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IXFTfl
A. p. 0. #Wk, V* S. Aragr

SPECIAL OBPEBS )

NO. 223 ) E X T R A C T

10 August 19kk .

L. In accordance with the proyisiono of Gir 011, Hq WATOUSA, cs, thè
following naaod-Off are designated for the positions set opposite their
.for thd investigation of such war crinos as may bo raferrad to the commissioners \

MJUIH S. BOOTH, 0250507, JAGD (Commi solo nor)
ifiLTOH R. T7SXLER, .OÙ976ÌÌ, Itffl (Military Counsel)

HAJ CARI. It. CtnmtFF» oHli7827, AOD (Dofense Counsel)

By comoand of Lieutenant (tonerai CIARSt

OFFICIAL!

/s/ IS« P. Granta» F. tmm
Colonel, A. G. D«
Adjutont.Qanoral

. A . M.. GRUEHTHER,
Major General, 0. S. C.',

Chief of Staff.

EXHIBIT "A" , SECRET
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HEADWAfiTBRS FIFTH Affltt
A, P. 0. #k&, U. S. Army

. 19 September
SPECIAL OUDEHS )

. s
W. 263 ) E X T R A C T

1. CAPT CHARLES «* BOUKKE, Oi|2U?86, AUD, Hq Fifth Army, is detailed as
Defense Counsel of' the Board of Officers aptd by Par 1, SO 223, this Hq, cs,
vioe MAJ CARL H. CUNDIFF, 0̂ 7827, AGO, reld.

command of Lieutenant General U

. A. M. GRUENTHER, .
Major General, 0. S. C.,

Chief of Staff.

OFFICIALI •• .

A/M. F. Grant,
il. F. aiAKT,

Colonel, A. 0. 0»,
Adjutant *Uen«ral«

000008
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMI
A. P. O. 11|6U, U. S,.Army

• 12 November

SPECIAL OHDERS )

NO. 317 ) E X T R A C T

• • ) ' * . ' * * * *

5. MAJ CHARLES V. CUBES, 0379621, IQD, Hq MTOUSA, on tenp dy with Hq
Fifth Army, is detailed as Military Counsel of the Board of Officers aptd ,
lay Par 1, SO 223, this Hq, cs, vice MAJ MILTON R. ftSXLER, 010976U, IQD, reld.

* . # '* * * ' *

By command of Lieutenant General CLARK*

( A. II. GRUENTHER,
Major Cenerei, O..S. C.,

-" Chief of Staff,
•

OFFICIALI • • . .

/B/ M. F. Grant
M. F. GRANT,

Colonel, A. 0. 0.,
Adjutant General.

EXHIBIT "C" SECRET

000009



Testimony oft OLove.mil Battista Abetini, Certosa di Parasta, Commune of
Luoea, ÌUly. - .

Tefcsn ati Certosa di Faraelfr, Gomsnae of Lueoa, Italy.

Pate» . 2k May 1?U$.
Presenti Lieutenant Colonel EDWIN S. BOOTH, JAQD, Cowsdssioner. ,

Technician Fourth Onde Albert L. Moore, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, fifth Amor, was sworn as reporter.

Private First Ulass gobert 0. Passigli, Ueadquartew and Headquarters
Company Fifth Army was sworn as Interpreter.

(The witness was sworn)

Questions by the Gemmlsaloneri

Q State you* name, your age, and your residence?
A Giovanni Battista Abetini, 36 years, Certosa di Parasta, Commune of

Losca, Italy.

Q Ave you a member of the religious order occupying Certosa di Faroeta?
A ?es. .

Q What is the name of this religious order?
A Certosini.

Q Were .yon present in the monastery during the month of' September 1°W»?
A Tee. . . ' .' . . .

Q During the month of September 19lib, ho» many members of your order were
residing in the aonastety?

A About thirty-five. -

Q During that month were there any others of your order remaining here?
A So. -

4 Here there any civilians living in the monastery during the first pert
of September l°bb?

A lee.

<4 About how many?
'A About one hundred.

Q On or about the 2nd of September 19UU, did some German soldiers come to •
the monastery?

A fee.

ABETINI
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Q I have before me a written report which. I now show you and ask you if you
recognise it?

A lee, because I wrote it.
Q Will you sign the last page of that statement?
A Tee. (Witness signs the statement)
Q Did you prepare this statement from your own information or does it conJ- •

tain facts told to you by others?' . •
A This statement was made by me and is an Investigation that I made myself.
Q Did you aet as investigating agent for the monastery?
A Tee, I interrogated everyone*

Q And this statement is a copy of the teatimoa given to you'during tint
investigation? • _

A lee, and-the other one ia more complete.
(Commissioner! The document will be accepted .in evidence *s Exhibit *n) .

Q Tou mention another statement. Is that a-jure complete detailed report
than this one? . ,

A lee. (Witness handed the second.document to the' Commissioner for examina-
tion)

3 Does this document likewise contain the testimony of the witnesses with
whom you talked?

A lea.

Q And is this your signature appearing on the bottom, of this statement? .
A ice.
Q Is there anything additional contained in'this document about the in-

cidents which occurred on'the 2nd of September between the civilians and
German soldiers, which Is not contained in Exhibit «p?

A The second statement is complete. The only thing omitted"ia about the
bodies we brought here yesterday and buried in our own cemetery here at
the monastery.

(Commlssloaeri The document «ill be accepted in evidence as Exhibit "IP)

Q Tell what you did or saw personally throughout this entire incident?
A Sty story is practically the.same as the rest of the witnesses. -

Q Were you present during the times and places mentioned ia the testimony
of Nicola Gantitera? • • '

A 'Tee.
Q Tou have heard the testimony of the other witness, Nicola Qantltera. le

there anything you wish to -correct or add to his testimony?

SECRET
ABITINI
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A There la Just one small incident. Once « Qsrman sergeant came Into the
small roe» where we were and found one monk talking with another monk,
and he threaten to kill him immediate]? for. not obeying orders about
talking, stating that he would not be the.first one of his profession or
order that he had killed by hie bande. When we «eked to gotto the latrine
they refused us causing us to suffer «11 night long* I also noticed five
civilians were standing «round the door and a Qsrman pointed his gun at
them, and «eked then their names. The sergeant recognised among them, the
chief commissioner of Lagan» and stated, "Don't lie to me, I know you
«re the chief commissioner of legarne*" Two trucks carried only civil-
ians and the third truck carried us. • . .

Q Were the-people who were killed at «occhi shot or Just what happened to

A I heard later that they were hung and then maonine gunned»

Q Did you 'see the -bodies?
A No, because they were burled already.

Q Is there anyone in the monastery who saw the bodies?
A No.

Q What do you know «bout Bin» Mirtino?
A On the 6th of September he «as detained in a large room with fifteen

other people when I left it. later I heard they were brought to Camiore*
After a short time' a column consisting of fifteen people who had been
rounded up appeared near the house, and these other fifteen persons
were oompeled to follow this column in order to go to ulaesa on foot, but
Bias Martino and Bernardo Montes de Oca declared they would be unable
to follow the column by foot» Their excuse.was accepted and the column
left «od the two men remained In the house* Since that-time I don't
know what happened to them. I tried to investigate in Massa, but had
no success.

Q flave you ever seen the* since?
A Ne« My personal opinion is that these, two men were killed some place

In the vicinity.

Q Whet happened to the other two men, Bggar Francois and Clero Adrlenf
A On the 10th of September they wera sent to the city Jail and then killed •

• «long with the rest of the people. ' •
\

Q What happened to Adriano Qompagnon, Benedetto Lspuente, Gabriels ««ria
Costa, Alberto Bosbach, Giorgio Maritano, Michele Nota, Bruno P'Anico,
and ftaffaele Conterò? • .

A • They were killed and the bodies «re already burled in our cemetery lo-
cated here «t the monastery* .

Q Were any members of your order assisting or helping the partisans in
*ny manner? * . . .

A No,

SECftET
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Testimony of: JHeola Gantitera, Certosa di Farneta, Commune, of Lucca, Italy.

Taken at» Certosa di Farneta, Coasuna of .Lucca, Italy»

Pater 2k May l?fe£.

Present: . Lieutenant Cfflonel SOUS S» BOOTH, JAOD, Goamlsaioner.

Technician Fourth Grade Albert L. Moore, Headquarters and Headquarters
.Company, Fifth Aray* was sworn «s reporter.

Private First Class Robert Q. Passigli, Headquarters and Headquarters ,
Company Fifth Army was rrtrorn as interpreter.

(The witness was sworn) • ' •

'«ueations by the Commiasionvra
* •

Q State your aama, your «ge, and your residence?
A Hieola* 0*ntitera, 1*0 years, residing at Certosa di l'araste, Commune- of

Lueea, Italy* .

Q Are you a member of the religious order la this monastery?
A lee.

Q Were you at the aonastery during the aonth. of September l?i&?
A les. . • - ' • •

Q During the first part of September l$k* did any German soldiers come to
Certosa di Faraeta?

A Tea. . - ' • •
( • *

Q At the time the German soldiers came* to the aonastery how many members
of the monastery were present?

A Thirty-fire people.

Q «ere there «ay other people Hviagfia the monastery at that tine?
.A Tea. . '

Q Who vere these people and approximately how asaay were there?
A They were all Italian civilians. There-were about 100 people «a far as

Jfc GejUll J^VflMBBKMBih «i ' * *

Q -ihy were these people in the aonastery?
.A Some of them woriatd for us and some of them came to keep from bsiag

rounded.up.

Q Sow aiany German soldiers cane to the Certosa di Farneta at that time?
A About twenty soldiers.

SXHIBtT *&• • ••GUURXTfiia
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Testimony of: Nicola Gantitera, Certosa di 3kraeta, Coaoune of Lucca, ItaJy.

Taken at» Certosa di Carnata, Co.anu.ie of I*ucca, Italy.

Date: 2it Jay 19U£.

Present; Lieutenant Colonel EDWlfl 6. XOTH, ÙJUìD, Joomissioner.

Technician Fourth Crade Albert L. licore, Headquarters and Headquarters
Coapany, Fifth Aray, was sworn as reporter.

Private First Ulass 'lobert S. Passigli, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company Fifth Arry was Mrom as interpreter.

(The witness was sworn)

questions by the Commissionerà

^ State your name, your age, and your residence?
A Nicola' Oantitera, 1*0 years, residing at Certosa £i Farneta, Commune of

Lucca, Italy.

*i Are you a meaber of the religious order in this monastery ̂
A Yes.

^ r'bre you at tha aonastery during the aontfa. of oepta^oer
A Yes. • ' •

i During the first part ol' September l?iu did any Jeziaan. soldiers come to
Certosa di Farneta?

A Tea. . -

Q At the time the uerman soldiers came' to the nonaatery how raany members
of the .nonastery «pro present?

A Thirty-five people.

4 -Vere there any other people livi ar' in the monastery at that tiae?
A Yes.

Q. Jfho vere these people and approximately how ̂ ar.y were there?
A Tliey were all Italian civilians. There -were abo*t 100 people as far as

I can remember.

;-} ' dhy were these people in the aonastery?
A Some of them worked for us and some o£ then came to keep Treat being

<ì Ilo* aany «Jeraan soldier? a&ne to the Certosa di Farneta at that tine?
A About twenty soldiers*

EXHIBIT *(J"
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(26) MoragUa
(29) Dott. Giannini
(30) Prof. Lippi Franoesoord

Killed near Moafcemagno - 6th and ?th of September t
1) Allegrint Adeonia/

[32) Dusola

/e/ Nicola uantitera

SECRET booois



Names of the ten Monks of Certosina who were
deported to Germany

Bertoloazi Nello (Ambroglo) Lucca, born 1899*
•

Sabellieo Gaspare (Antonio) Frosinone. born

Rossi Vincenzo (Stefano) Frosinone born 1920

.De Vincenti, Hiohele (Giuseppe Maria) La. Spezia born 1912

Zemljic Giacomo (Carlo) Vaamegye born 1916

Luoietti Michele (Agostino) Nevara born 1902

Quinti Quinto (Paolo) Firenee born 1893
Persie Giuseppe (Guido) Ctlli born 1980 .

Righi Luciano (Corrado) Reggio Snilia born 1921

Zlobeo Agostino ,( Francesco) Trieste born 1911*

Two of these ten deported monks, fie Vincerai Michele, and Perde Giuseppe,'
are not yet returned from Germany and nothing was heard from them since more
than two months. • • • '

/s/ Ì&GO.IA Gantitera

EWtBIT
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Testimony oft Giovanni Battista Abetini, Certosa di Parasta, Gommone of
Lucca, Italy, , .

Taken ati .Certosa di Pamela, Conamne of Lucca, Italy,

Patet *.2U May l?]̂.

Present» Lieutenant Colonel &D9IN S, BOOTH, JAUD, Commissioner. ,
• i «

Technician Fourth Grade Albert L. Moore, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, Fifth A«oy, was «worn as reporter. •

Private First Class ttobert U. Passigli,, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company Fifth Array was sworn as interpreter.

(The witness was sworn)

Questions by the

Q State your name, your age, and your resldeose?
A Giovanni Battista Abetini, 36 years, Certosa di Fàrneta,. Commune of

Lucca, Italy. . .

Q Are you a member of the religious order occupying Certosa di Farneta?
A i«s.

Q What is the name of this religious order?
A Certosini. '<•

Q Vere .you present in. the monastery during the month of September
A lea. . . ' .' . .

Q During the month, of fclepteober 19iib, how many .members of your order were
residing in the* monastery? . .

A About thirty-five* • • •

Q During that month were there auy others o£ your order remai ni ng here?
-A No. • '«

Q Were there any civilians living in the monastery during the first part
of September 19Ì&? .

A Tes. , '
/ • » '

Q About how oany? . • •
'A About one hundred.

Q On or about the 2nd of September 19UU, did some German soldiers corns to
the monastery?

A Zes.

EXHIBIT »J" ' . ABETINI
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Q I have before me a written report which. I now show you and ask you if you
recognize it?:

A las, because I wrote it. . „ ' •

Q Vili you sign the last page of that statement?
A Yes. (Witness signs the statement) ~ ' , • • •

Q Did you prepare this statement Troia your owa information or does it con-
tain facts told to you by others? • . •

A This statement was made by a» and is an investigation that I made cysslf .

Ci Did you act as investigating ageub for tlw monastery?
A 2es, I interrogated, everyone. " ' • '

Q And this stateaeat is a copy of bhs teatiooti given to you 'during taat-
investigation?

A Yes, and -the other one is more couplets.

( Commissioner :. The dooumeab '«rill be accepted ,111 evidence «B Exhibit "KV)

4 Xou mention another statement. Is -that a- acre ooaoplete detailed report
.than this one? . ;

A lea. (Witness handed the second .document to the' Commissioner for examina-
tion) . . . • .

4 Does this document ldjcwd.se contain the testimony u£ the witnesses with
who» you talked? . •

A I«B. ' .

Q And is this your signature appearing on the bottom of this statement? .
A lea.

