei sia condannato a moris

per fucilazione. -~
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", 126 losal Pastor Rev. T 0 G N ARELLI DON GIULIO

) To 4 avel on.the following route_____(Blank)

[ sonnzation with hig duties to brev 1 and walk in the viginity of hi;

c) For the foll dug Teasons Pator of the Ponte Q_ug, Cozmzrunitv -
Bfeycle will not be confiscated. ;

L a0 durin curfew houra wod to travel
FD‘TL‘E auC«GIx’!"SV ‘(PrOY. PI OTA), 21 July 194.1,.
(Ste mpad wlth Official aaal)

/ s/ ‘ﬁlurko‘ns)d. , Vaster Serzea@

1 6 Muguot 1944 C .
/s/ Turkousid, tlaster Sargeen

ad tesil 14 J.uguot 1944« )
’ /s/ Turkeusid, Itn. W

uﬂ 31 fugust 19440

/8/ Turkomakl, Lin,
{,11 cxbonzican stampod by the official ‘senl of the Loeal sulitury Police Hof
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>y telong lo another parich,

or Boot

& ' How many peorle did you hear hed been killed on th
in ths vicinity of the marshes? : -

_on ' knor exactly, but they totzled stout 600 or 700,

How many of ‘the smadl towns will have filsd their recerds in the tgm
of ionsuawisno? . : : :

e 211 the information in Monsumneno.

veu written any official report of this dncident?

you written any notes which you havs filed with the town officia
J Ty 7 4

to contain eny information in zdédition A
! bave already given us?

.

e in ccnncetion with this atrocity that vou weuld

Hel

{The witneas 7as oxcused)
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Testinon g of: P;u‘nnti “iledc, Frats ﬂ‘ande, Ital/.
Tsken ut;  Ponte Bugglanese, It olJ..

2 OCfObBI‘ lc'/r.ln v
i 4 IS, I-‘OM‘H JﬁGD Comissioner,
Najor_MILT'Y n. '“YIER IGD Wlitary Counsel.,
) : S5 N, EOUW‘“ AGD, Defense Counuel,
Technician fourth‘grada térien L, Stehouwezj, Hq.‘ & Hqe Couy’ i
w.ts .sWorn as rcporter oo H

Private first cla.as Rotert G. Pagaiy 11, Hg. & Hge Coi,. Fifth Ar':r_,',. was,
F9NID 48 interpretar, » e . o -

\Tho witness wes sworn)

Questions by HMajor Fexler:

3 State your nawe, your age and '/rh.ere'you iive.
Parenti Fileds, 66 years old, Prata Grlu.mle', italyv.
On August 23rd, 1944 did you see Germang in the viel
Yes, . IRt R '-"'"-‘-""". .

'Did you hesr
21st?

51z or seven doys befora I not*r-ed three Partisans p«ssina ty, and alter ©
while I 1‘6 ard shootingz. o

- Did you hear shooting for the thres or four dsys bofore ths dzte of e
ezecubions in Frate Grend:? .

tlo.
vihen Qid yeu first o zhioting on August, 23047

Tutveen four sud {ivs ofeleclt In the moming..

A e b
Tue net in

PAHET




i._Did you go out
__August 23rd?

'Iea, about six o'olock in thé .m
and- fixed up the: corn and wheat avd: tningb m‘d
.near any Bhooting near. n(f,r hcusa. o

A Sevon 0'010('}. in tns morning.

-

'

Q Vlera there anJ women and c?-ildren amo this 3roup of ei hteon in' tha'
- fackory? : . :

A Tlu;ée V{o(rﬁn; two bq:ys t.ind‘..oﬁeligl‘rl.' ‘
Q Then tho other fwelve bodies v..'ere.v’chlcse of men'in t.ha_' i‘actory?

b Tes, adl wes. |
Q of: t'w twalvo m-\n u]ho ] bodies /ou 88w how' Dy vdid you lm‘c;: PE'1.'50Y_"_!113;.,"'E4 v

N -
A Only f‘our men,
.@ Of the Yeur men thaet you lmew, were any of them agtive Partisens? -

A To.