Q Is there anything additional contained in 'this docuupat about .tha
oidenta which occuiTed on' the 2wd of September between the civilians and
German soldiers, which is not contained in Exhibit "IP? ;

A The second atatsnont is complete. The only thing omitted* is about thw
bodies we brought hare yesterday and buried in our own cemetery here at.
the monastery.

tCommiaaionert tha docuosat «ill' be accepted La evidence as Exhibit "IP)

Q Tell what you did or saw personally tnroughoat this entire incident?
A 'Jty story is practically thd.aame as the rest of tha witnesses. -

Q Were you present during the times and places mentioned ia the testimony
of Nicola Gantitera? •

A 'Xes. .
Q Xou have heard the testiraoay. of the other witness, Nicola Gantitera. Is

there anything you wish to -correct or add to his testimony?

SECRET
ABETINI
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A There is just one small incident* Once a Qsrman sergeant came into the
small room where we were and found ope monk talking with another monk,
and he threaten to kill iiim ionediafaaly fori not obeying orders «bout
talking, stating that he would not be the.first one of his profession or
order that- he had killed by his hands. When we asked to gô to the latrine
they refused us causing us to suffer all night long* I also noticed five
civilians were standing around the door and a German pointed his gun at
them and asked them their names. The sergeant recognised among them the
chief coamiBaionsr of Lagarne and stated, "Don't" lie to me, I know you
«re the chief cotamissioaer of Lagarne." Two trucks carried only civil-
ians and the third truck carried us. • . .

Q Were ti».people who were killed at Socchi shot or just what happened to
• them. ' ' •

A I heard later that. they ware hung ana then oaohine gunned.

Q Did you'see the-bodies?
A No, because they were buried already.

Q Is there anyone in the monastery wno saw the bodies?
A No,

i • . •
Q What do you know about Bina Martino?
A On tha 6th of September he was detained in a large room with fifteen

other people when I left it. Later I heard they were brought to Cantore.
After a short tin» a column 'consisting of fifteen people who had been
rounded up appeared near the house, and these other fifteen persons
were coopeled. to follow this column in order to go to, das sa on foot, but
Bina Martino and Bernardo ifontes de Oca declared they would be unable
to follow tha column by foot. Their excuse.was accepted and the column
left and the two men remained in tbs house, dine* that* tima I don't
know what happened to them. I tried to investigate in aasaa, but had
no success.

Q Save you ever seen them since?
A Ne. aiy personal opixucn ia that tha se. two meri vera killed some place •

in the vicinity,

Q what happened to the other two Hen, Egger .Francois and Cterc Adrian?
A . On the-lOth of September they were sent'to tha city jail and' then killed '
' along with the rest qf the people* ' • - . . . .

\ •

Q What happened to Adriano Uoapagnon, Benedetto lapuente, Gabriel* Maria
Costa, Alberto Bosbach, QLorgip Jteritano, Michele Nota, Bruno D'Amico,
and Raffaele Conterò? • < .

A • They were killed and the bodies are already buried in our cemetery lo*
oated here at the monastery* • .

Q Were any members of your order assisting or helping tha partisans in
any manner? . * -

A No.

SECflET . - . •
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tato» aia . Certosa di Sasaeta, Seanirm' of-.L&eea .̂

Brtat • 2». *ar &•$..''• ••* ' - . . -", - : v.
l&evbBBBirt Go&ensl. ìtffWTff g» HCKffl!1,. JtQQ,

Fpartfc.gcada Albert .&•.' Mooarey gsedqaartera and

Privata First Class Sehert $» Jaasigli, HBaaqrarters «noi
ay FI£tfc.a>^"»aa>.iim0rn.«»

(The wife»» was Bmas)

State- ywtJP &ane%. yowr Age-* amfcytmr1

'
^t dWW 'J^HET ŝVsaVoYac. 3-D^HCT e^filR* èVDBC 'JPIHT WBUEJHKBBVC-
A Essala 8ant£««n» & yeaa», cwtdiag at Swrtoa» dl Bunete,, CC^BBH». of
• Law», rtaly». • • . .' ' • ' .. - / . . . . ' .'

4 Ax» ye» m. moafter of: the xellglous order' in tata

Q Were you at that monastery dnr£og tbe aen^t of'SentaBdber
A Ta». • . • - ' • • ' ' • - . - .

Q Paring tBA' finrtt part, of Skn^ambec; T?^tH ^f,^ asny Qejcmaa aoldisBra «pyyr to
Qteteaa 8L ftra»t*7 - • • • ••' ' ' • , • . • . .

A -Tarn,- • ; - , ' • ' . ' - . . - . - "•"• ' '
* . " * "

Q Jtt the ti*» tfeB (texnaa ooMiars cawf to t&e nanuustery: aow tatny
• '»«• to» »onma.*»ry wiene preeaot?

A TMrt3H*iie- peosii**. ' \. • .' ' . .
• * *

Q. Wecv t&ere -aa? other pw^Ie Bàtìagf in the a»tasterr at iiiat, ,ti»l:
A Tàev . . - . : ' • . . . • . - ' ' . • ' '

iJta was» tha«a peopto ̂  aiJpCTQdjiwttaly
Tbar we»» «21 ItaiUn dbrHUos. Tltearrwexe) abostr IQCt £ea^» «a far as.
•r —— ' '*' "" !• '' '

people in; the MoaastazyT
.A

Q S0m «any Se-rnaa- solsttars ean» to.-. "H» Certasa dl Faxaeta at. that t&at?
A

*&•

----^e^o^-o-:•—:'--



Testimony of; Sieola Gantitera, Certosa di Btraeta, Commune, of Lucca, Italy.

Taken atat Certosa di S'amata., Caaauna of-.Lucca, Italy»

Batet 2k aay 19«5-

Present: . lieutenant Colonel WKLS S» BOOTH» <ZAGB, Ctonmisaioaer.

Tsehnioian Fourth Grade Albert L. Moore, Headquarters and Headquarters
.Company, Fifth Army, was sworn as reporter.

Private first Class Robert Q. Passigli, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company Fifth Army was «worn as interpreter.

(The witness was sworn) *

Questions by the Commiaaionwrs
• •

Q State your aame, your «gs, and your residence?
A ttLeola 0«ntitera, IfO years» residing «t Certosa di Parasta, Commune, of

Lucca, Italy* .

Q Are you a member of the religious order ia this monastery?
A las.

Q if ere you at the monastery during the month of September TSkkl
A X«a. . •* . . •

Q During the first part of September I9kk did any German soldiers come to
Certosa di Farneta?

A lee. • ' •

Q At the tima the German soldiers can»' to the monastery how many members
of the aonastery were present?

A Thirty-five people. * ' . '

Q fere there any other people liviagfia the monastery at that tiae?
.A les. - .. ' • '

4 «no were these people and approximately how zany were there?
A They ware all Italian civilians. There-were about 100 people «e far as

I can remavber* ~ - •

.4 'Why were these people in the monastery*?
. A Some of then worked for us and some of them, eaae to keep from, being

rounded.up.

Q How many German soldiers caaw to the Certosa di Jferneta at that tins?
A About twenty soldiers.

SECRET
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Testimony of: 'lie olà Canti tera, Certosa ài ?krneta, Comoune. of Lucca, Italy.

Taken at: Certosa di r'arnata, Consume af Lucca, Italy.

Date; 2k -iay 19U5-

Present; Lieutenant Colonel SDflflfi S. XOTIi, JAJD, Coamisaioner.

Technician Fourth trade Albert L. lioore, Headquarters and Headquarters
.Company, fifth Aray, was sworn as reporter.

Private First Class fcbert J. Passigli, Ifeadquarters and iieadquarters
Company Fifth Any was -;wora as interpreter.

(The witness was sworn)

questions by the Commissioner*
t •

Q State your name, your age, and ycur residence?
A Nicola- uantitera, 1*0 years, residing at Certosa di fornata, Commune, of

Lucca, Italy*

ii Are you a member of the religious order in this ionastery.'
A Zes.

* Vere you at the aonastery during the jonth of òeptszò&er
A

^ During the first part o£ Septeaber 19iu dLd any -Jeraan. soldiers come to
Certosa di Farneta?

A Tea.

Q At the tiare the German, soldiers carse to the locaatery how .aany members
of the .aonaotery «ere present?

A Thirty-five people.

W Vere there any other peooLe livide -in the uonautery at that time?
A Tes.

vi Jfho vere these people and approximately how mny were there?
A Thay were all Italian civilians. There- were ,*bo..t 100 people as far as

I can remember*

3 ' *hy were these people in the aonastery?
A Some of them worked for us and some oiv tnea came to keep froai being

rounded. up.

•4 How aany German soldier? cane to the Certosa di Farneta at that tiae?
A About twenty soldiers.

EXHIBIT "(j" Ù/V3TXTEH&
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Teatiinony af » Nicola Cantitera, òertosa di Farneta, Cominone, of Lucca, Italy.

Taken att Certosa di Karneta, Cojnuae jf Lacca, Italy.

Da to i 2k tey I9k$.

Present; Lieutenant Ikylonel EDWIN S. BOOTH, JAUD, Caamisaioner.

Technician Fourth trade Albert L. ̂oore, Headquarters and Headquarters
.Company, Fifth Aray, was sworn as reporter.

Private First Ulass ̂ bert 3. Passigli, lìeadquarters and Headquarters
Company Fifth Aray v&s :«orrx as interpreter.

(The witness was sworn)

Questiona by the Comadssioneri

14 State your name, your age, and your residence?
A Nicola Omnti tera, UO years, residing at Certosa di f amata, Commune of

Lucca, Italy.

Q Are you a member of the religious order in this monastery?
A Ten.

i '-fere you at the monastery duriag the month, ol oeptsaber
A

^ During the first part of September l?î  did any uerstan soldiers come to
Certosa di Farneta?

A Tea.

<4 At the time the Oerxan soldiers came* to the monastery how many members
of the .Ronaater;- *?re proawnt?

A Thirty-five people.

Q Jfere there any other oeople livl.ac'in the aonastery at that tia»?
A Yes.

Q «bo were these people and approximately how rcar.y w«=rc bàere?
A They ware all Italian civilians. There -were abo-t ICO people as far as

I can remember.

.3 ' ffhy were these people in the aonasteryY
A Some of them worked for us and soae of them coae te keep from being

rounded. up.

Q How xany Ueman soldier? cane to the Certosa di Farneta at that tiae?
A About twenty soldiers.

EXHIBIT «& -QA3TIT&ÌA.
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28) draglia
l'Ott. UÌC
Prof. Lippi JPrancesconi

(29) T'ott. Uianoini
.(30)

Killed near ^ontemagno - 6th and 7tli of September:
(31) Alletfrini Adeonia,
(32) Dubola

/a/ Nicola viuntitura

SECRET 000024



List of Victiab or the lau^i tar <A' certosa di Farneta - Lucca
2 - 10 tiepteator 1.9kk

Monks VV. friers
~" (1) Uartino bina, 6>' years (i.*lss)

(2) uabrittle teuria Costa, 1*6 years (Italian)
(3) H.O «tarla %£«-, 35* jeurs.(a*i»e)
(li) beriiardo itonus de ;CA, U> years ((Vens&oeld)
(5) Adriano Oo^pajjion, 70 ^ears (French)
(6) bertadetu Ltt^u^r.te, 70 ;&&£* (wv

('() Adrlauo wleic, ?.'; years
'.';) ulb&rto i^&bdic^, 'it,
(^) siiortjii) liaritduio,, ^ years
(10) .Uctal* Motb, i;6 year»
(11) Uruno DU.-oioo, 60 years
(12) aaffaelà Cantero, i?v ^oura ( -

Civilians Xillsd on 2 l»«i>Uiuber near ^jfbicciaito t
(1) Peliicoi Pietro, 36 years

Pero* bruno, 3i yeara
One froia aoatlisni italy, not yat idbtibifled

\»/

81
on 3 £>ept«uber 'in tiie town of Ficppet ;.a :

U) Preaeati Bruno, 37 years
(s) cctorri Italo, 3k yeara.
(0) Usila uidia urjuxo, 31 years '
(7) tAopi uxlgi, >1 years
(8) Andre-accetti martino, 3é yeara
(9) Cotar.ri Alberta, about 20 yoar».
(10) .ukttw-»11 Kdoilio, 3» years
("il)
(12)
(13)

uiuseope

(17) Oemi^nani iit torà
(16) Basti tirano
(19) X ^iciiele
(20) uno l'roji aoutiumi'

Ì21) Poi'li (partisan)
22) fcitotrwr frjiu aoat:iern Italy
23) ftuoUtói' with uo ìoauUILc*tion

Killed near Itosua ou tits loth of September (do.oe :0riko)

(25) Up^rr-cUce, 6> J
(26) fasquini Pietro
.(27) ^bràb'lifc furialo

«XrtlKET "h"
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(j I have before ine information that Uinz tartina, Eg^er Francois, and Clero
Adrien were Swiss and. that Bernardo idontes de Oca is a Venezuelan. Is
that correct?

'A Tes.

<i Do you have their pat sports?
A The passports of'bina Martino aud Jigger Francois ware sent to t'ne Swiss

Consul in Florence.

Q Where le the passport of Jberrardo Jìontea de Oca?
A We have been unable to find them*

«
<4 Is there anything further that you car. give us that will assist us in

finding the ones responsible for this crine?
A Ho.

\
\

SECRET
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Q Do you know of your own knowledge of any of the aeabers of your organi-
sation being taken to termany?

A Tea, ten of then were taken to

Q Do you have a list of those taken to Germany?
A les. ' . '

Q lili you present such a list to us?
A Yes.

(The list, showing: tiie naoet» of the oonks transported to Germany,' 'was raceivod
in evidence and marked Exhibit "i")

Q Have those ten .oeu. returned to this monastery?
A light of them. nave returned and we do not have any news of the other two» .

/

Q Do you know what happened to uabriele siaria Costa, Àdriano Clero,' Alberto
Boabaeh, Adrlano Compagnon, Benedetto Lepuente, Qiroglo Maritano, Miohele
Nota, Bruno D'Amico, *uid Kafi'aele Conterò?

A All were killed*

Q Do you know of your'. knowledge where they were killed?
A I am not sure* I was inforaed that they «ré killed in 'groups of two and

three»

Q Do you know whether there were any others killed with them at that tine?
A Yes, on the 10th of September there were about thirty killed. The «use

day the SS went to the city jail and killed about one hundred fifty people
inside. I saw the bodies of the thirty people that they killed.

Q What did you observe about the bodies you saw of what probably caused
their deaths?

A I an unable io eay because tha bodies were partly covered with earth*

Q Do you know whetlier or not any member of your order who was killed, was
helping the partisans or taking part in tha war in any way whatsoever?

A Hobody urae helping.

Q Do you know whether or not any of the civilLauti who mero in your, monas-
tery «ere taking any part in helping the partisans*

A I an sure that tliey were not*

Q Can you give any reason why you think that these civilians in your monas-
*tery or members of yo or 'order were killed?