3 Desldes the cighhan bodios which you have already testified to, “did JOU
poe any other LOdiGJ zither ‘mam 'i or doad?




Of the
“witness

15 tzke
. I@ tooi place
.Qﬁfzzpluin whnt, Yo L o

seven o'clenk i the mornirg. £ captuin with an interpreter
g German unifgrms usked « “reud Lo Falude, T didntt give
nim the correct answer urd 2e [ Lme avay. Four ven living 1o the
' ; .25 to which was ths best round
r bt E i
“the cuptain orderss ! ] mething, and T gaw the three men
dveaw plstols and th wzisrs frow where I wae thoy.killed the four man
by shooting them. o ' '

captain neve his Lrod rnenrr him?

osa by.

. Q How many German soldicrs were there?

& Abwt twenly German soldiers wsre standing in bucl of the captain, -
y Did these German soldiers open [ire on the four Ttallan civilians vho were
near you? . : .
A Yes,

2

ot on crder of the ceptain

d the Itallers do or suy amytning to csuse the Germun officer to give
the comand to fire?

A Thoy did mothirg ut all,’
‘G How for wers the fewr Thalinn civilians standivg from you abt the time thoy

wora. shot snd killed
¥

L Thirty wetors or livs,

v

J
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Q

A

q

Q
A

Q

A

.Thanhd rszed the civilians the nanas, 13 tbnt rlght?

‘. ('..' B N " B
n't ‘shaot jou at 1nat ti
SIS K

!

l

4 v

Twonfy -0ri9, fortv, fort/-five|and siw j—six.‘ .‘

Were a;thor of hhese fuur Italin civ111ans ongaged in the finhtlnp Whlch
¢ had gonn on Fntwoen the Darti ans und the GermJns during 1@ previouq gays°

¥o. The German captain he d o izt of nevés in hiq possesslon,

. noticad that two of the ramos zppenring on his llat wérm'the names of two

of the four Ttallan ciy il‘ans‘vho ware e/ecvted

A, Yo, i

I

Then hov did he knowgho Lhey wers?
i

" Maybe. they soked their nnn‘qr;.’

t
What happenad to “you ther? -
: . .

After'£hb Pour Italians ware, 11led, I was told tb;go_iqto the swamp thers

“and I vas in water up to Ay vaist, I expectad that I would be shot at

Q

tHat time and T ac ad to suy scme bhing,

Whet happened then?

Ll N . . .
A" The Interyreter gave r2 perslssion to talk, end I told them I had t¥o0 sons

wio vere prisoncrs in Cereeny, and thrﬂugn tho interpreter I also stated
thatmif I was killed efter what had happened in Pruta Grande thet dav
i% wonld bring dishonor to the German captain, The interpretor then
tallkad with tnc German tantain who ordered the GCrmdn soldiers to return

© Lhedr pis




Can yeu rlnase sxpl ¥ re not exv-uted
“ore an obvious witnuos uo,t“e dYGCUt]on of four othur Iv 1Lur that

S sume Torﬂlﬂg? '
}

I t‘inal]y 21d e(pluln +hr JUK«h the 1"tur1‘retur, the Le 3t roud for the.
German captain to tra 2o that I would not- pe, they gave mo
e Lox of amminitlon to '*v""r‘ I alsc shoved .the ue-rmun\mpmnn the -
wuy Lo go on hic mep. &ftdr I she ‘the . Gern—un the rond ord

a waya, I decided to rzturn wnd d f‘or a writfen pass to. get ,'tv

I got this pass. - | | .

: - ) . b,
Do you have the jacs with viou?

. | . : .
Ky .. - ! N
It was signed by a lisutenant by the captain's order,

{Major Tex ne prsy will b celved in evidonce and mark:d
hinit ' ' .

Have you heerd of the daeth by execvtion pt the hands of the Germens
of any other nerzons in the!Frata Grerde arsa on dugust 23rd 194 )
exclusive of the 18 persons:shom you have alrsedy testified sbeut?

. i . ‘ i .
"I hoard thut 5 kiloneters fhcm Prr a" Grande they killed about sevenly
and 1500 yurds frem nousd they z1lled my consin urd iwo other
pnoole. i ) '

I

"’hat iy the name of 4he +om h‘mrc 70 people were kil1edr

Cint N .

) . ]

How far 1s Cintelese frem Prate Gramie?
~— |

Viine kilowsteyrs,

) .

Do you knew of tao e ion of wny - persons In towns near to

Frute Grande? : . ' .,

o,

fhat company or other nnit vas the captaln a merbor of?

23 "

‘They were khokd unifor:

Gid - teey rane hlch Looi..