A Because we have the civilians which were able to work and four or five
of them were wanted by the Germans*

Q I notice that the members of your order which were killed were in the •
later years of life. Is there any raason why they should be killed*

A That is a* mystery to us*

G&NTIT1BASECRET
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2 Do you know darò Adrien?
IM, he wae eent from Hocchi to massa and killed, I

l

Q What about Bernardo Monte de Oca?
A I do not know what happened to him*

Q After the first three named left you at Socchi did you ever see them
alive again?

A No* I saw Clero Adrien in Carrara and.never saw him after that*
i

Q Did you see the bodies of any of these four?
A Yesterday they were brou$it over here in caskets.

Q Were the baskets marked in any way so that 'you could which man's body
was in eaeh casket?

A These four were brought In two caskets. Ttora wore ten altogether* • The
bodies were recognised by this person (witness points to Tornei Ferraiccio).

Q Vere you taken from Carrara to Massa?
A Ho. .

Q Do you know anything of your own knowledge of what happened at "fessa?
A Personally I don't know anything about it.

Q Where did you go when you left Carrara?
A > On the twelfth of September we were sent to the Bishop of Fontremoli

and he was held responsible for us*
«• m

H When did you return to Certosa?
A I returned on the 23rd of November*

Q Do you know what happened to the onsswho were taken to Carpi?'
A Kb.

Q Do you know to what organization the German soldiers belonged to?
A I am sure that they belonged to the* S3 Troops.

Q Were they wearing distinctive uniforma of the SS?
A I am not familiar with army uniforms, but I noticed that they were from
1 the S3* ' •

Q How do you know they were from the SS?
A There was a public rumor to that affect.

U Did you ever bear the names -of any of the officers of the S3? '
A I don't remember ever hearing any names.

SECRET
aaHTITBBA

000028



(The list, showing the names of the feltra and monte and civilians killed,
wee received in evidence and marked Exhibit "li")

Q After the firet day *•*• there other people taken out of this room in
«occhi?

A It seems as though tha partisans killed «urne ueraan soldiers in town «nd
on ti» third day after we arrived they tack twenty people from our room
and I know they ernrt

Q Did you eee the shooting?
A Ho.

vi Did you see the bodies afterward?
A No.

Q Of the tNenty-thrae people mentioned how .tuny were civilians and ncer mmny
were mesterà of the monastery?

A They were all civilian».
Q Ware there ai.y other people In (be group whioh wore tatasn from Certosa

di Parasta, murdered while they were ut Moschi?
A Three were seat to massa, tried, and shot to death*

<4 %ex*e these tliree civilians or members of your order?
A They were oiviliane* .

•

14 After you left Nocchi where did you then go?
* To Carrara.
Q Tell us what happeuod at Carrara?
A As so'on «s we arrived In Carrara we wer& split into two groups. Those

owns than fifty-rive ywun of age were sent to Massa and from there they
were sent to war.pl*

«

Q Where did you stay at that time?
A Being unable to work I stayed at Carrara.

Q How many stayed with you?
A There, were six uenbers of our order and ten civUiuna.

vi How many of ywsc order went to ffeasa?
A There were eight membera of the order sent there and four were already

there, ao there were twelve altogether In Itjusa.
Q Do you know Bins martino?
A See, he was our ohief •
Q Where did he stayv
A X am net sure, but I think he was sent from Nooohi to Massa,
ti Do yo.u know figger Francois?
A He v^s sent from Nocchi to Massa and I know he was killed.

SECRET UtHTITgKA
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Q What time were you taken from the monastery?
A There were two trucks waiting outside. It was about eleven or eleven»

• thirty. • •
• \

Q What day was it?
A The 2nd of September

Q Where were you taken at that Una?
A To a village called Nocchi and then Caadbre. .

Q Tell in your own words what happened while you were at Nocchi?
A They took- us to Qrasittni Villa in Nocchi and put us in a room, in a

building near the villa. They ordered us to lay down on the floor* In
this room we were free to talk and do anything we liked. We stayed four
days in this room and had little food* The.first day we had only soup*
The next day we had soup and a piece of bread. The next two days we had
about the same thing. The Qeraan soldiers mad» one of us take exercise
by carrying a pole around with his arms outstretched till he got so tired .
that he couldn't hold it any longer and then the German slapped him in
the fase and told him to keep going. One German soldier burned the beard
of one monk*

Q During the four days you were there were any of the occupants removed
from that room?

A The first day three were taken out of the ro^rn and I never saw them again*
V

Q Do you know what happened to the»?
A They were shot and killed.

Q Old you see the bodies?
• A No.

Q Do you know whether or r.ot official death certificates were filed In any
of the Communes? ' ' '

A At ths Commune of Lucca*
*

Q Would the death certificates of those who died at Rocchi be filed in
Lucca and Massa?

' -A Tes, those that were recognized and buried. -Members of the monastery
are registered as being in the Commune of Lucca and the death certificates'
must be in Lucca.

Q Do you have an official list of the members of the monastery who were
killed?

A Yes, we have a list of them here*

Q Will you present such a list to us?
A lee.

UANTITIRA
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Q Do you know any of the German soldiers who cams to the monastery at that
time?

A Ho* ' .
•

Q Tell us la your own words what tha German soldiers did at the monastery
at Certosa di Farneta?

A I was holding services with three friars. At twelve midnight the door
was opened by a German soldier carrying a machine gun* he ordered us to
raise our hands* They took us in a small room near the church and then
they went to find some other people. There were more than thirty-five
people- in the room* Very few of them were' civilian», Everybody stayed
in the small room till eight o'clock in the morning*

Q HOMT many people were in this small room? •
A Forty or forty-one* .

4 now large was this room?
A About ten by fifteen feet. (The room was viewed by the commissioner and

was approximately twelve by fourteen feet)

Q Was there any benches or chairs in the room?*
A There was a small couch*

Q Were there any orders given at the time you were put in'this room by the
Germans to keep quiet?

A las, they ordered us to keep quiet»

Q Did the German soldiers make any threats or .do .anything to indicate that
they would do physical harm to anybody?

A. Ne, they just ordered us to sit down on the floor*
" . »

Q After you were released from the room the next morning, what happened?
A They gave us permission to go to our church and we stayed there for two

hours* ' . •

.Q And then what happened?
A After the services they gave us permission to eat something because we

were to leave the monastery and were to be cent to another monastery*

Q What was the name of the other monastery?
A They did not give any name*

i

Q What happened to the civilians during the time you were having the
service?

A They stayed in the church also*

Q Did the German soldiers do anything to the civilians before they re-
moved them from Certosa di Farneta?

A They were taken outside. I did not see it, but I heard an order for them
to get dressed as civilians. The Germans knew that they were civilians

' who were dressed the same as us*

GANTITBBA.
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KAB6AORKRS AT CTB OKRTOBA <i? FARHEIA
I user i j o o a a j ^ ^

On the night of 2nd September 19l&, during the firat ses, about '20
German SS soldiers, lead by a Sergeant who had been visiting the Monastery SB
a friend on «ore occasions* «coupled the. Certosa of Farneta in order1 to carry
eat a search for Italian civilian*. . .

i The German took possession of the main passages* arrested the fcrinrs and
the frlst Father in the ohoir-*etAlls and took them to a email parlour* Done
of the soldiers remained guarding thorn* ' • . .

Titen ocsws the Fathers* torn* (aie .of the first to be captured is father
Laoriuta, who is wounded on the fact because neks for

*«hen all the Father» are gathered in the choir stalla, the soldier» block .'
the dours» tabs commander walks towards then» his sub-Machine pun on guard, and
orders the monks to raise their hand** ' '

Later* when the lathers )iad Joined the Ifiare lu the Convent parlour* the
fermane started o search of the huilriinr! and captured abiwt a hundred civilians-
who h.-id taken refuse In tfcerM, another, twenty managed to eoeaps*-

• It was « ter -Ibi* ni^ht for the Fathers, they were not aUowkfto apeak or
to' nove About. The Boldier* waited to kill one of the Friers only BACKUSS he
noved hits lips while» praying ,*»••**••«*••»••••« *•* »»«*• •« .4. »»•»"• «*»•**••«•*••«»•

Then tin evacuation of the Certosa took place* The f-ernanq 'took away first
tha civilians and one» of the Superior ìatìwr», later .the Priora, who h*i been* :
in the iinnnwhile* obXLged to wear oiviliun clotbinr;. MX of th-*n ntot ordain 'at
Nocchi, in Oaaaior» (1*200^000 j^\^90) locality 10l|103?0 «..*.....*..«.«*•«.*•.
• »*..«• t .*»**. *#»4*.* *•«»•»*.**•*••• •'.

TCo one will be , able to forget what hamiened In tha bit: hut al f rocchi.
' t f ^ t

Four terrible days folloiiod «*•*»«*. **.*«•*»«»•••«««. On three different .
occasions the prisoners -.wo taken outside and killed* The victims were 23* -,
some of them were hanged with a wire* the others were shot* The- food wns searoe*
the water too • *••**•«»••*»*•••••?*•••• Oonnuinders atbi sflgplrled cruel and ts>*
friendly •• »*.»*«*•«««••«•*».•**•• 'i

Another murder was .carried out* One of the prisoners died from being beaten
on the head and back with a «tide* Uhlle he wes gasping for breath* in the lest
aottentfl of his sxlatenoe* ^Jie aoldler», ir&vd. MA* laughed and jested* •••*.«*••

Some of the Friars had their beards burnt*. some other war* obliged to do
difficult "exerciaea" and when they fa led, they were beat«n» Caio of these
exercises consisted of walking with stretched arris and a pels in the hands* s
«anil book bulwcari on top of it. . «hen the book fell, iht bearers wore punished: -
with slaps and cadgsXlingfl. .Later* the book between thet tenth, the

In the mennwhilft* About 300 civi.U*n main»-, captured In the vioinitjr* were
placed in Uw bin hut iritto the others.

, On the sunning of the 6th the prisoners were oar-rind t<* the "Su^nelàger* of
k garrara» On thflz1 arrival here they were separated. 1$ of tìteet rcnwinad In the
r alg hut* itìoluding li Fathers t (1) Prior Father M&t'tlno Biajt* 6£ years aid*

^Sti (2) Procurator fabriele Marla costa, èli», years eld; Tftallanj ,(:>) niuatro«
•«ErattEJ-'Ataear» H years old* gpisei (h) n. Bsynagto lioniss, De Oca, Bishop* 10

• .- yes» aw* lr<ai fenettjela» , ' ——————— • .

00003.2
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They were taken to Jamaica* by lorry and placed into a very small room*
On the following day* Thursday, at, the *v,ar of a long, line of prisoners* they
went un foot to Uaitan* Ilare the civilians were placed in the school, our 15
friends In the Penal Prison. They were treated as delinquents» In groups of
tliree thoy were placed In smell osile, where they wore undressed and searched*
On Kriday and Saturday they were questioned* and smne Of them seemV^o have
heon tortured too* After being questioned, three of the prisoners were taken
from tlio oell into a big room* and from tide* with two boys who were in there*
were tremiferred to a worldng-ottrin* raar -Mio fr nt lino» fhilo in lh« "»i:* room
they saw there about 12 invalida and 8 old Irlnra* They ware»

(1) Adrians (Jomparsion, 70 yea'-a olrt, French
(J») Bensdetts Lepuente, ?0 years old, Spaniuh
fa) Adrianc Olfaro, ?U years old* .guisa
(Jt) Alberto Sosbach, 7k yecrs old* Oersi&u
(5>) Olrreio Maritano* 6? yetire oM, • Ilfrlinn •
(6) laolutl» Hotfi, 56 years old* Italian
(7) Bruno D'Amico* 60 yaaps old* THallan
(0) Raffeal Oontt>ro* jo yoars old, Spanish

It socned tliey were goiivt to be shot* just after they arrival (on ótii
Momir,".) hut f.'-i contrary th'i? ware wpr.rated from tl» others and tnken to tho
prison of .'fasts**

The killiiyja nere carried out un i^ondn/, 10th* and about JO pel-nuns were
timi, day i the 12 InvaLUia, the S old .friars, and other 10 persone wlio

wave still in the oelJUt* iiiolndiiv: ti\e "Prior»" and the ^ftmntro'' K-V\ iu nornardo*

5'hey were killed in oif.'anmt flaoee, l>ut nil o.r u^'i i.-i UIB&A looality*
several on a road* oone othei-s n»ar n bricU-:" and tin» remainder in r oave* The •
bodies vnre rvoeverad somo d '̂s al'tinr** *»*•••••*.»••••.•....*...».• .4. •••••••'••*

V,'0 are sorry that we are not ;-.ble to iurnish more deVdls i^sardinr; the
last moments or our .friends' lLvf»s.

All we know is tills t Sortie Gemen uotor-owo jfxissed (illicitly through the
ItTwii thai morning, and Inside pyrcon» who weru very much distressed were noted*
ilefore laavliitf the prinon to 50 to the exsoution, 'Ite "Priore" And the "Maestro"
ware obliged to abandon their olorioal suits.,.. •.»•.••*.«.«*...••«.»»«•.••«*••»

Hanj'Of tlaa botl.L*a had tlioir faces oov»red with hauxUcerahiefs ap if 'the
victims, fjofora dying, had covered their n?es eo aa not to se« w'i.-it vnn ^oin^
to i isi»/ wi •.••**«»•••.**••*#«•.•.«.*•*••..*«.». i. »..*••«*•**«•..«.*•••.*••.*•••

At Carrara* nsv aAp»tra^.onn oi tho iriarp took placo» How only 22 of
then rci.u-U.iMKi mnonr^ the muaororun oiviliamt .

0» t)4« night of Sunday, 10th, six Fathers w«i*» liber ft ted, other ten
loft directed to ]»ln«* (We itavo lieard tJt«7 wn ir> ^^lin, at vinvnent',* Thn
riiDwijnlnf air., I'nvLnp: been deolared unablo to work Hy +}i«' <5nr»t^, WB>«O taken to
the

After beine qnontlcned b.r the Oantrtitn nf Vhft wjoohr ì>rl^qd4, tl.ey were
inforno»} tinqr would b* killed the ronwrln^ r« ornine*... ..»...*...*......*..*.••

Kowavw, M>ey were nwt,. on tho l^tJi, Uirse o.* th» frtx, r»»3rv»
the remninirip: three had not .finished enflòrin; ••...*.*•.....».«..•......*..•••

One day we heard the sf. bad Rone away and tte j e;;iOar troops hcd oome
in their piace. '-« were

OM September 2^th, tiio unluoky pj»ieon«rB were finally liberate:.' nnd they
mede up their minds to erose the front line.

"\.,
^f

At the end of Hovambert 6 of the «riera eaas bask to the Certosa of..
»«••••*••••»•••••*«••••«»•••*••***•••• . • • . ' . .

On January 5th, l?j|j>, other two friars return ' *" . , - • " ' "
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GOHSOIATC 01 SVIZZERA FIHPgg 13 Aprii

TOt 76*th S* I. B. Command Via Vensaia - Florence.