The coptaln rrd Jlcuianagh o ts ard the ¢ iers had showc,
B A




. PR
e

'-‘Q _When they travsled gvay [ro

, ?

NN

m Prate
cycles or on foot? ' L
}

Grando, did thg
A Everybody. waikad. - A
1d they ﬁe'tuf pants with éx%ra’ large pocketad

Lo T X . I . .o SR e

Oy weur steel helamets or cloth hats? | -

eel helmets, v
I show ybu an 1in ia and 'fcu 1f you Bave éver seeh thiy before ahy-
where Iin'the vicieity of Pratg Grarde” during August, or in the possession
“of any of thesa 8cldiors ar.di officers you nuve testified ubout? - S
ré Jid they have o paraciute in

A 'I‘Io."._‘

B

Qéestions by Captain Bourks:
Q@ You saw eighieen people in tis factory 7,

‘A I only sav thres on the cutside of the Tactory as I n't have tho
- coursge to go ineide the Tactory . ) '

Hoi many bodins did you Fersanzlly seo rigit eronnd yenr houge end tho
foctory? : ' o
"Fou;‘ I eaw killed and the thrzs wtside ihe factory,

i

cyéstions Ey--alljor Yoxler:
.Do I \mdérstar‘d then that you 1‘3&'.'1 01;3;1 seveh bodins pereonally?
, ; . .
;Yes. : .
Then how did you arrive st bne Atesn befora?

Vhon I raturned from Cintole .1 spoke with my wife urd she told me that
there were eighteen deed in eil, : .

A N
pestions by Hajor Beoth: '
“Didﬁlyml”son‘tmy of the bedies buriedy

Tes,

PAAEITY




S e i e

Q How r.xsm/ bocdies uld you sge buried"

“AL ..i,_hl.een. i

.Q Bid yeu see 'awf uOdiUS u.n‘iht. in gy of the other towns aro'xmc there?
-No. ) :

Q _bid Yyou gee ey, .bouieq in any. of the ovher :illad;n o‘t!}er than Prata
_Grande? .

. A Yo,

tQ D*d you heqr of a.r,,r Dnopla being killed in the vicinity of Larcismo?

A YOS, .arl.iano 13 part of Cintolese, The rO I montioned before 'ce.lcn ad
to ‘this area,

- < T "
“(The witness wag excusad )




ification ig: peraitted to eross.

e today, bscause he led'the erm

L
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Q Amcng the ae;d people tha jou saﬂ, vhich /ou have tentifiua thi
thirty including a cnllc, do you krom nhether or ncf “any of- Lne.)
active Fartigans? Ty oo ,

Of the’ desd thers wére 27 of uy parish and I inow they ware'hot’Parti

3 or grenides on thelr person?

[ S -

“Q Do you Vnow tbe name of tre German nonnnmnissioned of fica hom "ru sp

@ a paper 1gnod Fy him, bu+ I c«n't rp;d Gelvgn and I don't know'f

- the rame. . . | S ST
fvﬁhp ¢ is'this document no
-,I have it here.

L m Iq thiu sig d by the uerman noncoinrissioned of ficer of ﬂhom‘you'ésked
permission to go to Frata arsnde‘ Co :

" He ga‘e it to me, but it wés alreu‘ sigxﬁd.‘
. ’ .1
" Then the one 'Ho gave you }niu plece of pape” is the,
in Fonte Buggluness the date of the uAec“tiOn?
Tea, ‘ e
S ' .
if you a‘un’t hear the shoét ng in Prat Grande =hile you were in Font
-Buggianese, why did you want to, (O thers that morn1ng? N

The. people in ‘the church iﬁ Tonto Enbyianenu told me What had been goirg

on in Prata’ ”'andc.

A;

.Dld you then tell the Jerm noncommiscioned offdeer wh ou had hesrd

about the utrocltizs din PTJti U”dﬂde that - dey?

Yay, %he Oerman ne WPONEjJJiuhﬁd officer stated tbere'kas a by fight

Zoing omn. ‘ )

{Kejor Vexlor: 7o will recolve th permlgsion to circulate ipgued by

the Germwsan ccmmander in Ponte Bu nege, dated fugudt 6, 1944 and

. mark \ ’
Questionz by Captain Bourke:
G ull you knes iz thet 30 peo?lo vers kille in Prats Grorde?