Gentlemen:

From the united relation of the Certosa of Farneta fathers, in thi
vicinity ̂ of Lucca, it seems that on the 10th September 19UU, in the vie
of Massa, the Germans have killed my countrymen i

ElgZ a&RTIiK), born on the 10th October 1879, possessor of the
passport HU266Ji5, Prior of tne Certosa of Farneta.

IQGgB gRfcSCOIS. born on the 21st Jay 190$, possessor of the n
passport 3l£7lOD/3liSZli, Padre maestro of the Certosa of Farneta.

CLERO ADECSa. born on the 19th June 1370, possessor of the ewj
passport N5373/378, • lay-brother of the Certosa of Farneta, also

ROUTES de OCA BgrtHAHDO. Bishop of the Certosa of Farneta, agec
years, oitisen of Veneiusla, «ho placed the guardianship of her affain
Italy to Switzerland.

I would be very grateful to you to 1st me know if you have aay nei
your possession, which can confirm or give the lie to the killins of tl
above oantioned. persons* '

If it cannot be confirmed that these people have been killed we we
be grateful for any news which you may be able to give us* As soon as
military situation peraita we will jthen institute a search for these pf

Vili you accept, with ay thanks, the expression of ay high esteemi

The consul of Switzerland.

/s/

*F"
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HEADGjBABTERS FIFTH ARaT
A. P. O. filali, U. S. Any

21; January 19k

SPECIAL ORDERS )
s

NUMBER 2k ) E X T R A C T

* - *

2. TOCU issued 8 Jan 19l£ detailing MAJ MILICH R. 1EXLER* 01O976ÌI
Hq Fifth Army, ae military Counsel of the War Crimes Commission aptd by
SO 1223, this Hq, 19la, vice MAJ CHARLES T. OIBBS, 0379621, IGB>, raid,
hereby confirmed and made of record. • :

By eomnand of Lieutenant General TBUSCOTTt

001 E. GARUTOH,
Brigadier General, G.

Chief of Staff.
OFFICIALS

/s/ M. F. Grant
M. F. GRAHT

Colonel, A. G. D*,
Adjutant General*

EXHIBIT "0*
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uWe^wt I -i.', Authurty of

APO
FIFTH ARMI

TO ARMI

AO 333-J 20 «ay

SUBJECTS Investigation of lar Crime

TOt Lieutenant Colonel SEBI 8. BOOTH, C«50$07» War
Fifth Army, APO k6k, W Army

Crimes Comw.

Xbu are directed to investlcste the allsgad war «rimes perpetrati
the vicinity of Massa, Italy, oa or about 10 September 19l*U, uacmr to
provisions of Circular 11, MTOOma* l*iiiu •

BT COMMi» OF OBORAL TBDSCOTT:

JOHH R. CTCBBO
U Col* AGO
Asst Adjutant General

EXHIBIT "I*

SiiiET
000036



SECRET
HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMI
APO k6k OSARMI

8 Jut»

The War Crimes Gommiseion, appointed under the provisions of Gil
11* HATOOSa, 19UU, by paragraph 1* Spedai Orders Bomber 223, Headqui
Fifth Army* dated 10 August- 19UU* copy of which is attached as Exbibi
as amended by paragraph 1, Special Orders Number 263, Headquarters Fi
Army, dated 19 September 19141, copy of which is attached as Exhibit "
amended by paragraph 5, Special Orders Bumber 317, Headquarters Fifti
dated 12 Bovember 19&, copy of which is attached as Exhibit "0", sac
amended by paragraph 2, Special Orders Bomber 2k, Headquarters Fifth
dated 2k January 19J|5» copy of which is attached as Exhibit "D", met
Certosa, Italy, at 1015 hours* 2li May 19U5, for the purpose of taldai
aony relative to the alleged war erime occurring in the vicinity of V
Italy* on or about 10 September l«l*U, as directed by letter of this h
quarters, copy of which is attached as Exhibit "fi* •

Member of tha board presenti

Major (now Lt. Col.) EDWIN S. BOOTH, 0250507, JAOD (Commlss

Members of the board absents

Major (now Lt. Col.) ULUSQH R. WEXLER, OlO976«, IGD (Milita
Counse

Captala CHARLES JJ. BOUREE, Olt2li986,AGD (Defense Counsel)

The taking of testimony by the commissioner without the presence
the military counsel and defense counsel was necessary by reason of t
unavailability-of those officers at the time of the investigation.

ft Technician fourth grade Albert L. acoro, 35083890* Headquarters .
^ Bsadquarters Company* Fifth Army, wasmrorn as reporter*

Private first class Hobert G. Passigli, 3288131(1, Headquarters a.
. Headquarters Company, Fifth Army, wae sworn as interpreter*

Copies of reports of the incident upon which this investigation :
. based ere attached as Exhibit. •!•*

Nicola Gsàtitera appeared in person before the commissioner and •
fled under oath. Hie testimony is sttaehed hereto and Marked as Exhll
•G*. Two signed statements aade by Risola Ornati tara were received la
deace and are attached and marked as Exhibits "H* and "I*.

Giovanni Battista Abetini appeared la pereoa before the eommlsslc
and testified under oath* His testimony is attached hereto and market
Exhibit""J*. Two signed statements made by Biovaaai Battista Abetini
received la evidence and are attached and marked as Exhibits WEP sad '

SFRRFT

000037



HHF/IJa
HEADQUARTERS

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
LMTED STATES ARMI

jpo 570 By Auihuniy
GG MQ:JS

ko 000*5M4 JA-0
Dote

SUBJECT: Alleged Tilling by German Troops of Swiss Subjects at MAS
en 10 September 1944»

TO» Ceomanding General
Fifth Army
APO 464

1. Attsshod is a latter and translation thereof from the Cer
ef Switserland relating to the killing of certain Swiss citisene ec
30 September 1%4 at Cortes* di Farneta, near Lucca.

2. It is requested that* If this matter has ne already been
vsstigated* arrangements be made t« aceompllsh an investigation of
alleged effenees at the earliest practicable date. In this conned
particular emphasis should be placed on determinine units or iadivJ
participating in the alleged killings.

BT COniAIID OF GSNBRAL MCNARHET»

R. H« FRESE
Major* AGD

Incl Aest Adjutant General
Letter from Consul of
Switzerland

'-if' SCBEtT
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Testimony of i . Tornei Ferruccio, Certosa di Farneta, Comaune of Lucca,
*

Taken att Certosa di Farneta, Comune of Lucca* Italy*

Date i 24 May 19U5*

Present» lieutenant Colonel EOfflH S. BOOTH, JAGD, Commissioner.

Technician Fourth Grade Albert L. aoore, iieadquarters and ^eadqu
Company, Fifth Army, «ras sworn &a reporter.

Private First Class iusbert 'a. faasigli, deadquartdrs and "eadqua:
Company Fifth Àray was sworn aa interpretare

<
(The witiieas was sworn)

Questions by the Cocuaissioneri

4 ' State your name, your age, ami your residence?
A Tornei Ferruccio, Certosa di Farneta, Commons of Iucca, Italy* 3k y

•go* ' - , . '

Q Are you a member of the order in tlds aiùnaatèry?
A

Q Were you present in this monastery during tha month of Septetber 1:
A No. .

Q When did you arrive at the monastery?
<A On the 6th of Jotobar 19bb*

Q At the time you arrived at t'ha monastery what did you see?
A Pictures were deabrjyad. and chairs wcr& upset if

4 Aer« there ajy member a of your order here at boat time?
A There were two msmberc, aere, Don Jf'i9 Agostino and Jjon itaui&n. A fw

later another member 01' tha order arrived, -iis name is Don Ulabrii

Q Did another group of your members return. aometiuKi in Moveiober 19Ui
A Xes.

Q Old a third group return during tne month of *&j
A

(4 Jas tois third group the one that had been in Germany? ,
A *es.

i

Q Do you know of your j^n knowledge aj Lo »hat occurred in Massa and
Carrara?

A Mo*

QPP.RFT
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Q Do you know Bina Martino?
A Ics, he was my superior*

•

Q What can you tell us as to what probably happened to hiaV
A One of the civilians who helped us to bring the bodies that were bt

today- told ma that tow men were located near a destroyed house and
asked ay superior to let me ga to investigate and see if I am able
recognise the bodies as being those of Bina «tortino and fiernardo Me
da Oca. I have not been able to go so far.

Q Do you know Bgger Francois and Clare Adrian?
A I saw the dead body of ii^or IVuncois iu -iasoa and 1 have two of hi

gold teetji in my possession. .1 also saw the body of Clero Adrien*

Q Were you able to tell how they were killed?
A I noticed that Kg^er Francois and Clero Adrieu had bullet holes in

heads*

Q Is there any other information about the othar bodies contained in
notes?

A I saw and recpgnized the bodies of Adriano tompagnon, Benedetto Le]
Gabriele «feria Costa, Alberto Koabach, Giorgio Maritano, i&ouele Ne
Bruno D'Aoioo, and Maffaelg Conterò. I recognised tneai from among
teen other bodies*

Q Is there airy other information that you can give us?
A Ho,

The questioning of this witness was discontinued at 1215 hours, !
19li5* snd continued at ^aesa, -Ctaly, Ì7X hours* 25 May 19U5, after ti
witness was reminded by the Coundaaiooer .that he was still under oath*

f

Q Since leaving the Monastery yesterday have you learned anything coi
earning the two missing fathers, Hinz martino and Bernard» Contee x

A Learned aosca people we re'buried iu a nearby cemetery and if I ooulc
at tholr teeth, ~aybe I could identify them.

Q Have you, since leaving Certosa di Farneta yesterday, received any
personal effects of the two uissing fathers und if so which one?

A Yes, I have received a robe, belt, rosary, and crucifix, and a hanj
chief*

' Q Are you able, to state to whom that robe belongs?
A I am sure that this robe belonged to the superior father, Bins Mart

and the belt also becuaae he was a largo man and the belt is «spec!
large*

9

Q Did you find any personal effects belonging to Uernardo mbntes de (
A I am aura this hankerohiaf doee iiot belong to Bina Martino, but it

longs to ose member of our order*
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Testimony of i fra Palio Quninti, Certosa di Farneta, Commune of Luce
————— —— Italy.

Taken at» Certosa di Farneta, Commune of Lucca, Italy*

Date» 2U May 19U*.

Present» Lieutenant Colonel BDWIV S. BOOTH, JAGD, Commissioner,

Teohlnelan Fourth Grade Albert L. Moore, Headquarters and "eadqt
Company, Fifth Army, was sworn as reporter*

Private First Ulass Robert G. Passigli, Headquarters and deadqiu
Company, Fifth Army, was sworn as Interpreter*

(The witness was sworn)
Questions by the Commissionert

Q State your name, your age* and your residence?
A Fra Palio Quninti, 52 years, residing in Certosa di Farneta, Commi

of Lucca, Italy, -
Q Were you living here in this monastery during the early part of Sf

ber 19UUT
A Tes, I have lived bare for two years*

4 Were you present this morning when three of your order testified *
what happened during September 19kk when the German troops arrive<

A les.

Q Were you present and did you accompany them from Certosa di Parnsl
Nocchi?

A les.

Q Is there anything you can add or any change you can make in the ti
mony of the other three witnesses, Nicola Gantitera, Giovanni Batti
Abetini, andTomei Ferruccio, concerning the arrival of the Germani
at the monastery in September 191*1*?

A Bo.

Q Did you remain witti them all of the time they were at Nocchi?
* *es.

Q Did you accompany Giovanni Battista Abetini and Nicola Gantitera i
they left Moochi?

A les, we left together to Carrara*
Q Under what circumstances did you leave Carrara and where did you t

EXHIBIT «IP (.UNINTI
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A A Gsrman sergesat asked us which ones wanted to work and ten of us
we wanted to work and we were sent to Carol*

Q Up until the time you left Carpi how many people were taken from t
group and not returned?

A I don't remember, but I do ,know that trucks were leaving every day
of people*

Q After you arrived at Carpi did the Germane commit any form of phys
violence against any member of your group that you know of?

A No, but the Germans are always brutal in their ways of doing thing

Q Tell very briefly what happened to you and the o£her nine people y
.left with up until the time you returned to Certosa di Farneta?

A Before I left Carrara I wae interrogated by the chief of Police of
38 and a sergeant of the militia was present* By various means of
portation we finally arrived in Berlin* In Borila we were sent to
clearing station. Then we were sent to an airplane factory. Ther
worked twelve hours a day. We were split up in Berlin and kept in
pus establishments, but under the same name* we traveled everyday
two hours before we reached our destination of work. We had soup

. . and sometimes a couple of potatoes each* We had no medical atten
and 'one time I had piles and I asked for a doctor and instead they
me a Gsrman nurse* They eompeled me. to undress and receive medica
tentlon from the nurse*

Q During the time you were with the Germans did they exercise any ph
forse over you and attempt to or threaten to kill you in any manne

A I do not have any complaint to make only that they were brutal*

Q Is there anything besides what you have stated that would assist u
the investigation of these German acts*

A No*
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Testimony oft Anna Barsotti* Monte magno (Piopetti) Province of Lucci

Taken at» Monte magno (Piopetti) Province of Lucca, Italy*

Date» 2k may 191*5*
Present» Lieutenant Colonel EDWIH S. BOOTH, JAOD, Commissioner*

Technician Fourth Grade Albert L. licore, Headquarters and usadqui
•Company, Fifth Army, was sworn as reporter*

Private First Glass Robert tì. Passigli, Headquarters and "eadqm
Company, Fifth Army* was sworn as interpreter*

(The witness was sworn)

Questions by the Commissioner»

Q State your name* your «ge, and your residence?
A Anna Barsotti, 20 years, residing at Monte asgno (Pippetti) Provin

Lueoa, Italy*
Q Were you living hers about the luth of September 19UU?
A les.
Q About that time did sou» German troops bring some Italian civilian

into-this area? •
A lea.

Q Aftai the Germane moved Into this area did they give any orders to
people of this locality?

A lea, they gave them five hours to evacuate the town*

Q Did you leave the vicinity after they gave that order?
A lea, I left the town and went to Goubittelli.

Q How long did you remain away?
A i remained away about ten days*

9

<4 When you returned to this vicinity did you observe any bodies of i
in this vicinity?

> les.
Q How «any bodies did you see?
A Thirty-tw!.. altogether*

Q Were any of these bodies the bodies of «omen or cldldren?
A No, they «ere all old men*

Q Were any of those bodies the bodies of catholic priests or monks?
A No.
EXHIBIT "0" . Barsotti

000043



Q Were you able to tell how any of them came to their death?
A The father-in-law of ay sister, Din! Corrado, was hanged by the no

because there was a red iqark on his nook like there had been.some
tied around it*

NOTB» Various people in the vicinity stated that about thirty-two pa
were banged to the. trees near the Massa road Junction #1226j il
reading, U065060.-

Q Did you see any marks of identification on the uniforms of any of
German soldiers who were in this vicinity?

A Bo. •

Btaaarn
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Testimony of» Lombardi Giodi, Oualdo, Province of Lucca* Italy.

Taken at» Monte Magno'(Piopetti), Province of Lucca, Italy*ei*MwaM*iM***wmw»« i

Date» 2k May 191*5.

Present» Lieutenant Colonel KDWIN S. BOOTH, JAGD, Commissioner.

Technician Fourth Grade Albert L. Moore, Headquarters and Headquart
Company* Fifth Army* was sworn as reporter.

Private First Class Robert O. Passigli, Jleadquarters and haadquarti
Company, Fifth Army, was sworn as interpreter.

(The witness was sworn)

Questions by the tioumiesionert

Q State your name, your age, and your residence?
A Lombardi Giodi, 75 years, residing in Oualdo, Province of Lucca, Ita:

Q Were you residing in this vicinity during the early part of Soptembei
A Yes.

Q During that period of time .did the German soldiers bring some I ballai
civilians into this area?

A I did not see them brought here?

Q Did you see some Italian civilians who were killsd?
A les.

Q How many civilians did you see that were dead?
A I counted to twenty-seven, maybe there were more* ,

Q Tell briefly what you observed and the condition of the bodies when j
eaw them, and also how they were, killed?

A They were all killed by hanging with wire*

Q Did the bodies have any bullet holes in them? .
A Everyone had bullet holes in them?

Q How long had they been dead as far as you could tell?.
A By heresay, I heard they were killed in the night and I went to look

my son the next morning*

Q DO you know from what vicinity the Italian civilians came from?
A Nocchi.

Q, Did you know any of these people that were killed?
A Tea, I knew one of them by the name of Dini Corrado*

EXHIBIT "F« ornnr-T CEODI
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Q Was there any women or children among the group killed?
A There were no women or children*

Q Were there say members of the clergy among them?
A Bo, they were all civilians*

Q Do you have any information of the German units that were responsi
for these killings?

A I don't know of say*

•Q Is there anything further you can tell us relative to the manner i
which these people were killed or why they were killed?

A Ho.
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Testimony of» Uraliani Silvio, Villa Oraziani, Nocchi, Italy*

Taken at» Villa Gragiani, Nocchi, Italy*

Date» 2U May 191*5*

Present» Lieutenant Colonel EDWIN S. BOOTH, JAGD, Commissioner*

Technician Fourth Grade Albert L. Moore, Headquarters and "eadqui
Company, Fifth Army, was sworn as reporter.

Private First Class Bobert G. Passigli, Headquarters and Headqua:
Company, Fifth Army» *»s sworn as interpreter*

(The witness was sworn)

Questions by thè Commissioner t

Q State your name, your age, and your residence?
A Grsslani Silvio, Villa Orasianl, Nocchi, Italy, 58 years of age.
Q Were you residing in Hocchi during the months of August and Septsa
A Yes.

Q During that period of time were there some .Gsrman troops billeted
the town? •

A Yes, for one month and twenty days.

Q When did the group- leave?
A I do not remember.

Q Would that have been early in September 191&?
A Yes, I believe about the Uth of September.

Q What was the sise of that German unit. Was it a regiment or divis
or what was it?

•A There were about seventy men including officers, and about ten tre

Q What «as the name of the commanding officer?
A- General prisolli.

Q During the time the German soldiers were here were there any Itali
civilians brought here?

A Yes, a few..

Q During the time General Crisolli was hare was any of them harmed?
A No, Just interrogated. Two women were killed, a mother and daugb.1

named Nardini, and a priest from Florence. This priest was kille(
cause he was helping the partisans* «

EXHIBIT «Q« . O C Ml C T SILVIOSECRET
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Q After General Griaolli and his men left did some, other German units
• iaf

A Yes*
Q What unit was it? •
A The German SS. • .

<j How do you know?
A I am sure they.were*

Q Do you know the manes of aoy of the officers oi' this unit?
A Mo*

i

Q Do you know the number of the organisation? „
A No.

Q Tell us anything you know of the imprisonment of people in this bui
while the SS was here?

A The next day after General Grisolli left, about 11100 in the mornir
German SS brought two truckloads of Halian civilians,- priests and
and put them in tMs room* (The testimony of this witness was ,takt
room of a building in Nocchi, which was the property of the witnesi
was next to his villa) The next day the Germans made another round
operation in the vicinity and brought some more civilians to this t
ing and when it was full they put the rest of them la another nearl
building. These people were struck by the Germans whenever they we
pass by them on their way to the latrine. They -put people on that
bench (witness points to work bench abo~t six feet long and three i
wide) and beat them with clubs* I heard that two of the people wei
killed that way.

•

Q How long were these people held here?
A Four days.

Q .Were any of the people that were brought bara about the 1st of Sopì
member of the clergy or monks?

A les.

Q How many of them?
A I only noticed three*

Q How many people were there altogether?
A Between three hundred and twenty and three hundred fifty people*

Q Were those all men or were they women and children?.
A I don't know. I am sure, a woman was forced to stay here*

Q Do you know wnether any of the people who were here at that time w<
killed by the Canons?

A As far as I know there was only one killed on the table.

SFERFT SILVIO
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Q Do you know anything about two monks being killed in this vicinity!
A No.

Q Is there anything further you can tell us that will help us to idei
the German units that were here the lith of September?

A No.

SILVIO .
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COMMUNE OF LUCCI
i

OFFICER OF VITAL.STATISTICS

LISTED IN THE DEATH HECESTRT OF YEAR 19̂ 5 UNDER NO. 1*8, PART IIG,
OFFICER I.

IT IS CERTIFIED

THAT ON THK DAY k September 19bU, IN the locality of Piopetti «iontemi

DIED Oiorgetti Deania, 31 II&RS OF AGE, RESCUE.*? OF S. iiioario in Moi

BORN AT S. Maoario in Monte, DAUGHTER OF Giuseppe AND OF Bertoluoc:

Elvira; married to Allegrini Giuseppe.

DOCUMENT BY THE GOUKUNAL AUTHORITIES
RELEASED upon request of the Allied

Command •

LUCCA, 25 May 19̂ . OFFICE CHIEF
/s/ Illegible '

The following certificates are similar except as to names and i

Fogli Alberto 2k years
Bertolucci Carlo 16 years
Bertolucoi Guiseppe 22 years
Maffei Ubiseppe 19 years
Presenti Bruno 36 years
Lippi Luipi 50 years
Goturri Adriano 33 years
Dalla Bioli Bruno 30 years
Andreuooetti sartine 38'years
Vannuechi Dante 3d years
Cosci Gino UO years
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0 0
0 0

P «aWUAKlWS FIFTH ARMI
I

. Subject» War Crises

NO.
JA 0-2 28 May 1* Information is requested as to the tiet

and nasse of the onemendlng officers Located at
Osrtosa* «occhi, Oenalors* and aessa between 1
19i»U and 10 September 19Uu

2* Informatlom received is that a unit oc
by a General GrlssUl was stationed at Hocchi «
lleved by a unit of the SS on or about the «th
ber 191A.

/s/ Albert W* Johnson
ALBERT W. JOHM90B
Colonel* JAGD
Army Judge Advocate

0-2 JA 29 say 1. The following Gsratn units located ne I» i
. 1945 ftHXUU, UAMAIJtt, MASSA during the period 1 Seyl

.Sept* 19uUt
Vie LI CERTOSA» 2 Sept.

16 Sb Arty Bsgt
COt Obstnatmfhr liTAMi*

16 ^S Assault (tan Bo
CO I Lt* Col HKUKtiBKLO

Vio MASaAOOBAi IX) sept,
Above teo unite and 35 &i PO Regi*

CO Obetvmbnfhr BECKEu
36 3S PU Rsgtt

CO» Stmtbfhr jffiXEtt
m :AASaAROSAi 11 dept*

16 SS Arty ssgt
16 3d Aesault uo Bn
35 S& PG Rtfit
36 Sfi Kl H gte

2. («n. «: ISOUC was 08 of 20 utP Field 01 v. ':
. Arty Regt sad 39 OAF inf Be&t of this divisioa
Sept* Between Lussa 4nd Pess l̂la*

/a/ M Isses Fineher, ^
for EDWIN ft. .XMIAXD

-S-
SFRRR
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List of German names found on sheet af paper by War Crimes. Gomadssio;
Lieutenant Colonel EDWIN S. BOOTH* JAOD, In the Villa Grailani, in ft
Italy, on 2U May 19U5» This villa was formerly occupied by the Oermt
during the latter part of August and the first part of September 19J*1

General

1st Lt.

M/SGT

2nd Lt.

Inspector

JA

1st Lt Mod

Major Mod

Inspector

1st Lt*

Crisolli

von Platen

Andree

Grabsch

Bumsack

Dr. Bartela

Dr. Rommel

'Vitsberger

Krause

Glllltser

EXHIBIT "T" SECRET
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ss. • • . •
« ? : • • - • ' - • • •

AfO itali US A***

C E R T I F I C A T I ,

X certify that on the tUth day of May 1*10 at Gertosa di ran»*
Certosa, Italr, Nicola Cantitela, Giovanni Battista Abetini, Tossi I
do, Fra felfe attinti* sud ti Monte Hague (ristetti) Province of &
Italy, Anns Butteftfti* «Mfcsvdi Olodl. sad st Hocchi, Italy, (toasiard,
Silvio, and on the 25th day of Hay l$li5 at Massa, Italy* Tomai Perni
personally appeared before as* « oommtesioaer dulgr desigaated by oos
sfdsts* sad testlflsd under eath| that as aooueed was present for t
reason that neither the indication of an aooused nor the fast of aa

or war orims were eartabliahed prior to the eonveniag of

Place i Oardoae -fc Bams»

Date» 6 June 1>US _______ Beak» Lieutenant Colonel

SECRET
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HBADQUARSBRS SO» 1752
flfTH ARMI

SE03?IQJf
DK*AK2l!OSH2 .51 May 1945

Translation of attacked document follow e i

; ROUgE RSaUMEB Of IBS li

Hight of 2 September 1944* Capture of Certosa. The Broths* a a*
ere the first to be stopped at the entrance of. the Church? the
fathers were then stopped in the Ghftar of the Ghuroh, and the whole
group of them were conducted to the parlour at the entrance of the
Church* Boring the night* civilian? who slept in Certosa v/ere
rounded up, and were gradually massed into the couft-yard at the
entrance .
a September (Day time), She religious community is taken Into the
family ohapsrel. Certain .civilians, who were dressed in religious
garment a, are taken there together with the Fathers» 'At a, certain
point* civilians are -forced to go out, and by mistake, Don Francesco
and fr. Suido, Carlo* £?o out with themt, in the courtyard at the
entrance, they were loaded on trucks together, with all the civilians
and with fathers Priore and Maestro, and left. The remainder of the
community left at noon- time* Father procuratore remains at the
Certose in feraeta in order to' give information desired, then
was taken, during the evening to goin the others» FT- Agostino
remained to watch the monastery*
2 - 6 September. Xn e large room of an oil-press ai* at the
flocchi locality in the commune of Oamaiore» During the evening,
23 of our men (not religious) ere killed. Order of departure was
given et dawn of the 6th; The following men' were retained at the
entrance j father Priore, father procuratore, father Maestro,
father Bernardo* She 11 civilians were conducted to Oamaiore.
On the 7th of September, they headed for Hesse, on loot, and there
they were sent 'to the city jell, father priore and Don Marnar do,
unable to walk, remained at Cemaiore» They also may have been taken
1fo Massai ilo doubt, but we ere not eertnin»
Oarrarat 6-25 September* On the '. 6th - She following 8 religious
persons j Don Adriano. Don Benedetto; fx» Adriano.̂ Ir. Alberto,
fr» Olorglo, fri Michele, fr. Bruno, fr. Raffaele, were separated
froa the others, immediately upon arrival at Oarrarasono, and
were taken to the 3 ail of Masse*
6-8 September t 3?he religious persons/a Don Korberto Sieger,
Don Luigi Palassi, Don Agostino Taste, Don Martino fami, Don
letale Cianciale, I*. Stefane Rossi, fr. Guido Perciò, fr. Carlo -
2«nldic, fr» Ambrosio Bertolozssi, fr* Guiseppe Maria De Yinoeneft,
fr* Oorrade Righi, fr. Agostino Lucie tti (junior), being able
%o work, are retained atk the J.*I«V.-A.I*£* building.
6-12 Sept ember t The religious persons, father Vicario? Don
Antì«lmo Ceni tior, - Don Prance eco Urro, Don Lanaino Sai' do 6, . '
Jen Bruno Ugolini, Don Gior. Battista Abetini, fr« Antonio Sabelliool
Fr* Paolo Quinti, .fr* Francesco Zlebeo, fr* Giovanni Bona, fr*
asertele stozlr, not able to work, ere taken to the Dogali
•serf Éeìta* - - - - ,
On the 8th of September, Don Lenulno, fr* Antonio, Francesco, and ;
Peolo, stated that they were capable ofr doing light work, and were
then essembled with the other able workers. During the evening
of the 8th, the able workers leava for Jo aeoli, -located near Carpi*
On 12 September, the fathers Vicario, Don Bruno, end Don Gdov.

Ute, are 'freed and sent to Pontoemoli* to 35 Septeaber,
Ftenoesoo, fr« Giovanni, and Pr* Gabriele, are freed , and •

gasats to the Oeftonico Yincentelli* -v|i9Migevi Bx«tìution of 30 persemE, eaonget whom
Certosini. Shèy were i Father priore* Don Martino Bine.

ftftlfcg) Patker Procuratore Don Gavriele Maria Costi, age 46.
thòr Maestro Don Pi« Maria Eggeri age .59» ftrieifc? ' nfe»ntee de Oca «iehop), age %gj Tene »aileii| Dòn - 000054

Cotepagaan, ege TÔ /fseenokt'.»»! Benedetto Lepueate,
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Vote, age 56, Italian) fr. Bruno D'Arai co, 'a gè 60, Italiani
fr. Raffaele Conterò, age 50 (approx.), Spanish* .-
Carpi, 10 September: The fathers Norberto, Luigi, Agostino,
Lonuino, Tortino, and Natale, are freed through the efforts of
the Bishop of Carpi, who takes then under his custody»
Carpi, 18 September t 3Jhe 10 religious Brothers leave for Germany
under collective contract* .