A You, I also kten of Xillingw in Stabla.
t |

TOGEARE LT




is it from Fonts
Abaut ilhree or four ¥ilomelers,:
L ! 7 S T
‘arrived in krate Srarde at tvo o'clock in the a

. Tea, gbbut_t
ere there uny people in T ie thut we ve when you errived? :

Yes,

Did they telld you they hadiremcvesi a f.wha'haa elready died thet mornirgt.

Mo, . o t

' Did they tell you thet Geréunjlhad_don; the ¥illing?
Yes, | A :
Did 'you ask uny of tnese
tio, I didn't. ask

do Yo

Prate Grénde?

Becouse I bolieve they kilikd soms Germans or wounded

A becuuss they helpod 1he[F3rt;sarm,
Did you help bury any of thp desd?

I Jjust indicatad the lccati%n for the burial hut I didnft helyp,
k] .

e tho dead killed by mncbine gun bullets or by buyonet ar vere
killed by granades?

Only by machine guns,

'
|
) [

Do you knov mest of the puoble wito were dgad?

I knev everyone cucept the

' TOGBARFLLI




A

9

Did you 3 Germ*n soldi

No. "™

Lid yeu zee ‘any daaa-people‘%n Preia,&rande?
i ; v g

' I saw thirty {n thast szectien/
S ) , . o
_Were the dead inside buildings or in the fleld?

Insidé:ahd cutsi

| . ,
; .
Dld you go into ETHTY novse %n the section?”
o . - i )
VeJ. S ) i
the thirtj whom you sow du'v how meny were women?
1vhav¢ the list, but 1 don’tlrememher.

i
ereary childrend

'

o

'
!
i
st L}%t you “san?

The ycungest was only ten "erQ'old and I telieve there weare only two
'uh*ldren in the group of ¢ ﬁ.

| B
“hen you swu these degd, wa Fhooting stil) golng on?

ld were the youn

Yes, it was irtermittent,

't you asked permission of, aprear lo be in

- i ) ‘
ssicred cfflcer and it geemy that he was in charge.-
He sald he +:3 in charge, i °
|
Thy d1id you ensver that o ‘cn't sAo any Gbrmnn soldlers 1f you spoke 71th
n German noncomm;ns;nnvd o‘Pmusrt

I mean in Prata Grande--not in Ponte Pugglunese,

. ‘
Then you sew this noncommissionsd of ficer In Ponte Buggiansse?
| !
Ty,
:
Then ycu were in Fonte Puzzitnese vhen the shooting began in frete Grande?

beceuse 1t sterted :-~‘J in the merning.

?Oﬁih\ﬁ;faé | /[; *1931{




Iramounts Lo sbhout.,
Ingide this clguw
suy +irh ipﬁidc thé fuctory?
? the ten refugses

n you heurc

' ithe
shots?

or single

your

Fecple tole me-te o ,

the Gernynhs "to glve,
h him he g ssion to go,
“lorg aid it Ltake you : ; you firat
the sctual secone of t ;

zldez
lecal
long did you neur the dhook

i

Abcut fifte.n minutes,

ko wus doing the shonbin:?

1 believe they vere Goregns.

TCORAREL: T



u arelldi, Giuli
Italy.‘ . _

Ponte Euggianaee;: Iiély;‘
2 October 1944,

&mﬁMuWNW{MﬂCmM&mm
j MIITON R.~ FXIER, 1GD, ¥ilitary Counse E
Captain CHiRIES .| me AGD Defnn se Cquns,al.v

) Technic;;an fourth xrrade Auriaxg L, 3 £ ehouwer,". °645454A, Hq.
ifth frmj, J. A. ..ection, was svom as’ reporter
‘ﬁrivute fir.,t, clasq Robert G. Pas:.igli 2881341; f'q. é Hq !‘o.

v G-2 oec’cion, was sworn as, nterpreter. : e
Ve

aE
GEE) sioTn ]
' estions by ¥ajor Wes ler. !'

state _your full mmo, yeur resideu:a and you age., ¥

To,gnarelli Guilio, 60 vears_ old, Farish of Ponto Buggilanege; Ponte
BllggiJnese, ItJ_,r. : . . .

ﬂmt is your pari clh? _ T

Ponta Bubgianece. ‘ j

On aug-ust 23rd vere .rou 1'1 tl-o swamp; aren at Frata Grs.rid.e?