.OP gga CERTOSA of ..
capture ' ' - - •. ' . . •• ' ' '

0$ the nifjht o£ the 2nd of September, we assembled at the. usual
hour for, the service chant* "' , xAn unusual little sound does not stir the curiosity of anyone,
nor does it arouse apprehension, for we are far with our thoughts
from the reality which is, being prepared* Our minds are full of
praise to the lord instead » meanwhile, the earth is engulfed in
the silence of the night. ' • . . „ . - xSomebody noticed the shadow of a German soldier, at the entrance
of the door which leads from the cloister, to the Choir of the
Brothers) ho was intent in watching the passage of monks* But the
eight of aermans passing through. the building was by this ..time
common. At the Church, others noticed fchat father1 Maestro had *'
gone to the Choir of tné Brothers, instead of occupying his. ploce,
and overheard an& excited discussion* 'We later learned that the
Sacristan Fathers were the first» ones, et the Chureh, to receive
the unpleasant surprise of .the unusual aacoonter, and Don
Benedetto also suffered a ftice injury when, he attempted to call
for help. ' '

A patrol of about 20 30 men, led bj some persons, who were
completely familiar with' the outlay of the house, and attire of the
ouBtftme of the community, arrived et thè entrance somewhat before
2 530 i end knocked et the door. Fr. Michele without opening the
door, xs£i±*jt asked, "ino is it?" - A familiar voice answered,
"Brother, It is I, I am about to leave, and have to give a package
to father Maestro" - "Wait while i .go' call father Prociiratore » -
"That is not necessary* • « * « «and .then, I am in a harry.**"* $he'
good monk is quickly convinced and opens the door, but instead
of finding himself faced by a friand, he found himself threatened
fcy teas barrel of a machine gun, an&'was intimated to keep ojttlet*
4&UB, the petrol entered, and rapidly took control of all accesses.
She Brother e, who descend toft the nocturnal services, are stopped
et the entrance of the Church, where also father priore had been
stopped, end were conducted into the email per lour" of the porter's
lodge* Then came the turn of the friers* 'We were, es X have
previously mentioned, already in the choir, awaiting the signal to
start, when suddenly two soldiers abut the door of the transenna,
while another entered with m resolute steps through the choir -
door. Be aimed the rifle, end shouted, "Hands up, not e sound,
I will ehoot enyone who makes the slightest attempt to escape,
«et out! "8 f* left the benches, which were in the center of the
chttTeh, always keeping our banes above our heads» following a
brief exchange of words in German, f ether MAS sir o ««plained that
ime Bolaiars he'd come, beeeu&e they had been informed that Weapons
wet** being concealed in C art oca, end that therefore, there wee
n* rsaeonl lifer fear, and that it would be BtfBE*«ftm$«x advisable

calm and obey* These instraotiene were followed
ly. We lowered our hands, end were eleo conducted into

$o* entire community wee a$$loa«& into en approximately
rtrtef apace, end ta*y were then coiaplate master e of the

on. Ihey began e real aanhtuat, Just as doge hunting for
' • '
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Meanwhile, we were hoping that we would be permitted to

return to oof Choir for the service chant, but goon realized that
our hopes were in vein. Our «enricee that night ooneieted only
of that lew preying to which we ell had spontaneously resorted,,
with oar eyes end our minds fixed to e point well beyond the*
nsrrowneaa of those cloee walls, in en attitude, X would say,
angeli e, but done without ostentation and without human respect*
We fere already crowded, and yet our number increased from time"
to time with the arrival of those who, dispensed from the watch,
were then roughly awakened by the shouts of the soldiers, and by
the knocks on the,door, and rudely conducted to join the group<
so rudely, in fact, that several f»lt the butt of the rifle, others
descended half dressed; #r* Antonio was chased out of his. cell
with baarely his shorts on*

Silence wee compie te | the order, in fact, had been very severe*
the little soldier who was guarding us, a poor beardless boy>
could hardly keep wake. Bach time he awakened with a et art,
lie Instinctively imposed silence, apparently using the command
es a means to-reawaken from time to time* -

Suddenly, an SCO appeared at the door, end having noticed
that an individual was-moving his lips* said, «Hey you*.* Whet
«eve you 'to telk about* I sey** - "But 1 am not'talking*1 * "Silenoel
Ì say I - If you don't know now to follow orders, I'll teach yottf
you are not the first one wearing that robe who has passed through
ay hands. Sit down, ell of you.} " 'We immediately wanted to show
aim that we knew how to obey orders^ btit it was impossible» Iho
floor-could not accomodate eli of us. Several had to sit on the
table, others under, others on the window sill, oatside'the
door, end yet there were others who were still standing, end on
thslr fcfteeg. We also had to beg in order to gain accese to the
adjacent toilet* '

At 8 o'sloek, we were finally taken from there and conducted
into the Ghepel el the laro there* We were very thankful for this, ,
beoeuee It tane emabled as to celebrate the Holy Mass and jteeeive
toly Communion. It wee the first Saturday of the month* We left
atta? famine end went to the Chapel of oar Mother, in order to seek
solace tn that place of joy. ead to embark on that unknown trip
to which, rarom tke very start caused ao many tears to be eh«4V
$&e Madonna eestted to be In the midst of ue* She last Hied dor
««irte with BO aaifcH faith that I am aure efts did net leave ue for
e single Instaatj «he inspired ue with sufficient strength to
£e&« ear sacrifice with hilarity and 3oy in accordance with the
will of the Lord. -

This la not a tardy reflection,, inserted here et the opportune
momenti it represent» the unanimous ««ntiatents we felt during those
«early aoeWtttt f&* following will demonstrate how oar hopes were
tt** itipe d*isu»iezL*t

At a eerlela point two Germans entered and gave the order to
stop the ceremony. There wee e moment of angttlshing perplexity
tee ta the fact that the Holy Mess had already coamenoed. However,
it tumeA ©ttt to be e mieonderstanding since apparently they
««rely wisked the rituals to fee suspended temporarily* In fact
without pairing any further attention to the father delivering Mass,
they turned to ue and etetedt "All those who have civilian clothes
in tb**r*ee**.*.*«Gtttl". About ten persone mede their «it. She
Oae»«l OS»» «Jtìkln returned to o eia* Meanwhile, eo&e brutal eoenes
we*! tefcdng plaes in the hallway. Brief intarrogatloni- «tou «
Ta» «re yoa.;* Wfcy do you wear this garb;*.»* One of the persons
is «iv*a particular attention* fie ia placed with hie back to the
well eaà e rifle is pointed et his etotteoh, "Whet ie your name " -
*"*" - |H „ ^ uaax. befittiag e forest wee heard end wee fallowed

near* whioh wear mads in haraia tone a while the man sternly
, - ^ a*| WI mi capable of identifying you. even though you are

ié|éd ifc titie »ena*r% Ine fersoae were ti»n eemt to. their
lie to «ks*e« taeir ganssnts, eeea one of them eooompenied
e vftlAiar* tee «Iteuld Jmeve seen the way those «en behaved i
Ltij|« ta»«« tmfortajwitd yeraons with the Batte of their rifles
àrder te keep them moving et e feet pace I
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AB soon as they were ready they joined the other groups, which
consisted' of clergymen who had been rounded up in Certosa daring
theinight, end who op to that tfcme, had been kept under surveillance
in the courtyard at the entrance, by means of mahkine gone»

Hot ell the fathers had time io celebrate Holy Mess» At
about 11 we received the order to get ready to leaver Where to:
We were informed that we were to be conducted to another convent.
We certainly received en unpleasant surprise when we were asked
to remove your Holy Clothes end change into civilian garments,
which were being furnished to as by the Germana themselves. A
Bishop who eaw us in that attire (he later informed us), judged us
to be thieyes and beggars in quest of fortune*

We tried to preserve as much of our Holy Garments as possible,
everything with the exception of oar tunic and Cap, Some of ue
even succeeded in saving the belt and crown.

let OB Instinctively recall the last days at Certosa end
think to ourselves t "At the time, our Fathers were treated at
least with a little respect f they preserved their Holy Clot her a and
had the liberty of going where they want ed j now, instead......!

She evacuation of' Certose was 'carried oat rather hurriedly.
9Jhe group of civilians, approximately I0et left at an unspecifiedhour, together with two Superior fathers, Tenor able fathers Priore
end Maestro, end a few clergymen*

The remaining fathers end Brothers had been earlier conducted
to the refectory in order to consume some foodt they were granted
5 minutes to go to their stalls to pick up anything they desired,
were then lined up and escorted to the gateway* Brother Agostino
was left to guard the house in view of the fact that he .was lame,
and also because the Sergeant, who played the principal role
in this tragedy, was en old acquaintance of hie family's.

We departed et noontime* The tower bells chimed the ilo or e -
it was -the only remaining sign of life» the prayer bells were
silent, the voices of the choir were silent * this was because
the stores end the Church were deserted* As a matter of fact the
Sacristan father consumed the sacrespecle (fioly food*), even
though he ned not faeted, daring the period of time we had been
granted to go to the Ohapel of Relies in order to pick up the yeses
end house-hold goo de* Ì

The beautiful Madonna in the courtyard remained there to keep
guard, -and see that the nest of her beloved ones, who were to
return, yes, certainly were to return, be saved from destruction.

The trip was brief end without incidents, with the exception
of a few who suffered greatly with their atomach doe to the
movements of the vehicle end to the continuous jolting of the
orowd, which together with the dust of the road rendered the
sollocatlng* -

Hocchi will remain indelible in the memories end in 'the
hearts of all those who survived the brutal slaughter» it io like
those wounds which cicatrize but never heali it ie one of those
episodes which very rarely returns to a man* e life*

The vehicle came to a belt and we dismounted. W« glanced at
our surroundings* JTo bell tower, no building which had the aspect
of a monastery» Bat where is the convent

-They mede ae enter e large room, located at a short distance
away, which considering ite siae we judged to be a warehouse
situated on the upper floor of a smell oil-press. A savory
eoeae took place et the entrano e i A father had taken a portable
typewriter along with Ma, following- the assurances of a &erman HOO
that it would not be taken away from him* Instead, e soldier weeing
the unusual bagage. stops him and asks him to open it* This is
followed by an exclamation of delighted amaeement on the part
of the soldiers, who immediately took possession of the object
in Question* Naturally, objections were raieedm bat the only
response they received consisted of a few well pleoed kicks.
*X attributed too much importance to it, and therefore the lord
.decided to deprive me of it", this was the only comment passed DPI firm?
«r the .oaf or tonate fatner. Upon getting inside, much to our uyuuo/
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astonishment i we found our Superior Tethers end the group of
civilian*, who hed preceded u«j tfe&s wee indeed an agreeable-
«Hi-prise, «vem though the oir^emstemoes-werenot' too pleasant,
sines, en one hand w* saw c«r superiors, for whom* ire were «ore
concerned the» fer rarw&t**V agein, but on the other hand, our
hopes* for the convent promised to us, vanished for «ver*

fé made ourselves comfortable one et e time, placing ourselves
against the wall end the two fillers in the center which suppotot
the 4»ef* we set down on the floor and were thus finally settled
In our new $uartera* She lowering of the morale during th« initial
fee*?* wag alarming. "How long win we stay tare?,*. What will
they do te us "» 0ur ieolation, - and the exhaustion we felt
Atte to leek of feod end movement, was sufficient to affect even
the strangest of spirits* ** make the situation worse, the two
Mermen llejay with whom, alas* we were only too well acquainted,
entered the room* they leeked around with an «ir of contempt
end male de spar aging remarks* 'She veil had been lifted - their
attempts to behave courteously and politely had now been abandoned*

We-would have remained indifferent to their behaviour end
remarks, if it were not for the rifles slang «cross their shoulders, -
whieh impelled us to maintain silence. AS far as they were ooneerned»
whet else were we but cattle destined for the slaughter house'
ffere* men were casually selected from thè group and taken away '
with them* these three never returned*. We had always believed
that tfe*y had been sailed away for* an interrogation of a secret
•sture sud lied therefore been separated from us* but upon our return
wt w*ye taf orate A that their corpses sad been discovered at

district ef-OAMAIORS* She men were»- pellicci Pietro,
on"our property, f erne Bruno, our farmer, the third, a

" i whttBS marne we do not reaell. ,
ke*ved us some supper during toe evening* they supplied *>»

with £*wr «yeans with which we were to consume a pot of not end
hitÀsy eleo |p*Ye us a slice of bread which we were

to sTimllow that eiranlng» but which later turned out to
«Mb Zfeis interlude at «set** least served ee a distraction
raw W»*drrtBaate seals* end created an atmosphere of eerdiel

t a**w in intensity ae the days went

It i»
» it

. . . . . _ . days went by*
...... the fall of tusk we decided té accomodate oorselves

in the be |̂ matter poeslble, end stretched out on some «traw,
wtìie& wé dw^1fii*b.'Étteu ervenly* ' • ' • • • ' • '

•aid that a good nights rest always brings new thoughts ~
had some effect on those 'inconsiderate mem woo were

._,_i fer 0aa? plight* ,
It would not be an exaggeretioQ to state that the night wee

agitated fer seme and sleepless for others» "It-is something
aareibi* to'awakem in prison for the first time11, wrote Pellioo*
*«. hs^frts, did not undergo that horrible ejrperiemoe, probably
M te Ik» oeatteny we found ouraelvee in*

fitfe ta* wlrth of the new day we thought we weald try to
establish seme edrt of order for that life of seclusion we were •
tttw lettdjyag. We had seme breviaries in oar possession* «• hed

te a joiit of obtaining these during those 5 minutes granted to
>« go to OUT stelle* A group of'us gathered around father
Loir» te *e*ite «Wflsio Services", while the Brothers em« civilians

" ^ round fatMr Tiaaario for the mass recitation «f-
ffela t»ok pleee at dawn* Initially, while waiting

greeted in enr habilaal manner the fiely Sacrament
We taeugnt of asking tit» eiviliafte to Join us*
had already £e#«»e«n this amd acted eccerdlngly.

taf- 'trip, anticipating the future deaths of members
" imparted *ae*«m*utsl Abselutiea te eli the

the trunk* lev thet there was sufficient
. .-. .^,-_-^ te«r*ber with individaal Oo&fessieft wee to
»• eompielred* Ufais did not take long to do.
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I wee «u»d*y (5 Sept«ab«r) emd we were without mass and with-
out ee**J5S Sacrifice was t
tk* iord oould-adt fcewe fc*ftn fat aw*y from us» With the coming
of tfi» aéir tiV, seme li«%t was eleo «sat tot* the stole 5* *»«*••
fortunate beings. Xa view e* the fact that things seemed *»**
following a slow course, we started to be less pessimistic end de~
«ided to face our fete in a philosophical manner* ,

time, despite the kar&h treatment we suffered at the ;ft$&ds *
of the {guards* for exettple when they would about at us, *2»os« los,
vie presto», or wben they would jab us with their rifles, or for
tfcat matter when we would receive our rations which consisted of
* third edition of the broth we had been given earlier, we succeeded
in maintaining our good humor* ' J

«he spiritual life was in fall bloom* Oh, how beautiful were
the meditations we went through ell together under those conditions)
ffitath is said to be a great teacher and always-acts as a potent
stimulant* it was always there a$ our doorstep, waiting to receive
am order to be granted admittance.

We r»*« one of 1* ASymar's on the spirit of poverty.- "Moat
»$fe9fttpriate for the situation in which we find ourselves", oomaen-
t*d Wither friere* We mad been stripped of everything} no more
ftsmse* ao more sustemamasf we did not even have our robes anymore*
Dressed en we were, never-before had we been able to gaa« upon our
erueifix with as much joy. to say to Him, "Ihank you our iordj
We now are truly like yeprself» naked on the eroas1"*... The rest
Of its) dear *ee spent by us in praying privately and accesionally
in indulging in holy convereBtions. it was beautiful torn tee '.
small icrottys of persons gather epontenaooBly around the father, to
liste* tè Khs go*d words'.filled with unction end human wanathi a
trae belm for tke hearts^ a ray of light coming from the light of
«itrist* fatfesr friore observed everything trita satisfaction that
came «Cifom .fttep. wilKmisi him.* *

Our «Jseaflteble gesture, wE»ee object was that of sheltering
tfeose perseaa from OeVtose, hail f ailed i im fast, they now found

i^i» in * far mere deplorable sitaetion, thet which we had
to arala» Jut tbe ebeoading. «piritual charity coontereeted
ageay. Ine great Svengelical tmdth of ttunom

. . d mil of usi it controlled our spirits in a d
asjflit*r In feeing fee-fee. What value ̂ .eeuld anything else
A ye^tfe in |1» tfroap, sette time egQ. confided in me, "It seems
WS&Ì&31* imbéllèvabie that f»r eight cenascutive days we have
bfem llTfiig with, the certainty of being killed ia the near future,
£& y»t bjfa been able to meintein auch trenquillity end serenity

Our so^is". Dhere was most eertainly a fortffe within ue that
was not our own. • • . v '

All i&eidemt which worsened our situation took pl*«e om that
A Oermam vehicle which was- -passing by in our ere*, was
& by an individual eoneeeled beMnd a hedge» A medicei

_ was killed and th« driver was serieusli' wounded* teprisals
Were iam*aietBly taken and w«are savugely Inmtal* ibe whele area

wies rosjided up* Coring that day and the two
__, 300 more men were threma into our q,aearters,

it iJBj)oeBtble for everybody to stretch out et tue seme time*^^ .—„_ ..„„-„..... ...T. . at)t^g î,̂ ^ jjg WM m#tte>»«4 by
wfi» had w»i«t«a a platol ét^Lm, struck the head

. —— itfc.jrdinr t» deti»^ the «koi. g»i« Amweiy tidier
wteeby he ttaffereft head juries*

savage fcftwls* A sh»rt wnile later ;
*P»«*ef»««l i» their prese&ee* tae
n«w«tt» spasme end was abandoned to

scoraful lautiiter of t*s
A13L we eeuld do for <the poor fSkew, was

- 6 - '
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AJrseXtttian serriaes from a distanee*
» wt« dftcineted twice* the Iwo e e t i a s ,

me&ea im w5fcad^«nter the ree*.- look «rotind with eye» that «killed
us t»' the 'marrow* «Ad would casually. select men, trying to pick'
*k*ee. waem tjwy considered most likely to be partisans r anywey,
as fer ae they were concerned, we were, all partisene* Wiet
deurtesyt which oonelstsd of Insults and clownish laugater, we»
Aever leeking* . "Why did you shave the hair off your freed* «ay
be beeeust your Blvinity is more reeeptive to tke prefer» of per»
sons with «hey»n heads," fke number of victims was tbas ia**eassd
by twenty m$re persona. , Amongst; these. We must keep in cor Sa

the following* fresanti Bruno, driver 'at Certosa; Sente
our tailor end berberi Go eel tino, wortaaaaj , some of

victims wer* ksaged by means of a wire, tke heads «ere tied
behind with barbed wiref others were placed to,rest in pools of •
blood* fk« corpses remained unburied for several days and were '
later piled in two ditches* On 4 October 1944, the various relet*
iv*s were stole to recover the remains and transport them to tke
eemeteries of their-respective villages« Ih« sentinels, judging
by thtlr activities, «erlved considerable pleasure in treating as
witk disdain, on tiro occasions they set fire to the beard of a ,
deer fcretker of ours, merely for tke fan of it. frftoy do,y$tt
her» e beard*11 — "Because it is « rule of ours," - "Witkln *
few days you will have to shave it off*1* - MAs far es we are
o«ae*zne4, we are erem, prepared to die I" The brother underwent
ifee painful exaei'ieitce of having id.» beard burned, without battl*&
sm eyelid* A father was observed, sailing at tke boorish behavior i

e «t tke doer, waiting In line for kis turn to go out. «'smell
ptffcyersoeJc eeuìd be perceived emerging from kis pocket*

.__ *ae«re au****** (What Is this) By means of words end gestures
If -made ti» «oIdler understand that it was a prayerbook. «A**

e $k* soldier th*» took Mm aside* gave ham a heavy woodente «old witk kis a*»» «attended$ « «mill book was belemeed
end tke ftether was them ordered to perfora

«i tke beet of a aanet en**..,two...,one.... She laud
tke soltiers kept time to tke rytbm» Whenever the

iieerty guffaws could be heard, and the father would be '
efe on tke: h«ad wilsh th« cane, the exercise then contiausdj this
with the book held tightly between the teeta*- Boring the test,

ek l«t«t*A -beyond tke limits- of • k^saa enduranae - (eoceirdliig to
stuteaent mad» by a do e tor who wei| in the room), «elsa» aliases

th« room,-and tke ferv««t payers e«min« tr«ii tk» Iwerte
resent, gradually rose to tke Above» at tke «ad, the
t for the eomatoa trlamph could1 not be sappressei

is better-to be afeet*, Jtoa Bsmaafdo said la tkat eksx««terl«tie
e^'ef hls^ and tkat w»8 tke way it emded fer pee* leu 3*ras*«o,
tktsUi male kis eeerlfice of tke seaetifiasitiem «f tk« iMNBHmfeti-
iPtore was e mcaaeat when, we were stupefied by tke pain, «m****

by the switljiel who oeme ia and too * «way with him the two young-
est members of tke groupf two boy» barely 15 years of age. We• '
"""" ""ly prepared ourselves for tke worse» ajhe boysf iaeteed*

after a short while | as a-metter of fact, tke guards
them some breed and cheese In recognition fer ime work •

done in the nearby room*. It was the only gesture of
t »h«wn to UB by thè «ermans» end it Is with greet satis,
that w e emj^elzed this point. • • • - . -
spiritual ate©sphere in which we lived soon conquered

KSW eMiTSl*, Tina apo«tleetiip, for wksm the good iord seemed
kave r«fflt»r«d the Certo elans from Certosa, commenced there
tke shed àt Vecchi* fkie epostleskip continued throughout
*--• whale period of exllej carried tkem through fontremell.

end tke rest of the places, supporting them through,the
of misery caused by wart Barbaric - market of human fieskt

slewry existing under the cover of another name*
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Those poor people, in. thoee momenta of misfortune, felt
like \ve did, the need of God, In fact, God wan very close to them,
waiting for them with open arms,'ready to receive on JIÌM heart the
tears caused by tlieir affliction, to prevent them from gulping
then down, and running the risk'of converting them into profound
pe.in ?>nd black de operation. Oh, how beautiful wao the triumph
or Grace during those days! They all fervently joined in the mass
prayers. It was improosive to-i&s*«Uka listen to the choir of. those
virile voices? j the ciglia which came from their hour to rendered
certain pathetic vibrations which soothed the cotti, inspiring
everybody with tranquillity and faith. Confessions occupied tho
early hours of tl».e morning and the late hours of the night. Once
again wo had contact v;ith tho Lord through our pain, and renlinefl.
that ho \vt-n the instrument Saf the granting-of mercy and grace.

With'the first appearance of daylight, on. Wednesday, 6th of
September, we vere wvakr-ned for our dep.-rturc. This order did not
come an « surprise to us. -The previous evening the word had
gone around on thin matter, and it was supposed to be of tho utnost
secrecy; wo had heard that we Ccrtositins were to be the lant to
go out, beer.tine maybe we would be "ipso facto" liberated in tho
eventuality that the vehicleB could not contain uc nil* It was
merely a joko at our expense. They made uc go out in single
file, but when it came to our turn, fifteen monbero of our group
were kept back. These were the meet Venerable fathers Priore,
Procuratore, Maestro, and Don Bernardo (Bishop); the others
were civilians. They also detained-'two women j one war; tho maid
of the Par loll Prient of S. Alleo sio. Ttiicoa, who on tho morning
of the captare had gone to Certosa TO deliver a letter to Father
Procuratore, and wac thereupon immediately placed under «arrerrfc;
the other, a certain llnffei, had come to Hocchi in search of her
nephew, who unfortunately had "been killed in the decimation.
Soldiers with imfamoua scopes detained them, flattering them with
empty promises*

-Following our departure, the came - sergeant went to the large
room, whero the remaining persons v/oro, and said, "IJòu onl̂  have
one more hour to go". When he returned an hour later, however,
he found that they were rencty for their last trap; instead......
the calvary was to prolong itself still further; They were ' .
ordered to mount a truck, and taken to Camaiore, a short distance
away,-ond locked into a very small and lurid room of a demolished
house, where the;; remained until the following day.

On 7 September, thejy were removed frou that-toom ami placed
at the tail end of a column of rounded up people, and together headed
for Massa, on foot. Only Pother Priore nnd D.n Bernardo, who
stated that thej were unable to make tho trip on foot, were instead
conducted by means of a vehicle.- (This is a supposition on our
part of probably what took place, because since that time, we
have not received further news on their-account).

The two women remained at Camalore, and nothing further was
known of them* Only on 3 October, the corpses were found JJo, a
canal of the Montemagno locality, near Camaiore: worthy
enaffierated amongsf, their companions of S. Or sola*. '" *
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At Carrara thè rumore vere circulating that the ab&ve-onentioned eight old men had
been shot on the spot» immediately after their arrival on the morning of the 6th j
Instead however, they had been separated from the others and were sent on foot to
the* Massa jail.

The interrogation continued during the days of Friday and Saturjfasy and it seems,
but it "is not a certain fact, that several persons were mistreated. Following the
interrogation, the following three persons* Paaquìni Italo, Bèsellî  and Moscato
Qui do» irete removed from the cell and sent to the large room atartttj on the evening
o£ Saturday the °th, the above-mentioned three persons, together with Prof, Lippi
ITsfteesoeai and his two sons were sent to a group of workers located in the dispelof the jail. ~t~

the pitiless slaughter took place on the morning of Sunday the 10th* Around
9 o '0100k* the workers in the chanci were awakened and sent to the Dogali barracks-
at Carrara. The only Mocb persons that remained back,, was Profr, Llppi Franeeeconi.
When he asked to be sent to work together with his sons, he was answered, "A doctor
should Aet plow the fields".

About 30 persons were killed on that day, and to be precise* the twenty invar- ,
lides of the large room and the ten who had remained in the cells. These people
were killed in the outskirts of Massa* along a road, near a .bridge* and inside of
a care. The bodies were collected by the Public Health and Welfare Of floe of .the
city; some of the bodies were only taken care of several days J.ater,

W» are desolate not to have any information as to the last moments of our 12
beloved victims, on ^hat morning, a small German truck was seen crossing -the tona;
on it were persona with hopeless expression in their, eyes. In the room of the
jail's custodian, the Venerable Fathers Priore and Maestro were oomoelled before
the execution to take off their religious robe*. One of the robes IMS thrown across
the «all into the garden next to the Jail, and the other one wad apparently given
to the BUhop of Massa.

We ere certain that many of the eld peopOa ignored up to the last minate how
serious their 'situation «as. Death came to the» suddenly, but they, «ere not tmpre-

pftred. ft we* the feast of the Virgin of Mantenere, the Protectress of the livorao
and Atm&nla regions, the people could not take part in this feast as the Uawns
nere Being twttsid and the people were being massacred, but etili the survivors vere .
Invoking t&8 Rants* • KrtffsHt

At Carrara our group was being scattered. Our first ston was at site I.M.F.A.I.L.
building, w» were thirty In the religious group (of -which there was no eount of the
civilians)} .0* the gmcsd floor we started to seoarate thè groups, eight of the
oldsst men as «WttiWied above, were sent to Massa. Ohe Sergeant in charge, passing
«alii, "these people will have »6 better fatth than. the others"*

30oa -we arrived on the fiarety. and sent Into a large* S&ongst the previous rounded-
up peopl*V and w* wwf warned »at to appear at the windows otherwise we Would be
fired upon* as a Éa^Rs* of fa#* a few days previously, four peonie nere killed
because th«y had ignered the warning. The two youag -guards were hanpy J,o shoot at
any head tfhioh appeared at the window as targets.

Then the usual two chiefs appeared and paesi ipirta we were once again Insulted
with words full of peison Taut we listened In devouted silenee. For the main part of
tie, it was the last time we had seen each other. Then the order to divide ua into
two gxtfecps was given in the following meaner; peonie who were willing to work, to one
vide and tike other» ifco desire «v medic si examination, to the ether side. The group
of the people TÉ» were able to work were those as follow»! Fathers Don «arberto,
Bòn Itóigi, Don Agòétino, Don Martino, Don Natale; including the Brothers Aabrogio,
Qorradoj, Ouidb, Carlo, Stefano, aiuset>pe, Agostino. These were sent to the above.

floor and were locked in so as to 'cut off coramunioations with the other group,
& the room «here the sick neovle were located, around eighty* were the Fathers
Vicario* Don Ffaoieiieo, Don Ismulno, Don Bnaio, Don Oiov. Battista, and the Brothers
Giovanni, Antonio* f*ft2#> R-ancesao, Gabriele. At the same placer we received a
tie.it -.by a Boeto* *#• ̂ *e name of Tsdanaa, a good Catholic, who declared that we were

ary thinr •**•*•* to go for the best) instead. ..........
. • After h»lSae bl«l-»e*v*d a very small meal, those who were unable to work,

reduced to $£%r, were Hal to the Isgalt bars-asks, jt«t «k e few matejs away, and
co»tó»d to a dormitory utoleh was on the roof. Our faith still remained obtain.
IH* feeling irom the Headquarters in Carrara was blowing our way in an unf aith f«l Jij ;
Si Set «iigiit we reposed on the floor Jdstft.™ v«re oiled upon request >jr the daptain
if the SaLsSl Brigtóe, by the fl*me of gtangellsti, in order to be interrogated.
tttt iSrStto be^séated were Don taKtoiono and the brothers Gabriele and Francesco,

they were foreign bom. We did not see ttiem return. Jen
Don Vicario; Don Bruno and Don Qiov. Battista,
interrogation but to throw iMelte to J »

Pope and tTttaWiStl; . . . . .fo*tunately he stated he rejected the
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They entertained themselves by making fun of ours; robes and made disparaging
remarks concerning them* The strongest accusations wore made to Father Vicario,
because of his nature of work, was accused of being an accomoliss of Father
Priore. Ine interrogation having been finished, we were sent off to tho r>rison
to soend the night»

In the morning we were taken to a dormitory where we remained fbr a few days.
We were helped by the kind citizens who provided us with food and garments, but
above all, they showed deep sorrow and displayed their willingness to share our
ventures. The dormitory was soon changed into a santuary. & thè anàttg morning
we started the dsy off with prayer», held services of the rosary and meditation
occupied the rest of the day. one Father gave lessons in the eHfiOt Oateohlemc, to
ease the strain on the leisure momenta* In the evening, after the prayers and the
chants to the Blessed Virgin, «e closed the day. On the outside, the reports of
guns accompanied oar choftr. One night two bullets entered through the window of
our room and w» moved aside and continued.