Yes, Also on the 6th of July tpay killed four reoplo in.the vieinity
of Prate Grarde, R ' i )
W'ére Germen troops in the s:mmpieren on the 23rd of Augusty

|

Did vcu see them? A l

Yes,

I hesard the shooting but I didn ’;t 360 any Germang bocauso thay were
the  swemp, } ) . s
How lortg had these G eThuns “srn :m the vieinity of the SUamp?
Abort ¢ month and a half, !
L

Did you hear sheoting on Avsust ¥ 2xd7

TCGRARELLY




Dear E.ri..h x(urttGaertner sends you hia best regards. He is.at- present

i

'ith th comuls_ry l bor nervice. He' is at present employed. Ha likes 1t
at the compulsary labot service.

Dear -*ich I want to ask you for a favor.. Cou.ldn't _you get me a pistol

or ma when you visit {the 1ine3 again? See what you can do. I would be'v

.Good luck old boy.




“a ; : : POstmarked: .
R : Bad Prefenwalde (Oder)
July let 44 11 A.H.

‘Lisutenant Zrich fagner

l i ) . . . A _'“. .. s ’
AP0 06741 & ./ : . N

_ENVELOPE:  (Rear)

Pfc . Kuehn Hospital 107 Ward II
Bad Freienwalds (Oder)

?




Subjoetz ~ Invo ugation of War cm

ST L

Lt' Colonel, ‘Ao Go
Asst. Adjutant Gmoral
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you, ot ?,hrs' tlig of the hyotir ) 0 33

ST

1 vea e duiof‘ of them,!
JHad Lho 5 bean ery shoabing htxtwaen the Purt'l.szme ;n'd i.he mem*w in
"ou!*o rm:'giar\- 39 Lrsvicus t: Alqu.t. 23ra?

[N

. ;:Ajt.in-

l‘%n, 20n ovl e el

Whia did Ry v

Jo IR LT
won Mne 2?2




m‘;p:s{??“. >
SRt

it

s
O

o

4
LA
Fiiadt

geal ) : dod womda and ehiliren?

ahosen For the mapsacrs you tell us wheb

SR Ly e g

Shy swonp ot tbs LR of le WARiing?

TrarD, Loy ware apiowtod 4o isdr hooas
did wo find Yasilsans,




[ER
t N
..'44‘6:3
St R L
"'Do you-hwve a st 4r the dead?
'»Yes.‘_ e

- Does Ai‘t shﬁw :b}.io

_(Witnoos i:cinpliés, end hends st of dead to Kajor Texler)

} .

Q hero did you cbtein the pawe wnd .piécaq of burigl oppouring on this

Yat? . 1

t ' . B

From the priest and'relatives of the dudd peopls.

Does this 1ist i'nélllda all ‘hhose'ij:ho wore known to have beon killed on.
Chugust 23ré in the 'swu:;xp area? <. . ’

This 1list is onl; ol thosa who are deaeased erd who formerly resided ix‘;

Mugceshio. '

. ‘

w pany veopls in £1l, Including all tho villmges, word

2.2

RKapde

Bou mamy de yom hawe on yodv 14:

w15 4oun T bolisv wag cdulnietrifisd By Ly

aluo Foocotba,

ST ahith o gay bova §uib

5 olsg b recordsd in tra

240 0 tho pasoed id




Pcrhﬂpa +hc I
. know,

i you kr xc;y:
1 don't, ‘
ever hear of
et sote Lerman gers L was 19ca ed arou 1 the town.

1
ever hear of & Germeh Division with the name "Lu/Kun"?
) v : R e

[

Tou have

: shewn me an | : ask you if vou haxe evar c£een. that
Y. at. eny other

vluce? {c ; E 4*1achea ) Vr*gind- gopy. of invesf;

it on ths

n

Wlerring now to
cn- this eign, )

'I‘copied the zign exactly and I heve the informétibﬂ'at'home;

3 Will be given. un opportunify bnfora tqe Ao
is information) © ; -
1) you pleaze prepsre for us certified true copies of the list of dnad
rom Ponte Bugglunese es well as certified true coples of the ori,fina1 .
statements which you heve freh witresses?

Lh . will,

G Have you ncw obtuined 4 7 papers to rofrpch your merery as to
what wes written on ’

A- I heve,
@ ¥Will you ple mwactlywhal appeared on the szrn in "ron of tha
houge in the village of Fonﬁe: uggianese? .

4 "Cra/2 -

i
|
i

BENTOFITI