In the afternoon of Friday the 8th, the Samtaellager compandor came and asked .
by means of an interpreter who were willing to work. Don lanuino and the Brother
Paolo> Francesco, Antonio said that they were at their disposal for light work,
Consequently, they were sent to join the group who were able to work, waiting for
departure from the I.H.P.A.I.L. building where they were located.

On Sunday the 10th, Feast del of the Madonna di Mantenere, Jtesus cene the first
tin» to visit us. m the evening even His Bkcellehcy the Moneignor Bishop of
Massa, brought the sad news thit at least one of our superiors has been executed,,
on the other hand he had good news concerning our liberation,

On Tuesday the 12th, Feast of the Name of Maria, three Saeerdottea: Father
Don Vicario, Don Bruno, Don fliov. Balista, were sent to pontreaoll to be at the
disposai of that Bishop, but were prohibited to return in that 'area.

The other throe, Don Francesco -ind the Brothers Datatele and Giovanni, were held
up till 2J> September, under much more serious and menacing conditions. And that is
ihat took plaee» On lit September, the same Sergeant of Certosa suddenly appaered
$& the barracks. Be easily recognised our three cottpanioas and sent them to a dark
room, together with other men infected with shameful and Incurable diseases | there
nere 19 persons all together held at the German Headquarters for eventual reprisals.

The fwlli&wlng day the liberation of all was annovmsed, as a result of the sudden
departure ef the Oerma» "SS".

Our tfetiee WtflpiBiEiima were the guests of Oanoaico Vincentellil the apod oriest
cried of cattato tion when he brought the onwiftat to the prisoners. They lived at
Carrara for ttte iesfrtw* In a very modest condition, due to the shorttage of food;
however, they n*r« always helped by the charity of the good people. 1he Comstune
oafte aiso'th t&ei*1 help V giving them 200 lire every ten dava for their personal .
«xpenttte. '

Brttttier (JteSttani performed the duties of the sacristan at «I» church of the
good priest) -ft̂ Sr ftefctfiele instead, remained all day In church in o#d*r to pray)
Son FPanoeoco took care of the dally food supplies and tried to obtain Information
concerning the barimi of our deed.

Hie $i£ttlai4*tt. slsfftttd signs «f sincere sympathy and they uttered regrets when
eafnea thathey leafnea that they had to return to the monastery.

POMREMDII

At J t̂ttaì0Ì3&» the Bishop took good cafe of the three Cartesian fathers. He gave r-
some if Ma'veimY slothes to the three fathers in order to have them dressed in a |

somgMhet decent manner ; several days later however, they obtained their own j<
saomrttotal vsBtriMiats. The population was very glad to have the presence of the j
three fathers, :

The nuns especially showed extreme hospitalitjr to their Certosian brethrea. The f
faifcefs «ade tìisaieelwSs very useful In the commune and were assigned very high sad

**n*!&aa dutie«| this was a sign of esteem the Bishop had for them. *
\it 4 1*4̂ " «*4e* a oeaeentration camp which contained persons who had been rounded

» was «pelieA In PWtóremoll, at the Cabrici Huns' Institute» The Certosian
iaaisdiatsiy took it upon themselves to inspire the unfortunate beings with
and faith. A bond grew up between these miserable victims and the noble

tt since they had consecrated so much of their tlae In that hew of t>aln sudmisery. ' '
it "*»s a matter of rejoicing for the Bishop whenever he could obtain the company

of the flthern on his daily walks, and during that period he would read holy books
andi veeite .the Rosary*

Otherwise %* day would be spent In prayer and study.
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The Beturn.
The prolongation of the situation gave a bit a anxiety to father

Vicario. Finally, after much praying and meditation end'to abide
by the exhortations of the Bishop to try to return, he removed all
doubts and made a quick decision. Father Vicario immediately contac-
ted Carrara by raeana of a letter. Upon receiving reply, Don Francesco
went bo Pontreraoli. Here he siede? arrangements for his croup to
depart. He sent a Father to Capri to notify the fellow brethren
an4 persuade them to start moving. Later, the Pontremoli group left
and-was Joined by Don Francesco, guided and protected by the kind
Patriots until bhey*aem reached tho front.

On this first trip the Lord demonstrated an aot of pitfty* Jniring
a rast In the refuge of tho Partleans, n Germa prisoner -attempted
bo escape, but was caught immediately* As he was warned in advancet
ha was bo be executed without a doubt* Father Vicario went to the
prison to (rive confession to the condemnmed. The latter demonstra-
ted real repebanoe and resigned to dia in a touching manner* As e
result of Don Francesco I's insistence, the prayer» of Father Vloario»
the commander (a fine youth) was Induced to suspend the execution.

The irony of Providence i That prisoner belonged tto the German
SS and was of Hungarian nationality, the same as the Sergeant who
carried out the capture of Certosa* Also at Pont remoli, another
Father had the opportunity to exchange cordial handshakes with
Capt Evangelisti*

On 21 Nov, day of the Presentation of Salnf Mary, after crossing
a ravine, we reached liberated territory travelling on poor roads.

The first night was spent In a poor kitohen at Mezaaazana, alt*
ting around a modest fire with tired limbs., Imnger, but with a thank-
ful heart.

The nexb day, a negro accompanied us to Serravezza where we
joined others bo be lead to Pietrasanta. Along the road, the column
drew fire from German emplacements. The two colored men who lead ua
ran for oover after the first shots, the others tried to hide
behind a house, a haystack, or in a ditoh. Our people, after a
ehorb sbop, considered ib wiser bo separate from-the column and,to
proceed on their own. In bhls manner they avoided being sent to. H
concentration camp which would have delayed their arrival ab Oortoaa*

They wenb, ab onoe bo the parish ptAe'fct of Pie trasalita who
listened bo their stories and prepared a meal as good as possible*
Refreshed now, after the long fasting, they proceeded b.o walk and
in bhs evening bhey knocked ab the Massarosa vickerage to find
shelber lor bhe night* The Holy Priest, Don Chicca extended them
all bhe hospitality witn. the heart of a brother and even, deprived
himself £eo« of his bed in order bo accomoda be bhe tired men.

The nexb morning, bhe prie ab was able to secure a vehicle and
brought bhem to Certosa. This was on the 23rd of Nov. The lioly
Madonna of Cortile received her returning a one and took them under
her divino protectIoni*

The Carrara group, Giovanni and Gabriele, had some difficulties
on the trip and had bo stay fox" a week in Vagli, a bown on the front
lines. On account of this, they oould reach Certosa only on ih o 2nd
of Dec.

THK CARPI GROUP.

Let us hear now the vicissitudes of the ^roup suited for work, as
* related by one of them*

The group ab Carrara was in the Palace of the I.iJ.l'.A.I.L*
• the|[ declared themselves healbby were looked up on the upper floor

Of the building, together with others who had manor nlnysioal defects*
. ia the midst of a number of seculars there were six Venerable
JP*Vfchers, such as, Don Norberto head monk, Don Luigi, Don Agostino,
i>0is Lanulno lower monks, Don Martino Sacerdote xiovloe, Don Natale
oeaon,and ten brothersj Brother Stefano converted novice; nowly
«anonized brothers Guido, Carlo.. Ambrosio, Gliiseppe, Merle, Paolo, 0 0 0 0 6 4
'"L"'~" leeoo, Antonio, and novices Agostino and Corrado.

These rooms were all empty and did not even Jnave a bit, of straw
m* At night we met in bhe same room, together with the farmers

^sa t& sleep on bhe ground, after having said the rosary*
"* there for almost three days. Later we/Were fcranspotfJbed



beyond tha Appeal*** to a worker*a oamp in Foseeli (diooese of
Càrpi). We notified the Diahop by sending him e letter describing
our situation.

The Gemeva €amp fonnendant, who was well disposed towards reli-
gious organisation, celled ue together on Sunday the 10th asking
who belonged to the priesta and who belonged to the .laborers.
In the meanwhile, the Secretary Don Qualdi arrived, and in the
afternoon the bishcp himaelf, His Excellency Msgr Viglilo della
Z-uanna, head of the Capuoiaea wearing their robea, shirts, efao*

Having received the permission by phone from higher Hq of
Bologna., Els Excellency could aahieve the release of the six Father a,
on his own responsibility, to Cerai* He could not obtain it for the
six Dearest Brothers» But he arranged that they should do work ,
collectively in auoh a way that they should leave together for their
next destinarti on, Instead of being separated and dispersed.

They.stayed another few days at the camp., Later, newa, was
received that they were et Lina, end le ter a till j the Hunoio in
Germany notified the Vatican that they wm in Berlin.

They embraced the liberated Fathers showing more Joy over the
fete of the fellow brethren than preoccupation over their own* They
sent a letter of thanks to the Dish op of Carpi invoking a prayer
and offering their suffering in order that God should purify the
souls cf those who served a a instruments,-

The Father» were treated vry hospitably in the Bp Is copies and
with the religiosa grò ops end aexgr & few daya later, all in reli-
gious clothing, went to the Seminary where they could live in
prayer and silence as much aa eireumstanoee per nib ted it.

Don Luigi went bo the camp often to help the chaplain render
religious services.

Knowing the de olà Ion of Father Vicario to <croaa the front •
linea, many from the group wanted to do likewise, but due to various
difficulties only Don Luigi, Don Agostino, and the above seculars;
auttéeeded in reaching the Monte Belvedere region* They were asaia~
ted Had harbored by priests. De o Dante oroas ed the front linea on
88 Bde passing through German poeitlona, experiencing some shelling,
end peaaing near the emplacement* without being a e en by patrols.
They Were at Certosa di Firenze o» 1 «Tan and, a little later, at '
FaWuita, celebrating Epiphany in their sacred clothes and in their
deer solitude.

THg HOU&B.

Contrary to our expectations, we found the house atill standing,
in «arder, aad inhabited for the most part» Here follows a resumes
of things «had» happened during our absence.

The company that occupied ttoar moncatary lived there for two
&aya* removed what they pleased, ohiefly cattle amounting to 70
heads, a two wheel cart, 4 agricultural carts, moat of the poultry, /
* Pig»* * aaavll truck* the supplies of oil, grain, honey, eggfe* *$••* /
tyjwrrIteepavand other Itema. "flfcaod non fe^erunt barbari ... *»
In those daya, the Oertoaa became a place for iMNMtej peaple eaa*
«trying desperately and claiming the tir belongings* Women ana children
earns and complained that everything was robbed frem them* •

The enea that oould not pass the door climbed over the fence.
Thefts were o orami t ted at the expense of the nume* tery ea «ell aa ,
etfoe* pevteaae. «w«rt*-«t I

ftte daya after our leaving, an ambulane e a<w»paay, headed fey e, i
aediael Captain established Iteelf in t&e neaetey f oa»e*te»

There *r« no documents or proofs tbeds the aerate** attempted te
destroy the hotittej statements to thia reajwct seem arbitraflpy. The
false rutterà that the Germana found «munition boxe» near Certosa
età Ferrerà served the purpose to Justify their conduct in the fece
et public epiai on. The destruction of the house would have been an
unjust triable vandpaisu.

Boring the afternoon of the 7th, a demolition company «same to :
Certoaa: aaklng for the mill* But a ino e the custodian stated the* it
wea è»ly a amali mill for personal use, they left without doing any. 000065

.
incident* of vandali»» ocoured in Certosa. For inatenee,

Wa* torn to pieces by ei hand grenade; a motor oar wee
ocaBB of «he Cardinal were devastateci. But these acts .

viclouaiseaa were probably performed on ordere of higher '
"
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Reference Ko. Detachment,
SIB.7a/iC0Ji«cA5/4. 78 Section, SIB.

Xae Consul of Switzerland,
Florence.

Sir,

t am in receipt of yow letter dated
1$ April 1945, Bef* Kb* 8.B.7 (H.3), relating to
the alleged killing of your countrymen by (Jweaa
troops on the 10 September 1044»

fhia aatter la receiving attention.
It.will be neoesaary for ae to oonaunloate with
ay hamdquartera but a«oh infoxnation aa we are
able to give will be forwarded to you in due oourse*

«WP/AO*. . ^UVW*. Limit
16 Apr 45* Bet. 78 Section, SIB*

Oogjr tet*
DAHC, 7,8 Section, 3IB.

0 0 0 0 6 6



SICRtT
HEADQUARTERS Cfs*

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS SECRET
BY AulhorUMTED STATES ARMY

APO 512.

!« replyAQ 000,5/714
refer to

fa.
GG M1

[BJBCTt AUeffit' T'llllnR by .German Troop» of 3rdse Otftjeote at
on J>:. '/ifsfcttaber 1944.

1» AtteeV':1 £e a latter and translation
of SaltKerlanA K<v^bing to the killing of/oturtain
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of Witness

*ìtnesSea sire exhibit 8 in this report
' •

Siedi ' ' • ' , - •
Silvio i - ; -

'. Death eertififca tea of1 som» pJ*
the dea^h regliStrSr In the Coramone of Luflg*, are «ttaehed and marked as

" ' ' ' : " ' ' ' '
"3" cojitsias iftfosmatiotì relative, to the (Sértàfta troops

were operating in and hear the toims and vilÌMge$. mentioned in this Iriveeti-
" ' '

réferèhaes of towns and villages referred to iti the
are «a foilowsi . . ,. ' - ; * • • -

i* Osrioaa

Jtop uaad for these r«f«»ncc8 i» Map of Jtely, 1-200,000 - Sheet 11*

A «ad ,w*8
tte Viia^ OraBiajii, Nocchi, Italy ̂  Ttiis villa

troops du»iftg the latter part of August and the
'

found by tha
' v«ji' OGtìUpied ,
first ?.*̂ t. of , a*|5tttflib«r l?J|it* This iia't is attached for whatever purpoae

' ' ' ' ' ' "
. ,!Phe

?a
t

. . . . . ,
^ • •

8a;j(flnaetery -and evidanoe of other possible war orimeat
Sass^ area was not received by the comini$gioher» • ' '•

GoBpieoion adjo'uraed at 1700 hours, 2S
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IL PROCURATORE GSKERALE MILITARE! ;

t relativi ai fatte 'di cmi tratta il fascicolo
0 V« dell "Ufficio sopra indicato;

' ' •

p o c h & 9 nonostante il lungo tempo trascorso dalla date ,

dèi fatto ansìdettop non si sono avuto notisi» utili par la
identificazione' 'dai los-o automi & p&r. 3, "accert amento

n .a

la prorviaox'ià archiviaaiona dogli

, 14 gennaio 19600

(Enriobj^Santacìrooe) ;
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